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TO THE 

Right Honourable 

] Sir John Levefon Gower > 
j Knight and Baronet, 

One of Her Majefty s mod Ho- 
nourable Privy-Council, and 
\ Chancellor of the Dutchy of 

I L^nctjler. 



TO entertain your leifure 
hours this Vacation, I have 
prefum'd to lay the foUovr- 
ing Colle&ion of Letters 
before you, compiFd out of fome of 
the mod celebrated Authors, who 
whatever reafon they may have to 
cpmplain of thelnjuftice I have done 
them in the Translation, cannot blame 
A J me 
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Epiftle Dedicatory. 

me, I am confident, for the choice of 
jny Patron. As by aflerting the Ma- 
jefly of the Crown, and maintaining 
at the fame time the juft Rights of 
the People; yon have (hewn your 
felf a Benefa&pr to the Nation in ge- 
neral, fp 'tis but reafonabk youftipuld 
jreceive our Thanks and Applaufes: 
I know a true Patriot contents bim- 
felf with the virtuous reflexion of ha- 
ying ferv'd his Country, however that 
is no e*cufe for our filence; and as un- 
capable as I am of managing a Sub- 
je# fp much fuperiour to my Abili- 
ties, yet I have £eal enough to un- 
dertake it, were I not fenfible that 
thofe Eminent Services you have done 
the Kingdom, fpeak more eloquently 
for you than the moft pompous Com- 
mendations* 

1 Can any thing befaid more to your 
Advantage than that you were thie 
Chief Promoter of the Self-denying 
Bill, and that you flood in the tore- 
rooft rank of thofe Iljuftrious Heroes 
in the late Reign, that fo vigoroufly 
afleited the Dignity of the Hdufe pf 
Commons ; and to make us formida- 
ble abroad, ■ wou 'd firft make us a juft 
People at home? 
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Can any Panegyrift pretend to add 
to your Glory, after the beft and 
wifeft of Princefles, the trueft Dif- 
cerner as will as Rewarder of Merit, 
has fo effectually eftabliflied it, by ta- 
king you fo early into her Councils^ 
and giving you fo many diftinguilhing 
Marks of her efteem i 

But thefe Glories and Services, that 
(corn to be confined within the nar* 
row limits of a Dedication, will for 
ever fliine in cur E*glijb Annals j 
and although the induftrious ma- 
lice of an impotent Faction, whofe 
conftant Pra&ice it has been claa- 
deftinely to calumniate that Virtue, 
which it durft not look in the face, 
endeavour'd to blacken you and the 
reft of thofe generous Worthies , to 
whom we principally owe our pre- 
fent Tranquillity j yet, Heaven be 
praiffed, their Artifices were too groft 
to be long undifcover'd, the People are 
made fenfible of their miftake, and 
you with the reft of your Friends al- 
ready begin to taftethe effedsof that 
gratitude, which not only this Age, but 
Pofterity will confpire to pay you, 
while they have an Englijb Monarchy 
to live under, and Englijk Liberties to 
boaftof. I 
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I cannot tell how far fo iofpiring 
an Argument wou'd carry me, (hould 
I indulge the noble Tranfport it gives 
me, therefore in a due fenfe of my 
own Unworthinefs I will difmifs it 
Before it grows too unruly for me. 
All I beg of you at prefent, is, to 
youchfafe a favourable acceptance of 
the Trifle I now hy at your Feet, 
which boafts of no other Merit than 
that it hath furnifh'd me with an 
Opportunity of telling the World with 
what Refpeft and Sincerity 



lam 



Tour mofi Humble and 
Mofi Obedient Servant. 

^^o. Brown, 



the 
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THE 



PREFACE. 



HAving been concerned in two or three 
Collections of Letttrs, that found a 
better reception than I coud have ex- 
pelled, I was encouraged to attempt a new one 
wholly by my fclf, and that I nCight the better 
fucceed in this defign , I refolved not only to 
make my choice out of thofe Authors, that are 
acknowledged on all Hands to have perform d 
the befi in the Epifiolary way, but aljo tofeleU 
the moft entertaining Parts out of them, and 
doe them all the c fuilice in our Language that 
I was capable of. How far I have executed this 
defign, I wholly fubmit my felf to the Reader, 
tho I think I may, without Vanity, affirm 
that few Mifccllanies of this Nature, have 
been compiFd either cut of better Authors, or 
canjhow a greater Variety. For the Reader's 
farther eafe and convenience I have likewije 
taken care aU along to prefix the Argument be- 
fore every Letter, that if he dijlikes one Sub- 
jeft he may turn to another that will give 
Dim more Satisfaction ; and now becaufe it may 
' not be improper to inform him what Authors 
I have been beholding to, I will briefly run 
them over, and give a Jhort account of them 
as they fall in my way. I 
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I (ball begin with Tatty's familiar Letters, 
under which Name me are mt only to com- 
prehend fuch as were written by that ex* 
cettent Patriot and Orator bimfelf but like- 
wife tbofe of bis * Friends tbat maintained a 
Conrrefpondence with him The ingenious Mon- 
fieur de St. Evremont in a Difcourfe addreffid 
totbe Marefchal ds Crequt, which begins the 
Second Volume of his Works , has very well ob- 
ferved that the Roman Noblemen , wbeje 
Letters are to be found among Gcero'i, are 
rather fuferiour to his than come Jhort of 
them, as well in print of Language, as the de- 
licacy and juftnefs cf their noughts : And I 
believe the famw* Brutus 9 / Letter % which 
embers in this CoUeftion, will clearly jhow that 
Monfieur de St. Evremont has advanced 
mtbmg here bat what is agreeable to Truth* 
Nothing certainly was ever written with more 
Jmpetmfity and Spirit ; the true Character ef 
m auflere inflexible Republican (bines in every 
Line, particularly the Quid n nolit has an 
Air of btugbtinefs and fiercenefs in it, which 
*tis impoffikle to equal. Upon fhowing my 
Translation of this Letter to a Learned Friend, 
who to bis incomparable Maficrjhip of the 
Eoglifb, has join d no lefs a Skill in the Greek 
and Latin Languages, he was pleafed to tell 
me tbat feveral judicious Critics looked upon 
this Letter to be fpurious, and written by feme 
Sofbifti onpurpofeto try b«w be could perfonate 
that great Man y and their rea/on was, adds be, 
beaaufe it by no meant agrees with Brutus'* 
Ckara&tr, who, as Plutarch obferves in his 
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Lift, effefted the Laconic way, <f which be 
pves ms two or three hsftances, whereas this 
is afrplix long Litter, and written in the DecU* 
motor) manner. But I begged leave to diffent 
fromthefe Gentlemen, for in tbefrfi Place I 
think 9 tis a plain cafe that this Epifile is infi- 
nitely above the narrow Talent of tbofe fordid 
Jmpifers upon the World, the Sopbijts ; and 
fecotmy, tbo Brutus when he writ in the Cba- 
r offer of a General, delivered bhnfelf as cm- 
fendiouflf as he could ( and tie Letters Plu- 
tarch takes notice of are only of that kind) yet 
wbatjhould binder him, when be writ like a 
private Perfon to Tully bis intimate Friend, 
anduponfo important anoccapon too, at that if 
Auguftus'f feizing the Government into bis 
Hands > to give full Liberty to bis Refemments, 
and difplay that Eloquence, of which be is con* 
fefsd to have been J q great a Mafter ? 

I have often wondred why feme late Writers 
jhould confute Tully'* Letters for hah* too 
naked and jejune, when that to bis Friend 
Lucccius, which tie Reader will find in this 
CoUtB'um, is a plain Danonftraticn to the cm* 
trary ? 1 own indeed that the generality of bis 
familiar Letters , which be addrejfes to bis 
Friends, • are written in all the Simplicity ima- 
ginable, without that Pomp and Magnificence 
vf Figures, which reigns in mofi of Ins other 
Writings, and fo they ought to be, otberwife 
be bad made an unfeafmable Ofientation of 
bis Rhetoric. Not but that whenever bis Sub- 
jeS required it, we find be coud deliver him- 
felf in a more elevated and figurative Stile : 
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Tho after all, Iwoud much rather read thofe 
Letters of bis, that have the leafl Art befiowed 
upon them, than the mofi laborious Compofi- 
tions of Balzac, whofe Thoughts, efpecially in 
his younger Works, arefeldcm iufjt or natural. 

As far Pliny, indeed, I confefs his manner 
is too affefted to pleaje, and having formerly 
tranflated fome of his Letters, without Succefc 
for that Reafon I woud venture but upon one of 
them now, which only containing general Advice 
how a young Gentleman ought td regulate bis 
Studies, and coming from Jo great aMafier at 
we mufl own him to be, I thought might very 
well deferve a Flace in fjscb a Mifcellany as 
this. - 

And new 'tis time I Jhould fay fomething of 
Ariftaenetus, fome of whofe Letters Ipublijh'd * 
about two Tears ago in the firfi Volume of Voi- 
turc, and unlefs my Friends flatter 9 d me, were 
fome of the mofi diverting in that ColleEtion* 
This encouraged me to befioiv a fecond reading 
upon him, to fee whether Icoud not find a few 
more in him that deferved to be put into an 
Englifli Drefs, and I hope I have made no 
injudicious Choice. As for the Author himfelf, 
no ancient Writer that I know of makes the leafi 
mention of him, however, it plainly appears 
by a Pajfage in his Epift. 26. 1. x.that he Uv4 
after the TranJIation of ibe Empire to Con- 
ftantinople ; for he not only talks of Cara* 
mallus, the famous Pantomime > whom we 
find mentioned by Sidonius Apollinaris, who 
flourijhd a little after him, but he fpeaks of 
old and new Rome, which latter was the 

Name 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



PREFACE 

Name of By tantkm under the Gretk Fm- 
ptrors. Tofpeak impartially t f bin,, be is 
Itttle better than a furlojner of tbe Authors 
Wphm, particularly of Plato and Lurian, 
wbofeThrafesas well as Thoughts he often bor- 
rows, and injerts among bis own. Infbort, be 
gyves good bints, and that is all, for mofi of 
the pleafantry that tbe Reader will find in bis 
Letters, is entirely my own. 

After him ccme Balzac and Voiture, of 
whom I Wi Uf a y t b e Uj S) btcaufe tbeir a l 

ratters are fo well known. Both of them were 
mdeubtedly Mm ofiWit and Eloquence, but 
tbetr greatefi deficit, in my opinion, is tbe little 
or no Variety that any cbjetvmg Reader mult 
needs dsjeover in tbem : for Balzac is one- 
verlaftsng dealer in Hyperboles j and as for 
Voiture, tf we except fome fa of bis Letters, 
ibflt are truly elevated and fublime: to rob 
bsm of hts dearly beloved Irony, /, ta 
take away fnmbim at once all that is either 
heautsful or agreeable in him. As it was my 
defign to psek out tbeir befi Comfofiums If 
this nature, I-wou'd not rely upon my ovm Judr- 
™<>l>«M«'d my jflfZo be'govJTiy 
Monfieur Perrault, who having made it his 
ffnefs .,„ bis p araIleIe dw A £ iens » 

Moderces to bring Jome of bis own Country, 
mm snto the Lift with the Ancients, we mi 
hjure woiid take care to fingle cm t their mcl 
/hmngr t rfor maKctJ . tbo>fiof my fm I tZ 
jehad dove mere wijel, to bavell this Z 

ftbots tn a Cmpetitkn, which has tum'J* 
Jo much to their D,J*dvamage. -ft* 
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the Chevalier* Her*** cemmcafy 
fufposd t$ he the foment Monfieur Font* 
nelle wider that feign d Name, and Mon- 
fieur dc Pays cetne after them. *Tu certain 
they have inert Variety and Humour thorn 
Voiture, tbo' they fall kfiniteh jhtrtof him 
m the Elegance and Purity of their di8im, m 
tie elevation of their Thought s y and fiuemfi 
of their Raillery. However, the Suhje&t 
they write upon are generally well ebefen md 
diverting, and their management of them fUn- 
fant enough, jo that one may jafllyfay of them, 
that they are no ill CcfUrs of Vokure in the 
Comic way. 

To acquaint the Reader now with the Method 
1 have ohfervd in my trunfiatwg ef theft An* 
tbors, I amte inform him tbm «* the Latin 
Letters, at likewife in theft ef Balzac and 
Voiture, I have allowed my ftif no greater 
a Freedom than what any Man may he fuf* 
fofedto take, that woudutale H hit t ufi u tf i 
to fleafe. I have neither a dd e d to tbtm nor 
retrenched frem them, hut only endeavomtdto 
JttbemJtfUtin 2*g\&L Jb fur Ariftas 
actus, Footenelle, and Moofieur de Pays, 
I haw not fo roligioqfy ieft up to their Origi- 
nals, hut frtfsmtfy left out what I thought 
improper, and mferttd a gjreae deal tf my own 
at 1 Jaw occafien. 

Intended atfaft that em half othofieftbm 
Volume puld ham emjpod if Origmd Let- 
ters of my own, hue barring jwmd it unawaree 
to a nmebgreater Bulk than I imagmd, I woe 
forced to dreftba* dtfyo, oudoetnem my felf 

enm 
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only with two or three, which the Reader wii 
find at the Conclufion. Not but that the tr inf- 
lating of mofi of the French Letters gave 
me as much trouble as if 1 bad written them 
out of my own Fund. However, if this Col* 
leftion has the good Fortune to pleafe, (and I 
may fafely fay that no care has been warning 
on my fide to make it Jucceed) I may take am 
cccafion to publijh a Set of my own Letters 
next Winter, addtejfed to Jeveral Gentlemen ef 
my Acquaintance in Town, wherein I hope ta 
make it appear that we come not much fhart 
if our Neighbours, even m this way of wrs- 
ti*g 9 as tis plain we have outgone them its 
mm <f thsrtf. 

I have n&thmg men to add, bat only te fay 
s werd or m* alms the Car umea EpiftoUue 
tttwtm the Attorney and the dead Parfen. 1 
had tie $tfk him 4 it *fi** years age asm ef 
am tMvtrjkies, Tvhtre a BroHek of that na~ 
tssre was actually plafd, andpleasamefowdl, 
that I was rejolved to atttmpt Jomething if 
she hind w benever I had a proper Opportuni- 
ty. By an unlucky Mi (lake thtfe two Sheets 
were delivered to the trejs, before I had given 
them the lafi finijhing Strokes , and frinted 
off while I was in butiolkjor which najon more 
Faults have ejcaped in them', Ithan in the whole 
Book hefides, which the Reader is defer d to w 
reft out of the Table of the Errata. 



Ef- 
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pAgc j. h I4» fcr "» read Aw. p. 22. 1. 19. after that, add HI 
* p. 17. 1. 5. after iitm make a Comma and 00c a Print, 
p. 172. inftead of what foltowi after H*sb*ud to Ejt*i$ t read 
n£» ffnmld fly prqtfe f kimfrjf tht fngerhgtf her Mmp. 

In fatOrtmrnm Epift4an, p. 184. 1. I4. after PiWms, read 
Gr**d.motb#. p. 193*1 20. tor mm read w<w. p. 194- I 3- 
f6edirdtf*us^*,tcMdd€EU0ich**)m*m*rrm*. Ibid.Li9. 
roc fcr rid rfc Ibid. L 23. dele Comma after Msndevit*. 
p. 197. 1. 20. arterifotf, add mm •/ tKjFtmdwt. ibid. I. 22. af- 
ter rAar *, add Pnfim m HflyOrdtrs. p. 1 99. 1 1 1; after d* *fc 
read d$ ujk 2&cr$fa*r*m in Cmtrwerfis EcdefUfiiw, ibid* 1. ia« 
for GUnduU Hmtii read 4*4 ft* «4j$fr« >Ahm*. 
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Certamen Epiftolaroi 

OR, 

SEyeral Letters between an At- 
torney of Clements- Inn and 
a dead War [on, from $age 178. 
' to fage 214. 



Seled Letters out of Moth 
fieur it Pay's. 

A 'Billet from a Lady to the Au- 
thor, wherein Jhe dejires him 
v to carry her to Jee the Lion and 
Tyger. 215 

\j His Anfwer to her on that Subjett. 

2 ,6 
A 
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^ IBiflet from the fame Lady, ■ where* 
in Jhe dejtres him to write her a 
few Lines in Anfwer to a Copy of ^ 
Verfes jhe had received from a 
Lover. 1 1 8 f 

7he Anfwer. 2»9 • 

J Billet from the fame, wherein jhe 
rallies him for playing the whining 
Lover, and fends him his Heart 
again.. 220 

The Anfwer. nil/ 

To Califta, To acquaint her that hts 

troubled with an Ague. 11$ / . 

To the fame , wherein he tells her 
after what manner he will re- . 
ceive her when (he comes to Vijit 
him. . 226 

To Madam the Ahhefs of He 

gives her an Account of his Indifpo-V 
fition, andhowuneafily he paffeshis 
Nights. ijo 

To Monfieur dc P Wherein he j 

4/trfKmjlrates id him that Women * 

have 
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have fold their Favours in all Ages 
of the World, confirm d hy the 
famous Story of Lais and Dc- 
mofthenes. 22.5 

To Madam de H Occafiond by 

1 fending down a 'Bed into the 

Country. %+% 

A Letter to four Ladies with whom 

the Author was in LoVe at the fame 

* time. 245 
To the Fair A Letter of Gal 

V lantry. 249 

To Madam de B The Author 

excufes himfelf for not writing a 

* . Love Letter for her i asfhe defied 

him. *5* 

^ fo Madam de L A 'Billet 

*, written one Morning when the Au- 
thor had taken Why fie. 255 
To Califta, upm feeing her bath her 
v fetf in a Qfyer. . 35^ 
A Billet from Qilifta to the Author. 
v She is angry with htm form know- 
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ingfar at a Mafquerade. *f$ v 
The Author's Jnfmr. %6q v 

foMonfteur 61 A- ■ Our Au- 
thor gives a fhort account of< the 
moft remarfable things he ohfentd 
in England. 161 

To Monjieur <k B fa the 

beginning of this Letter he rallies 
his friend for not writing to him, 
and afterwards gives km an ac- ' 
count . of a merry intrigue he 
had wkh a Hijgonot Tarfms 

Wfo' t6 9 

To Ifonfieur dc S Our Au- 
thor endeavours to : comfort his v 
fricndt hat had loft his Uiftrefs. 

A Letter to 1/fonfieurH- — Gifting 

an Account horn he fur priced a 

famous Mfs of the Town dtnmg 

at her Lbdgmggs in and undrejs, r 

with two of kr female Companions. 

n%o 
To 
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To Monjkur de A From An- 
twerp. Giying a defcrtption of 
what our Author obferv'd in Flan- 
ders, z^4 
To the fame, containing an Account 
,* of what he obfervain Holland. 
• From Amfterdam. 191 
To Madam de B- Upon her 
being angry with him for telling 
v .- her that his Soul had left him to 
go and inhabit with her. jot 

To Madam — To acquaint her 

thai he had the good Fortune to 

efcape a double fcowring, vi£. 

Death and Marriage. 504 

ToCalifta— ■ - To tell her what 

[/ cruel defigns his Vefpair had 

thrown him upon* ; 1 o 

To Monjkur de C— Captain in the 

. . Glegimentof-*- UpontheConclufton 

of the War between France and 

Spain. $14 

7 A piliet from a Lady, wherein /he de- 

fires 
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fires him to help her. to a Song fie 
bad forgotten. . . %%% 

The Jnfwer, with a newSong, caltd 
Cupid turned Tinker. Wl^ 

To a Lady who defired Urn to draw 
the Char abler of Us (fyW. j i p 

To Mrs. Elizabeth Handy my La- , 
dy *s Gentlewoman. $39 

To a Harlot in Great Queen-ftreec 
that hang 9 d her f elf for an IriOi , 
Captain^ and was unluckily cut 
down by her Maid. ^48 

To Melanifla, Upon feeing his <]$. 
yal go into' her Lodgings. ? 5 $ ^ 

To Melanifla. He dejires her to 
fled a kind Glance out of her K 

Window. -try 

To the fame, upon calling her a'Hy.. 
pocrite. 3 1 8 ^ 

To Madam * * * Upon fending her 
Sir Richard Blackmore'j Job 
and Habbakkuk. 561 
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% jtfmfiiur dt ta~ H» Cor- 

reftotiknt in Paris, tHritten in the 

' Perjon of a French Man, and 
riving* comical Account of all 
the merry fajfyp* he ohfeffd 
w London. }6j 
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The End 
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A Catalogue of Boob newly Printed for 
S. B. and fold by]. Baker, in Mer- 
cers Chpael in Cheap-fide. 

THE Mifcellaneous Works of Sit Charles Sedlef n 
Bar. in one Volume, 8vo. Price 4 s. 
The Generous Conqueror : Or, Timely Pifcovc 
rjr. A Tragedy, as it is a&ed at the Theatre Royal, 
by her Majefty $ Servants. Written by Bevil Higgms t 
% Price 1 >. 6 d. 

3, The firft Volume of Familiar and Courtly 
Letters, written to feveral Perfons of Honour and 
Quality. By NJpnf. Vutwe, a member of the Roy- 
al Academy of torts ; made Englifh by Mr. Dryden, 
Ih.Cbeek., Efq; Mr. Dennis, Hen. Crmwel, Efq; Mr. 

M^bfm 9 Fellow of the Royal Society, Dr. 

&c with fefeft Epiftles out of Arift*netus, tranfla- 
ted from the Greek; Some Seleft Letters out of 
Myjupior, and M. Fontenelle ; and a Collection of 
OrianaiMLetters lately written on feveral Subjects, 
andnow touch improv'd, by Mr. T. Brown. To 
which is added, a Collection of Letters of Friend- 
ship, and other occafional Letters, written by Mr. 
byden f Mr. Wycberly, Mr. — — Mr. Congreve and 
Ux.Demk. The %d Edition, with large Additions. 
Price 4/ # 

4. lixe fecond and laft Volume of Familiar and 
Courtly Letters, written to feveral Perfons of Ho- 
nour and Quality ; byM. Foitwre, a Member of the' 
Royal Academy at Paris : Made Englifh by Mr. 1 
**w7, Mr Dermis, Mr B— •, Tbo. Seymour, Efqj Mr. 
Akins and Mr. T. Brwn. To which is added, > a Pac- 
Jttet hwaWilVs ; or, a new colle&ion of Original 
Utters on feveral Subjeftj, containing plcalant Me- 
moirs 
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moirs, Intrigues and Adventures that lately hapned 
amongft the Quality at London* Hampton-Court, Tun- 
bridge, Epfm, Ifortb-HaS and the Bath ; with feveral 
Characters and Lampoons in Profe and Verfe ; with 
Original Letters by K. Charles II. and CkriJUna late Q.of 
Sweden, colle&ed and written by feveral Hands. Pr. 4 /. 

5. An ElTay on Ways and Means to maintain the 
Honour and Safety of England, to encreafe Trade, 
Merchandize, Navigation, Shipping, Mariners and 
Sea-men, in War ami Reace : Written by Sir H'aber 
Raleigh, Kt. With nfeful Remarks and Obfervations' 
towards the Improvement of oar Harbours, Ports, and 
Havens : By Sir Henry Sheers* Kt. Price 6 d. 

6* The Happy Pair : Or, a Poem on Matrimony : 
By Sir Charles Sidley, Bar. Price 6 d . 

7. A General and Comical View of the Citie^ of Lon- 
don and tVefttninfter : Or, Mr. Sylvefter Pat ridge's la- 
fallible Predictions. In two Parts : Giving an impar- 
tial Account of feveral merry Humours, Occur- 
rences and Intrigues , that wiU be tranfa&ed 
amongft all Degrees of People, and id all man- 
ner of places, down from the Beaux to the Bel- 
lows-mender, and the nice Eaft-lnckj* Lady to the 
Covent> garden Crack ; and from JVefiminfter^HaM to the 
Bear-garden, for thefe 6 Months, Ottober, November, 
Decevtber, January^ February, and March. Price 1 /. 

8. Advice to the Kentijb Long-tails : A Poem. 

q. ALawagainft Cuckoldom : Or, aTryalof an 
Adultrefs :* A Poem, Price 6 d, • 

jo. Commendatory Verfes, on King Arthur, Prince 
Arthur, and the Satyr againft Wit, and Job and 
Habbakkuk : An Heroickroem: Or, a Step towards a 
Poetical War, betwixt Covent-garden and Cheap*Jtde. 
By feveral Hands. Together with an Epitome of 
that immortal Poem J truly called , A Satyr againft 
Wit. The Second Edition* To which is added,, a 
Lent- Entertainment : Or, a Merry Interview by 
Moon- light, between the Ghoft of Mavius of an- 
cient Renown, and the City-Bard : Humbly dedicated 
to all the honourable Citizens within the Bills of 
Mortality . Price is. 
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Brutus ta Cicero. 

The Argument. 
After Carfar had been ajfaftnated m the 
Senat€4Hwfe y Q&wix\$ 9 who was then 
about x 8 years old, was fern for. out of 
Epir Us, and defired to take the Govern- 
ment into his Hands. Among there]/}* 
Cicero made his Court teyoungQ&z- 
vhis, and recommended his Friend Bru- 
ms, and thefe of his Party, to his 
Protection • for which Brutus, who was 
zealous for the Refmblick^ quarrels 
with him in this Letter. lis written 
with a great deal of Fire and, Pehe- 
menpe;andfulty anfwers tfreCbaraBer 
that Antiquity r gives as of that great 
>di$ntereffhdMcM< 

1 Received by our Friend Atticus the 
Parcel of Letters which you ferit 
to Oftaviiis. Your Afle&iori Ztid 
A GM* 
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Concern for my Safety, gives me no 
new Plealure, becaufe I daily receive 
frejh Inftances from all Hands of your 
Friendihip, and hear how zealoujly 
you fpeak in behalf of your abfent 
Friend j but 'tis impoflible for me to 
tell you how much I was grieved 
at that part of your Letter direct- 
ed to Ollavius, wherein you take 
occafion to mention me to him. 
What fhall I fay > I zmajbamed both 
of my Condition and Fortune: 
However, I muft write on. You re- 
commend me to his Protection : 
Godsi what Death is not preferable 
to fuch a Servitude ? And you thank 
him for his great Care of the Repub- 
lick in fo abjeEl and fo fubmijfive a 
Strain, that one would conclude from 
what you write, that the Tyranny was 
not extinguifhed, but only the Tyrant 
chahgU, Reflect a little upon your 
tVords j and deny if you can, that 
this. is the Language of a crouching 
Slave to a haughty King. You tell 
him there is one thing required and 
expected from him j that is, that he 
would be pleafed to take into his 
proteSion thole Citizens, of whom 
the People of Rome have a good O- 
pinion : But what if he wont > muft 

we 
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We therefore be treated like Ouf-laws? 
For my part, I think it much better 
not to be at ail, than to owe my Being 
to him. I can never believe that Hea* 
ven has fb far abandoned the Roman 
People, and the Prefervation of out? 
Empire, that (itch a otie as Oftavius 
ought to be petition d for the Life 
of ar tuch left 

for t of all 

Mank ufe this 

magm certainly 

a Mi __ „ -, when he 

talks to thofe that neither know 
what they are to feat or ask for o- 
thers. But this you 11 tell me, is id 
Oftaitius's Power, and are his Friend : 
but if you have any Kindnefs for 
me, cin jou wifli to fee me in 
Rome , fmce you have begg'd leave 
of a Boy to fuffet me to live there ? 
What ocfcafion ,is ther6 for you to' 
throw away fo many Compliments 
upon him, if he muft be intreated 
and humbly petitioned to gram us 
our Lives, which we never forfeited} 
Or do you think that he looks up- 
on it as an Obligation, that fot the 
obtaining fuch a Favottr, you addrefs 
yout felt to him rather than to An* 
Uny ? What Man in his right Senfes ' 
A * tfvef 
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€V(pr asked .t&$ ^Swctfloty; mucli. more 
the Ajferter of another Man's Zjwjw 
-«y,< th*t be wpjijdi.be pkafed forfooth 
not to cut the -Throats of ; thofe 
that have beft deferved of the Com- 
mon- wealth- Now this: fcandahus 
Weakn^fs and Defpair, for which 
you are no : le& to be bbmed than 
the reft of ..; 6 

tyjjat blefled ' : 

It.firftofajl t 

^ tq th$ Empire ht 

wpittd Anthony • t& pwftie the fame. 
tyfig** i. %V& n<w at h&\ has ■ fa for 
woHragtjd tfee Ambkron of a young 
b^dlefs Mrfli^gy thafc yioiii mutt 
£#*»£/)/ beg; hm Ltd ipavr/lthe Ziws- 
of the Defendew of the: common Li-, 
bejty, and \#3 tnuft ixfcpeiidj upon 
the Menjhtf $x)6> who, cannot -as 
yet ftUe iimielf Max. : i fiutj /if we 
would reg^mber that -we havj^ the 
BUad of tha ancient Romans , ztipomc 
Veins \ thefe arrogant ;67«r/>eri-iiOTkJ? 
not be fo forward to sftafoliflL their 
Greatnefs a* the Exflemtof the />«&- 
/icj^ as wq t©; />/#*•£ themi dawn ; i nei- > 
ther would Anthony be fo much ***' 
courted by G^r s invading the .&* • 
vezetgnty, to attempt the //ie after 
him, zsjetewdwl bivxikd by refled- 
ing upon his /tt#. You 
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You that have born the Cmrfidar 
Dignity id your time, and (tickled 
earnefuy for thofe generous Patriots, 
who if they are once brought un- 
der, I am afraid your deftruttim will 
not be far off, how can you look back 
upon youtpafi A&ions, and either ap» 
prove the prefent Villanies, or behave 
your felf fo fneakingly and fubmijfively, 
as at lead to feem to approve them ? 
Tell me what private Quarrel you ha\(e 
to Antony ? why becaufe he woud 
have our lives in his Power, becaufe he 
would have us petition him for our 
Trotettion who had received his Liber- 
ty from us j in fliort, becaufe he would 
trample xxpiki our Liberties, 2nd govern 
the C6mffion«weahh ih an arbitrary 
manner. Then you thought it necef- 
faryfotviS, to take up Arms to prevent 
his Tyranny ; and now we have pre- 
vented him, muft ,we be fuch Slaves 
to defire another to take his place, or 
elfe manfuRy afleft the Rights of the Re- 
puWick ; unlefs after ail it can be faid, 
that we had no averfion to Slavery \ but 
only to the manner of it. If this had 
been otff Cafe, we could not only have 
preferred our Fortunes, raider tha&righ~ 
t*<ms Matter Antony, but ihared the 
chief Empkymenfs and Dignities of the 
A} {Stale 
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State j and this treatment we might 
well expeft to find from him , fince 
our pajfive abjeft behaviour would have 
been the greateft fecurity to his Ufur- 
pat ion • but no 2?r/£<? w^ great enough 
to make us proflitute either our fidelity 
or liberty. This very Boy % whom C#- 
ars Name feems to ftir up againft Cos- 
far\ Murderers, what would he not 

five y if we were capable of being 
ribed, that he might fet up an abfo- 
lute Authority by our rnetns and affi~ 
fiance r as it is probable he will foon 
do, becaufe we are content barely to 
//w, to keep our Ejlates, and retain 
the empty name of Senators. Why 
did we aijpQtch Cafar, or to what pur- 
pofe did we fo much rejoice at his 
death; if after we have removed him 
out of the way, we can refolve to 
carry Fetters, and take no care to pre- 
vent our Slavery.. But may Heaven 
take every thing from me, even what 
the World reckons the dearefi^ ra* 
ther than that greatnefs of mind, which 
not only forbids me to fuffer that in 
the Heir of him whom I kUTd, \f hich 
I could not bear in the Ufurper him- 
felf, but not even in my own Father y 
were he now alive ; I mean, to aifume 
to himfelf a defpotic fowr oyer the 

Laws 
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Laws and the Senate, and I to (land 
tamely by and fee it. Can you be 
fa vain, as to imagine that others will 
have letter quarter from him , if we 
cannot be allowed to live at Rome with- 
out his permiffion : Befides, how can 
you think to obtain that which you 
defire of him : You ask him that he 
would be pleafed to let us live in fafe- 
ty» do you think we receive our fafe- 
ty from him, if we receive our LiveS, 
and how can we be faid to receive the 
latter, if we are forced to throw up 
our Dignity znd our Liberty. Perhaps 
you fancy that to live at Rome is to 
live in fafety • Alafs ! 'tis not the place 
I value, if the thing be wanting ; I 
never look'd upon my (elf to befafe 
while Cafar was alive, till I had fair- 
ly rid the World of him j neither 
will I be a banijhed f man if I pan help 
it, while I hate Servitude, and the 
tame bearing of Affronts, above all 
the Plagues in the Univerfe. In the 
Grecian Republics,when they knocked a- 
ny Tyrant on the headjhey u(ed to ferve 
lis Children the fzmefawce • and are not 
we the mod abandond Sots that ever 
craw f J upon all four, if we can (loop 
to flatter the Man that has taken a Ty- 
ranfs Nanifc upon himfelf, we, I fay, 
A 4 ( $3* 
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that were the Deftrgiers and Purifiers 
of Tyranny ? Do you think that I have 
any regard for that. City , or indeed 
believe it deferves the Name of one, 
that would not af sept of Liberty when 
it was fo fairly put into its hands, nay 
is rather inclined to truckle to a Boy, - 
wh6fe father wsferwd according, to 
his merits j becajife he lias afluffl*d the 
Name of Qefir $ , than, to affert its own 
Freedom,, especially ftoce it has (ofrefi 
and recent an Example before its Eyes, 
of an Ufurper, who wanted no Jta*?r 
to lupport him in his Pretenfions y thai 
was ; taken offby the bravery of a /*n> 
perfons. Therefore let me defire you 
for the future to recommend me no 
more to your nm Lord and Mailer, 
nor indeed your (elf, if you'll be ruTd . 
by me. You fet too high a value upon 
the fern years you have to live, if you 
can condefcenatofupplicate a Boy, that 
he would be gracioujly inclin'd to Jet 
the Candle burn out to the Snuff. You 
behaved your felf very bravely agakift 
Antony , and ftill continue to do fo, for 
which reafon I would not have yaa for- 
feit your old Reputation , or give die 
World any occafion to fufptft ' yow 
want of Coufiancy; for tf yon can 
fo vilely fheak to Qflavw> whom you 

have 
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have, I find, defired to be merciful to 
us, People will be apt to conclude* that 
you are not out of love with a Tyrant; 
but are only for having his Nails pa* 
red. As for your commending him 
for what he has already done, I own 
indeed the A&ions are praife- worthy, 
cou'd I be fatisfied that the end of 
'em was to reprefs another's Ufurpa- 
tion, and not to efiaUiJb his own. But 
when you carry matters fb /ar, as to 
tell me, that it is not only conveni- 
ent, but nectjfary. to petition him in our 
behalf, take my word for it, you pais 
a Compliment upon the young Gentle- 
man, which he never deferved: You 
beftow that very Power upon him 
which 1 thought the Repuilick had 
obtained by to® means; befides you 
don't confider, that if Qftavius de- 
fer ves our efietm, becaufe he makes 
War upon Antony j the Roman People, 
tho* tbey bellowed all they have, yet 
they earn ntver fuffirientiy recomfence 
. thofe who tut off that Monger's Head> 
of which that ftffm and his Party are 
only the Tail This may let you 
fee how much farther our fear carries 
us than our gratitude, becaufe Antony 
is ftill alive and in Arms. As for Ca* 
far, all that oou'd or ought to be done 

to 
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to him is pafl, and cannot be recal- 
led: But is OSavius one of that bulk, 
that the whole Reman People muft flay 
to fee how he will be pleafed to 
tife us; or are we fuch contemptible 
I Wretches , that one Man muft hum- 
f Hy be implored to grant us our lives > 
As forme, to return to my (elf, I 
am of that temper, that I not only 
[corn to fupplicate him, but will do 
all that lies in my power to hinder 
others from doing the like : However 
I will take care to get out of the 
Neighbourhood of f apple Slaves* In 
whatever place I am , that place 
I fball fancy to be Erne, and fhall 
heartily pitty fuch as you, who can 
neither be taught by your Age, nor 
by your Sfeality , nor yet . by the 
Examples of brave gallant Men, to 
defpife a vile, nafty, precarious life. 
To be plain with you, I (hall think 
my felf fo happy, if I can keep 
up to this vertuous Refolution, that 
I fball think my duty and fervices 
to my Country overpaid: For what 
greater pleafure can we enjoy , than 
the remembrance of honourable A- 
&ions, and under the happy con- 
templation of our Liberty, to defpife 
the vain greatnefs of the World ? I 
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am fully jrefolved not to run with the 
Populace , or be carried down the 
Stream with a Herd of tame paffive 
Fools, or overcome by fuch as »re wil- 
ling to be made Slaves. I will ftill op- 
pofe our Ufurpers, I will try all Expe- 
dients, and leave nothing unattepipt- 
ed to free my Country from Servi- 
tude. IfmyDefires are crowned with 
fuccefs 7 as they defer ve, we fliall all : 
rejoice : But if it happens otherwife, 
I (hall not repent of my labour ; for 
how can any Man letter imploy his 
time or thoughts, than in fetting 
his Country at liberty > Therefore I 
Conjure you, my dear Cicero, not to 
be cafl down or difcouraged, and while 
you endeavour to avert the prefent 
Evils % cafl: your Eye ppon the /*- 
ture tpo , unlefs you have alrea* 
dy provided againft them, lead 
they ihould furprize you unawares. 
Take this for granted, that without 
confiancy and rejolution^ all your braver 
ryand freedom pf mind, with which 
both when a Conful , and now 
when a Senator , you averted the 
Rights of the Republick, will be rec- 
koned as nothing. The Cafe of an 
experienced Virtue is much farm- 
er 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



12 SELECT LETTERS 

tr thah thajTof one that is ftot 
kmrfn. We confider their Services 
as fo many Debts or Earners of 
future Payments ; and if they don't 
anfwer our Expe&athns , we pro- 
claim them Bankrupt* , and look up- 
on them as Cheats. For this reafon, 
when we find Cicero to oppofe Art- 
to*y, although it delerves our high- 
eft Commendations^ yet becaufe the 
former is in all iefpe&s IRjperiour to 
the latter , no one wonders at 
it. If the fame Cicero who chafed 
Anthony with fo much Refolution 
and Gallantry, Should be found warp- 
ing in his Conduct towards others, 
he will not only rob himfelf of all 
his pafl: Glory, but utterly efface the 
Memory of it ; for what can be cal- 
led perfeft where Conflancy is want- 
ing? And to be plain with you, no 
one is more obliged than you, to 
ftand up for the Common*wealth y and 
to maintain its Liberty ; not only in 
regard of your own great Qualities 
and pafl: A&ions, but the Wijkes and 
Expectations of all that know you. 
In a word, you need not: trouble 
your felf about petitioning Oftavitts 
td protcd us ; Rather rouze up . 

your 
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your felf, and doubt not but that 
City where you have performed fb 
many great things, will recover it$> 
ancient Splendour and Liberty, if its 
Nohlewen will but head the People, 
and unite to hinder the wicked Detign* 
of our Enemies. 

Faremll. 



Sul- 
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Sulpitius to Cicero. 

The Afgument 

Sulpitius in this Letter condoles Ci- 
cero upon the Lofs of his Daughter 
Tullia. One of the chief Re afons by 
which he endeavours to alleviate his 
Grief is taken from the fhorf dura- 
tion of all mortal Beings l f . the inft abi- 
lity of humane affairs ; and particu- 
larly from the Confujion and Diforders 
which reigned at that time, and at 
laft ended in the utter Subverfton of 
the Common-wealth. 

I No (boner received the unwelcome 
News of your Daughter Tullia s 
Death, but I was heartily and ear- 
neftly afflifled at it, as, I confefe, I 
ought to be, and looked upoh it to 
be a common Calamity, wherein I had 
no little fliare. Had I been upon 
the fame Spot with you, I had not 
been wanting to teftifie to you my Re* 
fentment on this occafion, and admini- 
fler all the Help that I was capable of 
giving you. I rmift own indeed that 
this fort of Confolation is melancholy 

arid 
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troublefome $ for our Relations and 
Friends, from whom we expe& this 
/te//*£ are equally concerned with 01$ 
felves ; and therefore rather want others 
to cojnfort them, than are in a condition 
to do it themfeLves : however, I refblv* 
ed to fend you by the firft Opportunity 
all that my thoughts fuggefted to me ; 
not that I am fo vain as to imagine that 
you know them not ; but becaufe your 
Grief perhaps does fo entirely poflefc all 
the Fatuities ofyour^W,thatyouare 
not at liherty to refleft on them. Now 
give me leave to ask yota why this 
domeftiek Lofs (hould afflidfc you in 
this exceffive manner : Do but confi- 
der how Fortune has already dealt 
with both of us. We have feen all 
thofe things fnatcVd from us, which 
ought to be no lels dear to a fenji- 
hie Man than his Children : we are 
robb'd of our Country, our Reputation, 
of our Places, and in fljorjt, of all 
our Honours • and when we have fuf- 
fer'd this, what can farther happen to 
inhance our Grief ; or what Soul that 
has labour'd under thefe Calamities, 
ought not to grow callous and infenfi- 
lle to all other Accidents } Can you 
regret the Lofs of your Daughter 
when ever you think > (and how can 

you 
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you avoid it ? for 'tis no more than 
what I fay daily to my felf) That in thi s 
+»rctcheti jmfture of Affairs 'tis no great 
Unhapfbiefs to make off a troublefome 
Life, which at bed is fcarce worth the 
drawing after us. Now what was it 
that mould' make her fo«/W of Life 
in this general Shipwreck of the Re- 
publick? WhftTemptations, what #0/>« 
could (he have, or what mighty Ad- 
vantages could me pfopoTe her felf ? 
I fupp~ofe to marry (ome finetyoung 
Gentlemaii of Quality, and live band- 
fvmely and comfortably wtfh him. I 
don't queftion but that a Perfon of 
your eminent Rank in the World, 
when ever you pleafed, might have 
ihofen a Son-in-law, with Whom you 
might fafeh truft ybur Daughter. 
"But let us fee what joxx could have 
expeSted from fuch a Match, fuppofe 
it had teen never fo tdvontagtous .* 
Why, to have Children by her Huf- 
band, who mjght be a Comfort to 
ller when they were grown c up, who 
rni§ht ienjby the Fortune, left 'em by 
thetr Parents, advance tfremfelves by 
degrees to all the confiderable Tofts 
of the Government , and have it in 
\ their Power to fefve their Frierids. 
Alas! rf^thefe things are'-already gone 

be- 
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before they are given j and our Go- 
vernment and Liberties lie bmried un- 
der the fame RubbiJB. But ftill you'll* 
tell me, 'tiSjZfad thing to lofe ones 
Children, Tis fo, I confels ; but 'tis 
a more flailing Affli&ion to furvive 
the Deftruttion of ones Country : And 
this puts mc in mind of a certain 
F a IF a £P> which did not a little con- 
tribute to make me eafie in my Mind f 
in hopes it may have the fame effett 
upon your felf. At my Return from 
4/ta 9 as I was (ailing from JEgina to 
Megara* I had the curiofity to loot 
about me, and caft my Eyes upon the 
Cbaft by which we pafs'd. JEgina 
was behind me, Megara before me : 
1 had Piraeus on my right, and Corinth 
on my left Hand : All which were 
formerly Flourifhing and Wealthy 
Towns, but atprefent nothing but a 
Heap of Ruines. So then 1 began to 
make thefe Reflections with my felf j 
<c Why fhould we poor Mortals conh 
* plain and repine ? We, who cannot 
" reafonably exped to live long 
"in this World,* if the Fate of War 
"or the common Courfe of Nature 
"carries us otit of it; when we fee 
"the Skeletons of (b many liluftrious 
" Cities, that might have promifed 
B "them- 
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ceedingly concerned for the Lojs of 
one Daughter^ who, if ftie had not 
died now, muft certainly have paid 
the Debt of Nature at another; time, 
fince Ihe was born lubje# to its Laws ? 
But I conjure you to divert your; 
Thoughts from thefe melancholy 
ConfideraticnSj and ratfter rememher 
thole things that become a. Man of 
your Charafter, Confider that fliq 
livcf as long as it Was w.6rth her while 
to live i that fhe law her father pok 
fcG'd of the njoft eminent Dignities, 
of the City ; that lhe liv'd long eqougb 
to fee the better part of her Citizens 
die before~lier ; in fliort, that flie went 
offthe Stag? wfoen our Republic likewjfe 
.-• * 4 " was 
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was deftroy'd. I would defire to 
know whafc Reafon either you or fke 
have to complain of Fortune in all this. 
LafUy, Bememkr who you are,orte 
khafcusd to give Advice and Confokti- 
on to others; and don't immc thole 
fordid g$acks+ that pretend to cure dtt 
theWorld,frridare not able to help them* 
feives ; but rather make ufe of the favttt 
Remedies you prefcribe to otfaers,and efc- 
pe&a Cttre From 'em. There is no Grief 
fo djtinate, which length of time can t 
dhiuntlh and {often. Twill befeanda- 
hu$ in you - to\ expe& your Relief 
feomXimie, as«the commoner/ of 
Mankind ufe to do, and not overcome 
it rather by your Wifikwa and Philo* 
fophyi tf the Dead below haw any 
Senfe left them* yottf Daughter ifr , 

duty to yo*t> and lave to all her Rekw 
ttons in g$nml, . is fo far from cwtite- 
naming. this Affliction, that even flw 
conjures you to gr/w* no longer. Pay 
therefore this Refped to the Dead; 
pay it tfr your friends who are concern- 
ed Tor your Grief ; pay it to your Com* 
try* that when ever an Occafion of- 
fers it felf, you maybe able to ferve it 
with your Advice and Affiftance. 
In-fliort, fince we live in fuch Calami- 
tous Times, that we muft go down the 
B % Stream 
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Stream whether we will or no, don't 
give thofe at the Helm any Umbrage to 
think that you rather regret the Dc- 
ilrudion of the State, and the good 
Fortune of our new Conquerours i than 
the LcJfs of your Daughter. I am a- 
ftam'd to fay more to you on this 
Head, leftIlhouldfeemto^/?^your 
Prudence j for which Reafon I will con- 
clude. Your Friends have feen you be- 
have your felf fo fteadilyin the time 
of Projperity, that you werexuniver- 
faUy admired fork. Let em fee, that 
you can bear bad Fortune with the 
fame Equality of Mind j and don't af- 
file your felf more than Decency and 
Prudence require of you, that you* may 
give no occafion for People to fay, that 
this is the wily Virtue you want. As 
for me, fo loon as you are grown calm 
and fedate^ I will take care to inform 
you how Affairs go in this Part of the 
World. 

Farewel. 



Ci« 
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Cicero ta TitfuS. 

The Argument. 

This Letter is confolatory, and of the 
feme nature with the former. The 
Arguments are ahndji the fame, ta* 
ken from the commo^fieftiny of Man- 
kind^ and from tht calamitous Dif- 
prders of thofe miferable %imes. By 
this it will appear, that the Letter 
which Lcntulus fent to Cicero was 
ft ill frejh in his "Memory, find he 
fifes moft of the fame Reafons that 
are to be found in that ; unfefs it 
will befaid perhaps, that two Great 
Men, when they come to write uMn 
the fame Subjttl, may eafily happen 
to fall upon the fame things, with- 
ont communicating their Thoughts to 
ope another. 

ALthoughlam one of the unfitted 
Men in the World to adminifter 
Qonfolation to you, becaufel am fo ex- 
ceedingly afflitl^dzi yourTroubles.that 
f want a Comforter my felf ; yet fince 
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my Grief, as great and as juft as it is* is 
not altogether (b violent as yours, I 
thought my felf obliged in point of 
Gratitude W& Friendjhip to hold my 
Peace no longer under this your pre- 
fent Sorrow, but endeavour to give 
you fome little Cmfirt $t leaft, that 
may ferveto alleviate and ajfwage your 
Grief, if it cannot perfe&iy **r**it. 
The Cotrfblation which is moft «w- 
nwnly prefcribed m thefe Cafes, and 
which we ought always to have kv our 
Mouth? and Thou$tS) is to rememier 
that we are born Men, and that we were 
fent into the World on pwpofe to be 
exptjed to the Uncertainties of a fickle 
capricious Fortune • that confequently 
we ought to acquiefce in thefe Terms 
that Fate has allotted us $ that is the 
greateft Folly imaginable to be over- 
much affiibted at thofe Misfortunes, 
which it was not in our power to prer 
vent : And laftly, that if we reftefr up- 
on thofe that were born before us, of 
cart our Eyes upon our Neighbours *- 
hut MS+ we fliall foon find that we do 
not iland/ingly by our felves, but that 
9thers haye their Lofles and Calamities 
as well as we* Thefe keafons indeea 
are not without, their Weight t f h&Vifrgj 
be€» ufed by the wiftft (Wen, and npay •* 
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be found ih the Writings of otitgreatefl 
Philofophers : But in my Opinion, nei- 
ther they, nor any other Realbns of the 
Uke flatiire, ought to make that Impref- 
Jion upon lis, as the Confufidns and 
ttfbrdefr; of thefe miferable Times $ 
tftieri thofe are the happiefl Men ih 
my Opitiiori, rthat have no Children 
it all ; drid even thofe that have lojl 
? em in this calamitous Juncture are far 
Iefc miferable, than if they had buried 
*em When thfe Republic was in' a flou- 
fijhing Condition^ or when we had 
atleaft the Face of a Government a- 
itiongft us. Now if, your own pri- 
vate Lojffes, ind the Reflections you 
Alike upon them, are the rhingsthat 
nfbofy tak£ you up at prefent, I fuppofe v 
that your Stock of Grief, let it be as 
great as it will, may foon be exhaufted* 
But if you are^griev'd for the Mifi 
fortunes of thofe that are dead, which ' 

feerttf to be the EffaSfc of your Compaf- 
fon and Love, I will not ^prefent to 
you upbii this Head what I have fre^ 
q&&ttly read and beard. That there is 
io Evil M Death ; for it there remains 
» lis any Senfe after it, ti$ rather to 
be called Immortality than Death ; and 
if we kfi all manner of Senfe, we 
ought by no qieans to call that a Mife- 
B 4 C 
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ry, which we don t feel ; but this I darq 
venture to affirm to you without pre- 
tending to fet up for a Prophet* that 
there are thpfe Rods preparing for pur 
Backs, and thofe Calamities hang over 
our Common wealth,that whoever gets? 
out of the way to avoid them, in my 
judgment takes the wifeft Courfe that 
can be. Have we not hanijhddl manpsf 
of Virtue and good Learning frpp* a- 
mongft us > Nay,don t we daily fee our 
Lives and Liberties ravijhed from us by 
the Violence and Rapine of unjuft Ufurp r 
ers? For my part, I never hear of a 7 
ny of our young Fry carried off by 
Piftempers and other Cafuakies in this 
mod lamentahle zn& difmal Year, tjut 
I am fo far from thinking them unhap- 
py, that I take it to be th§ higheft 
Mark ot the Affettion and Goodnefs of 
Providence to remove them out o£thefe, 
Miferies, and take away 3 Lift from 
them, which would have beep a per- 
petual Series of Calamities and Vexa- 
tions. Arid therefore if you can but 
fo hx prevail upon your felf, as to be- 
lieve that no Misfortune, has hapned to. 
thofe Friends, whofe loft you fo niuch 
regret, you will find that you have lea- 
ten your Grief out of one of Itsftrongefi 
Holds, and that very little remains to, 

per- 
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peifed your Cure,- for when once all 
thofe Branches of you&Swflw.which had 
Communication with them, are dried un, 
you have none but your felf left to 
miBdj and one Would think it no dif- 
ficult Matter for a Perfon of your con- 
summate Prudence and Difcretion ; of 
which you have given the World fo 
many Teft monies even from your/»- 
fap, to forget your Grief, efpecially 
when it is wholly confined to your Celt, 
and has nothing to do with the Mife- 
nes and Misfortune!! of your Friends. 
Upon^this occafion give me leave to 
reprefent to you, that you have all a- 
lpng managed your felf with that uni- 
yerfal Appjaufe in all your Affairs, both 

0y* C pr * va te, that ypu are obli- 
ged in Reputation to preferve your old 
Chara&er, and fhew that you are ftill 
Mafter of all your former Conftancy 

Tis not enough for you, that TimL 
which ufes to conquer the moft obfthate 
Grief, will at laft abate your immoderate 
Sorrow : You ought to anticipate fo 
vulgar * Remedy, j*nd (hould make ufe 
of no other Thyfician but your Modera- 
tion and Prudence. What Woman was e- 
ver known to abandon her felf fo excef- 
jively, to grief upon the Lofs of her 
Children, but at laft (he ceafed her La- 
men- 
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mentations ? A Man of Cmdutt and 
Tefafxr will not tarry gU fo tedious a 
Healer as Time c/gjfer up the Wounds 
of his Sorrow, bat will immediately call 
his Reafon and Refolutiorrto his Relief. 
Now if this Letter of mine is fo bappy y 
as togive you thefeaft Etje under youir 
4#*#awtf , I {hail think I have pietfohn- 
ed a very meritorious Work j but if it ' 
fails of Succefe, I fhatt however fttkft 
my fetf with having dhcharged the>£>*> 
tr of a Cordial and Faithful /Mam/ ; in 
which you may atfure your felTl will 
never W found wanting to die /^ Mo- 
ment of my Life. 



Cice- 
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Cicero to Lucceius; 

The Argument. 

One who has been never fo little convert 
font in TnUy^ Works, needs not to bo 
told here, that the Difire of Glory was 
his predominant PaJJlon, which perhaps 
he carried to an Excefs. Accordingly 
we find him very urgent in this Let- 
ter with his Fri end Lticcektt, a fa- 
mous and Learned Author % hut feme 
ofwhofe Works are now extant ^ to write 
the Hijhry of his Atiiotts, and par- 
ticularly Catiline'* Confptracy, upon 
the defeating of which he valued him- 
felffo much. Monfieur Perraolt, at 
the End of his Parafefle de& Anci* 
cm & Modewies, 7.r. where he 
pretends to fet the Moderns upon 
the fame Level with the Ancknts x 
with what Jufiice I wilt mi fay, oppo- 
fes to this Letter cf€ic€r&one written 
by Monfieur Balzak: to Cardinal de 
Richelieu, which the Reader will 
find htm. What an Opinion TtrHy 
had of this Letter , appears by what 
he fays to his Friend Attfctis ohm 
it. Ep&ofcm Lucceiq nunc qoanj 

jnifi 
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inifi, qui res meas ut fcribat rogb, 
fac ut ab eo fiimas ; valdc bella eft. 
Ad Att.l.^.Epifl.7. 

AN awkard fort of Ba/bfulnefshzs 
all this while hindred me from 
asking a certain Favour of you, altho* 
I have frequently endeavoured to do 
it; and yet I can make a fhift to 
communicate it to you at this dif- 
(ance ; becaufe Letters doat ufe to 
blujb. I am extreamly defirous, and I 
hope theWorld can't Home me for it,to 
fee my N^me made immortal in your 
Works. *Tis true, you have often 
promifed to do me that Honour ; 
but excufe me if I am * importunate 
and preffing with you upon this Arti- 
cle j for altho' I had always a very- 
great Opinion of your Writings, you 
have rieverthelefs furpafled it ;- and I 
im fo (ran/ported when ever I read 
em, that I am impatient to the laft 
degree to have you celebrate myA#i* 
ons with all Expedition j For 'tis not 
only my defite that Pqfterity fhould 
talk advantagioufly of m^ hereafter, 
and that my Name (hould live in fu- 
ture Ages : I am ambitious while I am 
alive, to enjoy fo authentic an Ap- 
probation as yours, to receive fo diftin- 

guilh- 
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guilhinga Mark of your Friendlhip, 
and to be praifed by a Hand fo uni- 
vtrfaSy efteemed. I am fenfiblc that 
while I am writing this Letter to you, 
you are engaged in fcveral other De^ 
figns* which you have undertaken and 
bqrun : But fince your Hiftoryoi the 
Wars of Italy, and particularly that 
of our late Civil Commotions, is in a 
manner finifked; and fincml heard 
you lay, that you were going to be- 
gin the Continuation of them, I was 
refolved not to be unmindful of my 
felf, and therefore beg you to confider 
whether it will be moft proper to in- 
jert my A&ions into the Body of that 
Hifiory y or elfe to make a feparate Vo- 
lume of Catiline's Cbnlpiracy, as (eve- 
ral of the Greek Historians have done : 
CaMftbenes, for Inftance, has composed 
a Treatife of the Wars of Troy by it 
Jfelf ; Timaus has done the fame in his 
Wars of King Tyrrhus , and Poly Hits 
in that of Numantia. I confefc that it 
does not much concern me in point of 
Fame, whether 'tis fo or no ; but It 
highly concerns my prefent Impatience 
not to wait till you come to that part 
of your Hifiory^ but to engage you, if 
poflible, to difpatch me out of hand. 
Befides, I for cfee this Advantage in it, 

that 
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that if ycixitotfne your feif to the Li- 
mits of one Sulyefilar\& of one Per* 
/«*, you wiM have more room to dif 
flay the Fxttilky of you? Wit, and 
rhe/tor&ttof your Efoquence, I am 
not ignorant what an *^*4&*>Requeft 
this is, corifideridg the multiplicity of 
Bufinefe which takes you up at prefent; 
and how ill it looks in a Man to c*mt 
Commea^ation and Applaufej btft 
what will you think of me, if after all 
J don't deferve to he fo much com- 
mended as I dtps** But as Man that 
has once abandoned Mtdtfyt, mud be 
heroically impudent,, and not do things 
by halves. For this Reafon I eantefttp 
entreat you to firaifit me, and* perhafH 
more than yout&nk: I defer ve, with- 
out tying up yourfelf fo reli^ot^ly, 
to the ftrbSt Law* of fftfory; and* if 
you find any favourable Inclinations 
forme (tho* Ireraemben it wa$;/dea~ 
fantfy faid by you in one of your. /*» 
trodA&tons? that yotfcwerejio more to 
b& influenced bytheor, thair^mW&h*, 
Jfcnophon was by ttej Godttafc of /?/**- 
yW) ktme recjueft younofc to. ctoeh\ 
them, but fca-onco make thofe ABow^ 
afices to ffriendjfhit, whi^the^ewr/V^N 
of Tinithwtll not pttjnit. Could I; 
pre vail- witfe-you tountkrtake this Afcl 

fair, 
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fajr, I dare enga® it would not be, «*. 
W'ty oi your ploque ' - 

OJake j ■ — |. • 

ning <w 
with n 

which . 

notice , 

hapnec , 

defcrib 

or lay < , 

be molj r 

frtare. leave it to your 

own Dilcretion to condemn or jufiific 
whatever you think defervesyqur Q?»- 
fitre or Commendation j aha if you have 
a mind toe: " "? freely and 

openly, as y ,, yow may- 

take notice < ulafi Treat- 

^S. I . hj - _ . $* World 
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it j eVeri thofeWhdiievcryii^r^any, 
and behold thfe Misfortunes of other 
Men at a diftarice, without taking any 
part in 'em, muft furely find a fecfet 
Joy in commiferating them. Is it pofli- 
ble for any Man to read how gallantly 
Epaminondas died at Maniinea, with- 
out feeling in himfelf ftfme Companion 
for the Hero, when he finds he wou'd 
not fuffer the Fatal Spjtair to be pluck- 
ed out of his Sidfe, till he had asked 
Whether his Buckler was in the Hands 
of the Enemy, and when he. was told 
that it was not, expired with Pleafure 
and Satisfa&ion? VVho can read of 
the Banijhment and happy Return of 
Themiftocle* without being fenfibly af- 
fedted at the fantaftick (hifting of the 
Scene ? I may fofitively affirm, that 
the reading of our common Annats 
makes no more ImpreJJtonvvpon us, than 
the reading of an Almanac ; whereas 
the dangerous and uncertain Resoluti- 
ons in a GreatMan % sLife Infpire us with 
all forts of Motions, give us Admiration 
and Deftre, Joy and Grief, Hope and* 
Fcar^ and when all this is finilhed by 
fome remarkable Qataftrophe, the Mind, 
if I may fo exprefs my felf, is fated 
with the Pleafure it finds in the Narra- 
tion. And this 'makes me the more. 

im~ 
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importunate with you to beftow a fepa- 
rate Treatife upon this Tragi-Comedy of 
my Adventures ; for fo I may verv 
well call it, fince it comprehends (o 
many different Afis, play'd at feveral 
Intervalls } and carried on by fo ma- 
ny various Motions ; Neither am I 
afraid that you'll fufpett me of Flat- 
tery, for defiring to be prais'd by 
you rather than any one elfe j for you 
cannot be $. Stranger to your own 
worth, and muft certainly know that \ 
thofe who don't admire you, ought 
with more Juitice to be reckoned a- 
mong theEnviousjhzn thofe who praife 
you among theFlatterers. Befides, I am 
not fuch a Fool neither, as to expert 
immortal Clory from a Man who will 
not obtain the fame for 1 himfelf by 
the Beauty of his Language, and the 
Elegance of his Work, even while he 
commends me. Thus, when we find 
that Akxandpr wduld fuffer himfelf 
to be painted by none but ApeUes ; 
and none but LyfipPus to make his Sta- 
tues and Medals ; twas not becaufe he 
had a mind to gratifie and humour 
thefe two great MafierSj but becaufe 
he thought that the Excellence of their 
^rtj as it wpuld do credit up them. 
C WQula 
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wouM bring much more Glory to him- 
felf : And yet thefe famous Artifts on- 
ly gave the Reprefentation of his Bo- 
dy to thofe that knew him not : And 
had it never been done, what had he 
loft by it ; or indeed what great Man 
tnp&xs the lefs Figure in Story, be- 
caufe his Portraiture was never taken? 
Agejilaus of Sparta is no lefs efteemed, 
although he nevef would fufter his 
figure to be drawn, or any Statues to 
beere&ed to him, than thofe who 
were (6 extravagantly fond of thefe 
Vanities : For that little Book wherein 
Xenopbm has defcribed his excellent 
J$uafitfe$> has done him infinitely more 
Honour than the others received fro© 
all their Pictures and Statues. There- 
fore if you'll oblige me lb far as to af- 
low *jae a (mail place in ypur Compor 
ifcions, I ihail be much more pleafedf, 
&qd think my Memory much better fe- 
cured, than if all the Writers of this 
Age mould confpire to do me the feme 
Honour : For, not to mention the act- 
vantage of a heaufiful Stile, , which 1 
may as certainly exped to find from 
you as Timoleon found frcap Tinuem % «r 
Tbtmijtocles from tieroabtu* , I IhaU 
have this farther Satisfa&ion, to fee 

my 
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my tefjuppvrted by the Authority of a 
great and deferving Man, who has 
fliown the Wiftlom of his Gondutt in 
the greateft and moft important Re~ 
volutions of State ; fp that I (hall not 
only have my A&ions defcribed in the 
folitefi Language not inferiour to that 
which Alexander acknowledged to have 
been beftov/d on Achilles by Ho- 
mer j but 1 fhall likewife have the 
grave and /olid Appr6bation of thfe 
moft IBuftripu* Perfon of his Age. I 
love the Saying of HeStor in our Poet 
Navius, who not only tells us that it 
u a Pleafure ta him to he praifed, but 
goes further on, and adds, to be proo- 
fed by 4 Praife-vwrthy Man: Now, if 
you cannot aMge me in fhk Partic* 
lar ; that is to fay, if your other AfFaiw 
ftiould binder you* (for i cannot believe 
that you'll reftrfe me ady thing by 
your go«d will) I moft be forced to do 
that for my felf which feveral Perfon* 
have often condemned • I mean, to mrite 
my own H$ory ,• although 'tis certain 
th*t I have* the* Example of feveral 
Great Men to jaftiiie me ki fo doing; 
lot you fcnew r rtiy dear Friend, that 
there ire many Inconveniences in 
tQ Uci&Wifcing of this "nature : 
C% A 
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A Man is obliged to write of himfelf 
with more Indifference than he would 
of another Perfon, when he is to re- 
fete any A&ion that defends Praife ; 
On the other hand, tfhen he is to 
Ipeak of his own Defefis or Infirmir 
tiejs^ Vis natural for him topafs them 
over in filence. > Befides thefe Dif ad- 
vantages y there are many more behind ; 
a Man is apt to be left believed when 
he tells his own Tale ; he talks with 
lefs Authority : In fhort, the World 
exclaims againft him, and fays that 
he is more impudent than your 
Trumpeters, at the Publick Sports, 
who after they have crowned the 
other Conquerours, and folemnly na- 
med them , when they themfelves 
at the Conclufion of thefe Sports, 
come to receive the Cronm which 
they have deferved, defire a Brother 
Trumpeter to do the Ceremony for em, 
left they fhould be forced to proclaim 
their own Vi&ory. Now this is what I 
would willingly avoid ; and I {hall ef- 
fe&uafty avoid it, if you will under- 
take this Affair for me, as I earneft- 
ty defire you; and that you may 
not be furprized to fee me beg this 
of ym with fo much Eageroefs, and 



in 
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in fb tedious and (b long a Letter, 
as if you had never given me your 
Promife to oblige the World with 
an Exa<2; Hiftory of all the Ocurrences 
of our time. I muft farther declare 
and confefi td you fradkly and in- 
genuoufly that I am in pain y as I 
have already told you, to fee this 
Hifiory concluded by you in my 
Life time. Whether, this proceeds 
from the natural Impatience of my 
Temper ; or whether 'tis becaufe I 
am defirous to be known by your 
Books, and to tqfle while lam a^ 
live, the Plealure of that Glory , 
which they will certainly beftow on 
me after my Death. I conjure ypif 
to let me know what you defign to 
do, if it will not be too trouble- 
fome to you : for if you'll (et about 
it, I will furnifti you with (ufHcient . 
Memoirs ; but if you dqfer it to ■. 
another time, you and I will talk njore 
of it when w y e meet next : But I 
hope youll immediately t^ke it in 
hand, pollifh at leifure what you have 
begun, and continue to love me. 

Farexell. 

• ■-' t • 
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. C. Pliny to his FrmdVufcasn 

^ The Argument. 

75* this Letter Pliny advifes a young 
- Gentleman what Method to f&Soto in 
his Studies ." 

Olhce you have been pleafed to ask 
^ my Advice how yqu are to r** 
$//*/£ your Studies , and improve 
the prefeht Retirement you ^^y to 
tbp bell advantage, In the firft place 
I am of opinion, that it Will be high* 
h beneficial to you (and 'tis what 
Ibttie ofotfr greatett Maflers have of- 
ten advis'd) t6 tr an/late out of Greek 
into' Lattit x • and back again out of 
Zdria intptirtt* ; for by this fort of 
fccefcife a 'Man not only makes him- 
gjf kcompleat Mafter of both Lan- 
guages, acquires the Propriety and 
Beauty of Words, Fariety of Fi- 
gures, afltf Perspicuity of Stile, but 
by, letting the &$ Authors before 
huoi as Pattern to imitate, he attains 

at 
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A Letter »/ Plitty. 99 

at lad to copy their Virtu** and 
Perfe&ions. Beftdes, there are feve- 
ral things which efcape the Obfhrvati- 
flrof the niceft Reader \ which 'tis 
impoflible for the Tranjlater not to fee. 
So that by thus employing our felves, 
we cultivate the Understanding, and 
improve the Judgment : Neither will 
it be amifs, when you meet with a* 
ny Parage in art Author that is ex» -■ k 

tremety fine and beautiful, to enter the 
Lifts in competition with him, if I 
may (o exprefe my felf, and fry how 
you can perform upon the !fame 
Subject j then when you have fo 
done, carefully and impartially to con- 
fider in what Places he excels you, and 
where you have the better of him. If 
will be no little Satisfa&ion to you to 
find that you out-d* him in fome thingsj 
asontherhand, it will be a Mortifi- 
cation, if you fee he exceeds you eve* 
ry where: But if you are minded to 
be upon this Sport, I would not have 
you praftife upon mean ordinary Au- 
thors pf Utile or no Reputation $ but 
fingle cm tile raoft Eminent Maftcfrs, 
and chufe the moft /hiring Places. 
Tbisisadaiing Enter prize I muft cor* 
lefs j but foch as can't be taxed with 
Impudence or Vanity, finec a Man per* 
C 4 forma 
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40 , A Letter of Pliny. 

forms it in private by himfelf. Hdw* 
ever ' tis certain that abundance of 
Men, to their great Commendation, 
have ventured to contend with our 
moil admired Writers, by the fame 
token that they were not at their firfl: 
letting out alhamed to follow them at a 
diflance, while they were in hopes 
one day to overtake them. You will 
likewife find it very ferviceable to 
you, when* you have committed any 
of your Thoughts tQ writing, to lay 
» 'em afide for fome time, and endea- 
voufljfo forget em : Then when you 
are cool and fedate^ and diverted of 
that Fonclnefs that a Mm naturally has 
for his own Compofitions, to Call 'em 
to a fevere Examination • to ftrike 
put fome Expreflions, and to retain 
others ; in jflhort, to malje fuch Im- 
provements and* Alterations as you 
fee convenient Did not the Advan- 
tage we receive by it, make us fuf- 
ficiept amends for our Pains, 'tis aa 
ungrateful piece of Prudgiry, . I con- 
fefe, to call our Works to a (econd 
Review, to expunge and amend 'em i 
and when the whole Body of the Buil- 
ding is fiqiftied, to enlarge the En- 
trance, to ftrengthe n the weak Parts of 
itj to ftrik? out new Lights where they 
\ ,, . ^ are 
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A Letter of Pliny. 4 1 

arc neceflary ^ in fliort, to make fe- 
veral Additions , however fo, as not to 
deflroy the Symmetry or Proportion of 
the whole Strufture. I know that at 
prefent your Intentions run chiefly for 
the Bar: However, I would by no 
means advife you to confine your felf 
wholly to that wrangling and litigious { 
Stile which is pra&ifecr by our Plea- 
ders : For, as we find by common Ex- 
perience, that the Ground is foon 
worn out and exhaufted, if it is only t 
(owed with one fort of Grain j where- 
as it recovers heart by exchanging the 
Seed i lo the Faculties of our Mind 
lofe all their Vigour and Activity, when 
they are confiantly employed upon one 
Subjed*, while a judicious Variety gives 
'em new force. For this Reafon, if 
you would be governed by me, you 
fliould fometimes try how well you 
can perform in the Hiflorical way ; 
fometimes I would have you employ a 
few Hours in writing of Letters upon 
occafional Subjects i and fometimes 
too I would advife you to fafrifice to 
the Mufes, and fee how you can per* 
form in Poetry. I fay, I would fome- 
times have you try, your Poetical Ge- 
nius, becaufe even . in our publick 
Speeches pnd Harangues, wnerewe 

are 
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arc oblig'd to make any Defcriptionl 
a Man is forced not only to indulge 
himfelf in the Liberties and Decorati- 
ons of an Hiflorical, but even of a 
Poetical Stile ; And then, as for the 
Purity of Language, and a clofe com- 
pendious way of expreftng ones felf, 
.'tis no where fo happily learnt, aa by 
frequent writing of Letters. When I 
tell you that yon may fometimes di- 
vert your felf with Feetry, I don't 
.mean that you (hould attempt the 
writing of a /^continue* Poem, 
which cannot be done without a great 
expence of time, and perhaps more 
than the thing is worth; but afc/p that 
it may not be amifc for you now arid 
then to chicquer your Jirious Hours 
and Occupations with a few ftort 
&*///*r of, Verfification. This the 
World generally calls X*/#r or Sport$ % 
and indeed fo they are • howe- 
ver a Man gets fometimes no lefs Re^ 
putatimzvsn by thefe Sports, than by 
the grarvefi Performances. But to re- 
lieve tirf Pmfe with a little Ptetry; 
for why ihould I not make ufe of 
Vcrfe, when I encourage you to 
write it? 



As 
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A Letter of Pliny. 41 

As the fijuacious Wax with eafe re- 
ceives 
What ever Shape tV informing Artifi 

gives i 
Now reprefents the furious Gad of War, 
Qt in Minerva' J Likenefs dees appear. 
Now a fair Venus fhews with all her 
Charms y 

Or wanton Cupid f for ting in her Arms : 
Asmurmring Rivets with their Chry- 

fial Streams 
Nrt only ferve to quench th y afpiring 

Flames : 
But in helov'd Meanders as they flow 
On Fields and Flown frefh Beauties 

do heftow ; 
Sofhouhd the Mind with early Care he 

wrought, . 
And fafbiorid for the different turns of 

Thought. 
Que Art alone too dull a Chafe does 

yield : 
Tmr a&ive Sportfman ranges all the 

Field. 

And thus we find that the moft Get** 
hated Orators, and Perfons of tha 
flioft eminent Rank have condefended 
to employ and divert , or rather to 
divert and employ themfelves in thefe 
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agreeable Amufements : And it is al- 
nioft incredible to tell how ftrange- 
ly the Imagination is affetted by 
them ; for they are not only proper to 
defcribe Love, Hatred, Angfer, Envy, 
Companion, and die like* but like- 
♦Grotins w *f e comprehend every thing that has t 
bos attem- a. Relation to Human Life ; nay, what 
ftoi& feems direA1 y oppofite to its Genius, 
nature in a Verfe takes in e ven the * Law it felf, as 
Parapbrafe rugged and morofe as it appears. This 
thzchlp^ Advantage $t leaft we reap fromPoetry^ % 
tersin jof- that when we lay it ajide^nd return to 
fiSmT Pro ^ wefeem to have knock'd off 
dcrcrum our Fetters; and What every Man • 

& ac^uT' ^ ^ oon ^ t0 ** /r **> ^P° n ma k* n S 
rcnddca- the Experiment, our Thought? and 
rum Do. fiords flow with more Facility and 
»«!?& to Free ^ om : Perhaps I. have exceeded my 
*efw 4. Commiffion zndtnterpofed my Advice 
Atop*** * n ^^ Matters w ^efe you never r*- 
tutfir m a a quired it : However, I am fenfible that 
thatimuid l fizve omitted one thing; and that is 

5y»f t0 teli y° u > what Auth ors I think ntofl: 
inns of proper for you to read ; altho* in effeft 
fitment? * did it, w h en I advise! you what to 
'9fe»Uc> »>** ; only remem&er this by the bye, 
d«on f # always to read thcBefi in their kind :for 
i^Srf « the Proverb has it/Tis not the^**- 
vaaghanV ity^ h\tij%uality that recommends every 
Rcp ?!L thing: Now, who thefe are, is form* 
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A Letter of Pliny. 47 

wonly known, that they need not be 
pointed out, or named to you. Befides* 
without engaging to make any fuch 
Catalogue, 1 have already fwell'd my 
Letter to fuch a Bulky that Ihave trej- 
paffed upon your Hours of 5/«^y, even 
when I pretend to regulate them. In 
fhort, Aar* your Pen and Ink in hand, 
and either put in practice fome of thefe 
Rules th^t I have fent you, or i$ you 
are taken up. about any thing .el^ dif- 
patcb and finifh it. 



SE- 
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Sele& Letters 
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OUT OP 

ARIST^NETUS. 



Ariftomenes to Myronides. 

Ep. xi. Lib. i. 
About a Lady that confented to grant her 
Lover every thing hut the lafl Favour. 

YOU have heard of feveral fan- 
tafticEffeds that Love has 
product in the World : But 
I am going to tell you of One which 
will furprize you more than all the 
reft : for my part I never heard of the 
like before. Architeles, towhofe Per* 
fon and Character I fuppofe you are 
no Stranger, has for this good while 
been, moil furioufly in. love with 7Jr- . 
lefippe. It was not without a great 

deal 
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deal of Importunity, that flie was pre- 
vailed upon to admit him into her' 
Company : at lad (lie fufrered it, but 
has tied the poor Toung ; Fellow to fuch 
hard Conditions, that tis a Miracle to 
rae how he could comply with them. 
Young Man, fays foe, I give you leave 
to kifs me as oft as you pleafe • 
nay, to touch my Breafts, to fqueeze 
my Hinds, to carefs and bngg me , 
even when my Stayes are off- but 
as for Marriage, I would not have 
you fo vain as ever to think or 
dream of it, left you mould forfeit 
thefe Privileges, and force me to 
difcard you my Se 



, Service. Be it then 
as ray %g$en would have it, replies 
Atcbiteles ; if you are pleas'd, I am 
refblvd to be fo, and mall think you 
reward my paft Sufferings more than 
they deferve, if you will vouchfafc- 
me a kind Look now and then, and 
fometimes honour me with your Con- 
vention. But Madam, may I make 
fo bold a? to ask you why you forhid 
me to thinic of Marriage, For a hun- 
dred and twenty Reafons, replies the 
lady; but atprefent I mall only give 
you one, whieh you muft own to be 
fufficient. Matrimony, like fome fort of 
^rotefoue fainting, looks well enough 

when 
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when you view it at a diftance j but 
when you come up clofe to it, the 
Courfenefs of the Daubing is, enough 
to turn ones Stomach, Hymen puts the 
flattering End of his magnifying Glafs 
into the Hand of all his Cqftomers , 
which makes them fee a thoufand 
more Charms in thtir Miftreffes than 
they really poflefs j and this is the Rea* 
fon why mod of them repent of their 
Bargain, when they find it f o wretchedly 
difappoint their Expeditions , and 
throw away the Romance after they 
have once read it. Enjoyment as natural- 
ly begets DHguft, as Difguft concludes 
in Hatred ; and a Man that would 
have pawnd his Soul to obtain one fa- 
vourable Glance from his Miftrifs oe- 
fore he was married to her, (lights and 
undervalues her when he has her in 
his Power. Befidep, there's no trail- 
ing to you young Fellows : You are as 
ineonftant as Weathercocks $ and 'tis 
as impoflible to Jecure you, as to fx 
Mercury: She that pafles for a God* 
de/s with you to day, ten to one but 
you make a Fury of her before the 
Week is over. In fhort, Expedation 
keeps L6v§ a/ive; but Enjoyment kills 
it beyond aH poffilility of a Refur- 
region. Thus you fee what a nar* 
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M df Atifta-netus. 49 

fo*> Cirde this Imperious Devil has 
confin'd the Unfortunate Arcbiteles. 
He lives with his Miftrifc in no better 
a Poft than an Eunuch would dO; nay* 
I much queftion*whether Ihe does not 
grant fome Favours to her Monkey and 
Lap-Dog which flie refufes him. For 
my part, I wonder he does notrelell t 
add throw off a Tyrant that treats 
him lb rigoroujly, and impofes that as 
a Diver/ion upon him, which Antiqui- 
ty made to pais for one of the greateft 
Punifhments in Hell. To touch and fee, 
and yet be forbidden to tafte, is cer* 
tainly the greateft of all Curies ! 
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Euxitheus to Pythias* 

Ep. x. Lib. x. 
A Gentleman falls in love with a pretty 
Lady at Churchy and fends her this 
merry Love-Letter. 

WELL, Madam, few yottr fefee 
- I believe I (hall never like a 
Church Co long as I live. People 
ufe to go to thofe Places to fray tff 

their Misfortunes ; but for my part 

I have pirayd my felf into fiich a 

Peck of Troubles , that only Jove and 

T~etL±sxo t I beg your. Pardon, only Tou 

and Jove can tell when I fhall get 

clear of them : For alas i while with 

my Hands and Eyes moft devoutly 

lifted up, I was as bufie at my Prayers 

' as a Lawyer at his Paper -x, I found 

. my felf air on a fudden Jhot through 

the Heart, Liver, Pluck, and all, by 

that confounded Dog of an Archer 

Cupid : For, Madam, turning my felf 

to the Right, who fliould 1 happen 

to lee but your Ladifhip j and I no 

(boner faw your Ladijhip t but thofe 

eVer- 
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everkfting Murderers , your Tvbi^ktirs 
pink'd and ftabb'd m in- a tfcouftnd 
Parts of my Body. Iehdeavdur'dtd 
remove f my Eyes from an Qbfc€t 
that would not allow me time to 
iky my Prdyets .• For, Madatri, you 
muft know I am plaguy ReiighutM 
my Nature ; but the Devil a j6t my 
Eyet wou'd obey me : So 6n I g&'a, 
and ftar'd without IttermifiM, while 
the reft of the Peopltf went on with 
their Devotions: And, Madam, wtieft 
you perceiv'd that my Eyes made fo fit* 
miliar with your Divine GouftteMnee , 
like the reft of your Cr**/ &x, that 
take a Pleafure in mttlfyhtg us poor 
Men, ydu direw your Had dwt 
your Face, and not content With 
that, turned your felf another Way $ 
nor was that all, but you clapt your 
unrighmus Hand upon your Ser&phi- 
cal Cheek, only leaving a final! part 
of it not much bigger than a Patch, 
as our Ladies now wear them, to be 
fcen, which however was enough td 
do my Bufinefe #&?«*#. Now, Ma~ 
dani 9 let me ask you one civil Que* 
{Hon : Witt you be pleated to take in* 
to your Service a Slave that is ambi- 
tious of living and dying for your fake* 
and who would rather chufe to carry 
D x your 
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your Chains, than enj&y a dull lazy Li- 
berty, or be the greateft Monarch in the 
Univerfe. I can't tell whether Jupiter 
is altered of late; but by Jove I dare 
fwear, that even Jupiter himfelf would 
leave his; Heavenly Manfion*. arid put 
frimfelf once jnore tQ the Expence of a 
Golden Sho&er ; but what makes me 
talk qf ; 3 Golden Shower ? I dare 
fwear that he would take any Form 
pr Shape upon him r eyp n thjat 
of a . Bellowsrtnender, a Broom- Man, 
or a ,Ghin>ney-fweeper, only to have 
the Priviledge of making you a fmall 
VjLfit. But, Madam, to let father a- 
lone (nam qu(efupra nos r nihil ad nes) 
^ .to return to mj>y*#$ I could with 
you would give me as jufi an Occafioa 
to fpeak we/l of your Good Nature, 
1 as you have given me to extoll your 

Beauty/ For* under the Rofe, my Dear, 
it would, be a mod horrid and la* 
rentable thing, if your cruel Treat* 
mnt (hould fright back the Lover, 
whom youj Charms have gaind you. 
Since you have fpoil'd my Devo- 
tion at Church,. fli e en try how I 
can pray at home ': And O ye Gods ! 
that any one of you would be fo ten- 
der-hearted as to ajfift and • promote 
the Amours of the moft paffionate 

Wretch 
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Wretch, that ever drunk his Miftrefs s 
Health out of a Slipper; or told his' 
Pain in the Woods to thofe companionate 
Gentlemen the Trees : And as for you, 
Charming Damfel^ I am ready to /wear 
to you by what God or Go/defs in the 
Firmament you pleafe : Or rather, if 
you II take .my Word without fwear* 
ingj I will pray to every Divinity that • 
fo long as you vouchfafe to Be the 
Sovereign Lady of my Hearf f and may 
that be fo long as both of us live ; and 
may both of us live as long as we are 
able to enjoy and look at one another ,) 
I may take a Pride in wearing y oar 
Fetters^ and being 

TQurm#obfequi<wVaffai+ 
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Afciphron to Lueian* 

Ep. f. Lib. i% 

t£o& a Woman put a Trick upon her 
Husband v^ho bad Jfcrpriz'd her at a 
public Entertainment y and, made him 
glad tot buy hh feace. mth her at 
Wf rate. 

'T^'Other Day fo mmy an Adven- 
1 tore hapned at our Ea<$ of 
the Town, that I can't for the Heart 
of ipe forbear to fend you a Jhort Ac- 
count of it We^ad a public Entertain- 
ment, you muft know, in the Suburbs, 
to wmcb Charidemus invited feveraT 
of his Friends : Amoneft the reft, 
there was a certain Lady (you 11 ex- 
cufe me if I don't think it proper to 
give you her Name) whom that La- 
titudinarian of a Lover Charidemus f 
who flies boldly at all Game, meeting 
accidentally in the Street, as he was 
upon the hunt, muQr needs oblige to 
lup with him. After all the Guefts 
were arriv'd, the Mafler of the Feaft 
comes into the Room, fprucM up as 

fine 
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' fine as a Lord y and brought with him 
an old venerable Gentleman, Mho it 
feems Was his Friend. Our young Fe- 
male no (boner (aw him come into 
the Room, but immediately (he flew 
into the next Apartment^ and fending 
for Charidemus to come to her j Lord ! 
(ays (he, what have you done? You 
have utterly ruined me: That old Fellow 
you brought along with you is my 
Huslandj the moft jealous, ill-natured, 
yellow-gated Dog y that ever was 
known, and, as fur ly zndpeevijb as he 
is jealous ; he certainly knew me by 
my Mantoa : for 'tis not a full Week 
fince he gave it me ; and I perceived 
he kept his Eyes inceflantly upon it, fo 
that when becomes home, our Houfe 
wUl be untile J> that's certain $ and if 
I efcape with the Lofs of a Leg or an 
Arm, I come off cheaper than I exped ; 
but after all, fays (lie, perhaps Ways and 
Means may be found to put the Dottor 
upon the Oldftig : Be you therefore fo 
kind as to (end me out of hand a Plate- 
full of Viftuah to my Houfe, and I 
warrant you 111 manage my Tyrant 
rarely > and paake him as meek as a Lamb 
before i have done with him. *Twa$ 
oofoonerpropos'd, but agreed upon ; 
lp (he took the (horteft Cut to her 
D 4 ftoufe, 
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Houfe, that (he might get thither 
before her Ancient Lor d and Mafter j 
apd taking a Neighbour's Wife along 
with her, both of 'em laid their Heads 
together how they might beft dumfound 
the jealous Coxcomb. They were 
jiardly got within doors, but in comes 
Sir Fumble the Choleric^ roaring and 
(Wearing like a Dragon^ and calling the 
Wife ofhis Bofbm a thoufand Whores 
and Strumpets. Well, you infatiable 
Cockatrice ; fays he, TU put it out of 
your Power to abufe me or my Bed 
any longer : My Ejeszxe not fo bad, 
but I knew you well enough to night by 
your Mantoa j butlm refolv'd to (poi| 
your Gadding abroad for the future : 
With that he ran furioufiy towards his 
Sword, when the other Woman, who 
had retired into the next Chartiber, 
Popps very feafonably into the Room : . 
Neighbour, cries flie, here . is your 
Mantoa again, and I give you a thou- 
fand Thanks for the Ufe of it. I was 
invited out tq an Entertainment this 
Afternoon, which made me m*ke fo 
bold with you : And pray Madam, be fo 
kind as to accept of fomething that I 
have brought you : with that fhe unco- 
• vers the Plate, and fets it before her. 
Whenoqr pld mnfiy Quckofy faV this. 

the 
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the Sky clear J up with ! him in a 
trice; his Sufpicions vanifh'd, hisjea- 
loufiewas non-plus' d* nay, the .Scene 
was fo wQnderjully changed, that from 
a haughty imperious Tyrant, he be- 
came the moft • cbfequhus Slave that 
might be. Dear Fubfee, cries he, I 
own I was in the wrong; but what 
fliall I fay > the beft of us may be 
fometimes miflaken ; truly, truly, I was 
be/ides my fclf • my Paffion had made 
me as Blind as a Beetle : But prithee 
dear Wife, lay a "Fine upon me, and 
fee it be a good heavy Fine too, a 
Necklace of Pearl, a new Gown and 
Petticoat, or fome (uch niatter ; for \ 
jim refolved to purchafe my Peace ^vith 
thee, let it cofl me what it will : But . 
what a Mercy 'was it, my. 'pretty Pigfrye, 
that our Neighbour fliould come in fo 
luckily , and thereby prevent the Effu* 
fion of my dear Spoufe s Blood. Thus 
the old Gentleman humbled himfelf be- 
fore his Wife ; and to ftiow his Grati- 
tude for this Axzx\^tDeliverance y muft 
needs go to Church immediately. His 
pious Wife made her bell ufe of this Op* 
portunityfewfa for her Gallant , and Cue* 
holds her Husband, that now he might 
have Occafion to thank Heaven tor 
fomewhat. 

Her- 
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Hermocrates to Euphorioa 

Ep. 6. Lib. i. 

The great Danger a Man runs if find- 
ing himfelfdifappointed when be mar* 
ries, confirmed by the ' Story of a 
young Girl^ that began to trade for 

her Jeif very foon. 

*\ 

TO (how you how foon the Wo- 
men of this Age grow ripe, as 
likewife to deterr you from commit- 
ting Matrimony, till you have made 
a due Enquiry into all Matters , 
fuffer me to entertain you with the 
following Story. A Gentleman's Daugh- 
ter of my Acquaintance furpriz'd her 
Nurfe the other Morning with the fol- 
lowing Confejfion : Nurfe, (ays fhe, if 
you will give me your Word, and Pro- 
mife that you will never talk ont a- 
gain, I have a Secret to impart to you 
which highly concerns me. The 
Nurfe fwore by all that w^s good and 
facred, by the never-failing Brandy- 
Bottle, and the comfortable Sack-pojfet, 
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that it fhould never go out of Her 
Lips. Upon thi% the young Girl 
mfl)i»g very prettily, to jell you the 
truth , Nurfe, cries fte, if. have loft 
! my Maidenhead. How, fays the old 
(fcattewoman, have you parted. with 
that precious Treafure f Upon that fhe 
tow her ffair t wrung her H4nJs 9 
ikoap'd the Ground with both Feet, 
and lM» as if Ibe had been diftrafr- 
ed. For God's fake, Nurfe, (ays the 
young Gipfie, don't mafce fuch a Ntifir, 
; left the Folks in the Houfe thould o 
! v« hear us. You prmifed % did you 
I not, to keep my Council ? why then 
do you make all this T ether y as if you 
defigned to fatr*j me* And, Nurfe, to 
let yon fee I am not fo guilty as you 
tske me, tho* I was ready to die for 
love, yet I did not furfemier up my 
AS on the fudden; no, I difputed o» 
very Inch of Ground with my VSaffant ; 
but alas/ I found all this Strutting 
was to little purpofe j I was of twenty 
Minds in an Hour ; and thus I expofiw 
kted with my felf s Shall I obey the 
Dilates of ZrfW, or bid defiance to 
him? Shalllconfub ray Pleafure, or 
preferve my Reputation, ? Both are in 
ray f swear. But alas / I find a Wo- 
nan has no Freowill in thefe Matters , 

the 

/ 
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theBias on Nature's fide runs (6 (Irong* 
and Honour is ail unequal Match for In- 
clination at any Hour of the Day y but 
« efpecially of the Night. What help'd 
to inflame my Paffion, was the very 
Opposition I made to it; fo that hav- 
ing held out about a Month, it was 
not in the power of frail Flejb and 
Blood to fuftain the "Siege any 
longer. When flie had done her 
Story, this is lamentable News, re- 
plied the old Beldame ; You have 
• dilhonqured my Grey Hairs, and broke 
through all the wholfome Admoni- 
tions I have given you : But, MUs, 
fince (as the Proverb has it) What 
if once done\ is never to be undone ; all 
the Advice I can 4 give you at prefent, 
Mils, is to forbear this Paftime, Mifs, 
for the time to come, till the Hot) 
Prieft has joyned you to fome Hif- 
band y Mils, and then you may faO 
on a God's Name, and take your 
Belfy fall j for, mind me,Mils,lhou!d 
you do this naughty thing again with 
your Spark, ten to one, Mils, but 
your Apron-Strings would rife up to 
your Chin y and tell flrange Tales of 
you; This would enrage your Fa- 
ther, break the Heart of your Mo* 
tHer, and expofe you, MUs, to the 
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malicious Mirth of all the Neighhour- 
hwd: But, Mils, I truft in Heaven, 
that before any thing of thjs happens^ 
Providence will find out for you a 
good Pains-taking Husband ; and I 
hope your Father has got your Tor- 
no* ready to ftrike the firft fair 
Chapman that bids for you. So then, 
Mother, cries the Girl, jumping and 
frisking about her, I have nothing more 
to fear, have I ? No, cries the Nurfe, for 
this bout,Mifs, I hope you have nothing 
more to fear : And when you come to 
be married^ Mifs, leave every thing to 
my Conduk : for, Mifs, do you fee, 111 
manage Matters fo for you, that, Mifs, 
though your Husband could fee as far 
into a Mill-ftone as the beft Thilojopher 
of them all j nay, though he were a 
a Man-midwife and a Conjurer into the 
bargain, yet Mils, heftiould never fuf- 
pe<2 you : And if he has any Skill in 
thefe Matters, his very Skill lhall help 
to cheat him. This vertubus Dif 
courfe paft between the old Woman 
and our young Harlot in a private 
Arlour in the Garden, and was acci- 
dentally over-heard by one of my Ser- 
vants. Judge then, my worthy Friend^ 
what a cruel Rifque we poor Men run, 
dHt venture into the Terra incognita of 

Matri- 
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woHyswheh our Females are debauched 
before they get into their Teen*, and 
know Man almoft as Toon as they can 
tell their Right-hand from their Left : 
So that if the Age zoes on after this wic- 
ked rate, as it has m&im, a Man that is 
refolved to have a MaiJenhebd, riwft 
chule his Wife out of the Cradle r or at 
belt, be content to take her hi a Bii 
and long Coats; but a word to the 
Wife is fuffieient. 



i U m nr . r« < > « i ri a 
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Eubulidcs to Softratus. 

Ep. ix. Lib* %. 
That 'tis Folly for a Man to marry a 
Woman Beneath bimfelf out $ hopes 
that jkcll make a dutiful Wife, 
which is confirmed By an Inflance to 
tbatpurpofe. 

IT feems you are not convinced by 
what I laid to you in our laft Con* 
verfation ; therefore I once more af 
firm it j and you may believe your 
Friend, who has found it to be fo by 
woftri Experience, that a perverje 
frmard Woman is never to be men- 
ded: even Poverty, that ufes to hum* 
Me idie haughtieft Tyrants , cannot 
^corred their Injolence, or make them 
trainable to their Husbands ; of which 
fitd Truth I am a living Teftimony: for 
Eke a filly Blockhead as I was, I mar* 
ried a VVoman with not a Groat to 
her Portion, thinking I fliould- Eve 
tafcr with one whom I preferred as it 
werifroma Dungbil to my Bed, than 

with 
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with one that was t more fuitable to 
my Quality and Ejlate, who perhaps 
might prefume upon her Family and 
the Fortune (he brought me. I lov'cl 
her, diaugh zServing-maid, with the, 
# f r#<$ PafTion imaginable j I was to* 
cerned to fee fo />m/y a Creature un- 
dergo fuch vile Drudgery * I pitied fhe , 
. . M^anriefsof her Condition ; -and at 
. Pity eafily improves into Love, (which 
was a t piece of Natural Philqfophy I 
then was unacquainted with} I pitied 
^nd pitied her dill, till at laft I fell yp to 
the ears in love: Thought. I to my 
felf the Duce is in't if a VVoman, 
who has fo many Oh ligations to hef 
Husband % will not make the moft du* 
tiful Spoufe in the Univerle ; but I 
was lamentably miflaken in my Poli* 
ticks jfortho' fhehad fcarce£loathsto 
her IjJack, when I took her for better 
Qnr worfe ; yet now (he is more infi> 
lent and ill-manner'd than if fhe had 
brought her weight ift Gold with 
her. In fhort, the Devil can't match 
her for Envy, Malice and Ingratitude s 
* Her Paffion fometimes tray ports her 
fo, that {he threatens to drub my Jac- 
ket. 'Tis true, fhe has not as yet beeo 
fo good as her word ; for which 1 may 
thank her Fear, and not her want 

of 
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of Will : However, (he pretends to 
controui and contradict me in every 
thing* and neither fears me as her Ifuf* 
iand y nor refpeds me as her Fafron. 
This, my dear Friend, is .^the /^r- 
tim I have had with her, thopgh, now .< 
I think on't, I muft do her the ju- 
ftice to own, that Ihe brought a 
.Gown .with her, but To bepatcht and 
betattered, HI warrant you, that it 
hadbeeri two hundred Years Out of 
Faihioti ; but now no Clothes are 
gW enough for her ; and every other 
Week forfooth, Ihe muft have a new 
Gown and Petticoat, as if (he ftudied 
all the ways in the World to ruine me, 
and bring me to a Gaol. Were fay 
Eftate tea times greater than it is, 
(he would foon bring it to nothing by 
her boundlefs Prodigality. 'Tis to no 
purpofe to tell her what will be the 
Effedfc of her Vanity. T'other Mor- 
ning as (he was importuning me upon 
the old (core for a New Gown, my . 
Dear, faid I to her, Prithee do but 
-behold this Coat of mine; it has fer- 
ved me a whole Twehe-month, and yec 
I can make a Jhift with it ftill ; in 
good faith you will undo me, if you go 
on after this rate. Undo you > cries Ihe 
to me fo loud, that you might have 
E . he*rd 
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heard her a Mile off; You are like 
indeed to be undone by my expenfive 
living : there's never a Woman in 
Town bujt goes letter dr^fl: than my 
felf, though their Husbands are no- 
thing near fo well able to bear itj 
And, Mr. Thrifty, how long do you 
think I have worn this Mantoa ? 
Tk about a Fortnight old, replied I: 
Look you there f cries t\x&InJlrwnentQi 
Hell, as I hope for Salvation I have 
had it a full Month ; but every thing 
I find is too good for your loving Wife. 
With that ftie fell a roaring and cry- 
ing, as if (he intended to exhauft all the 
radical Moifture in her Body. Now, 
what would you advife me to do in 
this Cafe ? For my part, I fee no o- 
ther way left m^ but to belabour 
her Sides with a good Oaken Cudgel 
at parting, turn her out. of Docrs % 
and bid her make die left of her 
way to Hell, rather than flie (hall 
Iquander all I have, and fend me to 
an Hofpital. I know by Experience 
that the more a Man bears with an 
imperious Woman, the more flie will 
ride him j and that a true Scold is no 
more to be cured than ^ Vicious 
Conftitution, which turns the bed 
Aliments iatQ Poifon : Therefore I 

am 
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am refolved ftie fhall trobp, and be a 
Thorn in my Foot no longer. This is 
fully concluded between me and my felf 9 
nemine contradicente ; and as for my 
Dear Spoufe, flie may travel with her 
Band-Box where-ever ftie pleafes ; 
and whether ftie hangs or drowns her 
felf in her great Difcretion, 'tis all 
one to 

Tour humble Servant. 
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Epimenides to Arginota. 

Ep. 17. Lib* x. 
A Letter of Gallantry to a mar- 
ried Woman. 

IProteft, Madam, you advife one 
like any Oracle : Your Exhorta- 
. tions are < the fobereft things in the 
World, by the fame token, I never 
think of them, but they wonderfully 
affed: me. The lad time I had the 
Honour of your Company^ you were 
pleafed to ask me when I intended to 
raife the Siege, and leave off perfecu- 
ting you, adding, that you had an 
lionets Man to your Husband, and 
would fooner lofe your Life , and 
all that, than violate his Bed. After 
{his, Madam, you very difcreetly 
counfclled me to fly the .Country, left 
he ihould • find me prowling in his 
Territories, and cut my Throat for 
endeavouring to fortifie his Head. 
Now, Madam, as I hinted above, you 
have a mod excellent Hand at advi- 

My 
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. fing % but you mufl: give me leave to tell, 
you that you were never in love^ nay, 
that you never faw a Lover in your life : 
for your Language fliews that you are 
a perfedi Stranger to thefe Matters. 
You tell me that you have a Iluf- 
hand • why, what care I if there were, 
a tboufand of 'em ; for then there 
would be fo many the more to 
Cuckold > A true Lover is as great a 
Stranger to Fear as he is to Modejh. 
Break your Fan about his Ears ; tet 
your Lap-dog^ Squirrel and Monkey all 
at once upon him ; turn him out of 
doors j call him a hundred faucy Fel* 
lows, and fling your Chamber-pot at 
him; yet all this won't hinder hirn 
from making a fecond Attack ; Fright 
him with a Bully of a Husband eight 
foot high; nay, fet Death before hi$ 
face, hell hrfak through all Difficul- 
ties, and fail againft Wind and TV*, 
to arrive at his expe&ed Tort. Venus 
is infinitely more honoured by thefe 
noble Refactions, than by all the In* 
cenfe and Vi&ims that her other Vo- 
taries prefent to her. So, Mfulam, you 
may fave your (elf the trouble of giv? 
ing nje any more wholfome Admoniti- 
ons • for, upon my word, they are not 
like to edifie with we. Having made 
E? fhefc 
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thefe Advances, I fcorn to' Hften to 
the Suggeftions of fo treacherous a 
Privy-Counfellour as Fear* and have 
refolved either to take the Town by 
Stormy or elfe to die in the Trenches % 
or do fomething that's worfe: Yon 
may diffuade me to the contrary* tilt 
your Lungs are tired ; but my Heart 
whifpers me to keq> my ground ; and 
for your fake I haye bound my felf by 

\ an Oath, either to fall in your Quar- 
rel, or elfe to cure my hcmeihs wrry- 
• ing : For I have been told that Marriage 
is asefle&uala Cure for Zove, as Be- 
Beading fe for the Tooth-acb. But; Ma- 

' dam,I hdpe y ou'H not put me upon fucfi 
cruel Extremittes. In the mean time. 
Oh, thoy moft charming of all Wo* 
m^n! don't entertain any Rich wicked 
Sentiments as to think tnat thefe are 
Compliments of courfe, and no better. 
Youmuft be a rank/»/f^/tocKflrtrft 
me after fo frank a Declaration: iox % 
as I hope to be happy in your Emfra* 
ces y my Ten is Secretary tQ njy Heart \ 
and writes nothipg but what; that di+ 
Hates to it. 

..■;; .' n f' ' ;.';' . '• FhrewtB, 

t * 
■ (^ 
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JElianus to Calyca, 

Ep. i. Lib. z." 

A young Gentleman had falkn out 
with bis Miftrefs; and a Friend of 
bis endeavours in this Letter to re- 
eftablijh him in her good Graces : 
and the letter to hring it about, tells 
her that be /ball bring his^ Pockets 
lined with "Gold: which Argument 
they fay, never yet failed with any 
VVman of any Age y Religion or 
Country wkatfoevcr. ** 

I Have prefumed to write you this 
Letter in behalf of my Friend 
Charidemus ; and if my Eloquence 
could come up to the height of his 
Paffion, I fliould not much doubt of 
carrying my Point with you- This 
young Gentleman has been long your 
Adorer • and unkfs you propofe a 
fpeedy Cure to his Pain, I am afraid 
will not continue long in the Land of 
the Living. At prefent he is a walk- 
ing Skeleton ; and I leave it to you to 
consider what credit it will be for you 
E4 to 
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to fend one, who Is a GhoB a'ready^ 
to his Brethren below/ For my 
parr, I daily put it up in my Pray- 
ers ,' that Bloodlhed may never be 
laid to your Charge $ and that fo 
beautiful a Faces as yours may never be 
indi&ed at Heaven s Old-Baily for 
Murther. You are angry with the 
Young Spark I know, and perhaps 
he has merited your Indignation: but 
|f his Touth will not plead for his 
pajl Errours, yet remember he has 
done Pepance enough by being ba- 
nijhed your Company fo long. As 
you are only inferiour to the Goddels 
of Beauty \ perhaps it may not be a- 
mifs for you , to try to imitate her ^ 
'Tis true (he has her Fire, and carries 
her Darts about her; but her Fire is 
gentle, not devouring, and her Darts 
are relerved for thofe that defpife, not 
for thofe that adore her. You are 
not content to fet us on fire by your 
Sight \ but wound us even with your 
Abfence. Now where would the harm 
on't be, to heal the Wounded by a 
kind Glance, and to foften that Flame, 
which your Cruelty firft kindled. So 
far Madam,! have talked to you in the 
Language of an Interceder ; Now give 
me leave to fay a Word or two to you 

as 
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as an Advifer. I know indeed that it is 

no ill Policy for a Woman to make her 

Lover now and then fmart by her 

Difdain j becaufe it not only puts an 

Edge upon his Appetite^ but keeps 

jbim in his Duty ; but then there is 

d&tiger in carrying this Point too far: 

For as Satiety is apt to cloy y to too fe- 

Vei* a Treatment generally difgufts 

hitri. Who knows too but it may 

m&feehim bellow his Applications, elfe- 

where, where he has a fairer Prolped: 

of fucceeding > Cupid comes and goes 

away in a Minute; where he hopes, 

there he fettles his Quarters ; make 

him defpair, and he abandons em in 

an inflant : For this reafon a Lady 

that would Jecure her Lo^er to her 

(elf, ought to manage her (5$me cau- 

-tioujly; andaltho* (he is not inclined 

to grant him the laft Favours as often 

as he demands them, to afford him at 

leaft {o Jlender and fo cheap a Diet as 

Hope. To deal plainly with you, 

Madam, feveral of your Sex have been 

laying o6t for my Friend already; 

and one that (hall be namelefs had 

certainly drawn him into her Toyl y if 

he had not firmly refolved to forget 

all Womankind for you. As for l 

thole fluttering Coxbonibs that make 

love 
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love to all the 'Females they meet, 
arid adore all Faces alike,* you may 
receive them in what manner you 
think fit ; but a ftncere Lover, like 
my Friend, ought to be ufed fincere- 
ly y and treated upon the fquare: 
Therefore, Madam, let me advife yon 
to keep within due Bounds, left you 
c rack the Line by endeavouring to 
ft retch it ; and let not your Difcretion 
degenerate into Pride. You need not 
fee informed what a Pleafure the 
World takes to mortifie the Haughty ; 
Befides, Delays in thefe matters are 
often prejudicial ; and the Fruit that 
taftes well when newly gathered from 
the Tree, lofes all its delicious Fla- 
vour by being kept too long. Time 
fpurs on continually, whether we em- 
ploy it to our Advantage or no; 
and when old Age knocks at your 
door, your other Guefts will leave 
you ; and 'tis a fad, but an undenia- 
ble Truth, that Love Celdom or ne- 
ver furvives the lofs of Beauty. A 
Woman is like a Garden ; while the 
Verdure lads, and the Flows are in 
perfe&ion, What, can be more a* 
peeaMet But when the Spring is 
once gone, the Flowers decay, and 
the Garden lies negle&ed. Thus $ 

hap- 
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happens with a Woman- for when her 
Jibape and Charm hav6 left her' in 
the Lurch, fhe itttift either keep eft 
honoe, and be a Magdalene- in her 
own defence, or Fefqlve tobe /*ag^ 
at if ftie peeps abroad. Love waits up- 
on Beauty as Flatterers do upon 
Ww/iflfr, and both disappear, -when-' 
the attra&tve 0£/a£ is gdne. But, 
Madam, I forget whom I am : st talk* . 
ing to all this while: for what need 
I make a lohg Harangpe «>one, who 
knows thefe Matters fo much better 
than my felf ? Let me. therefore 
conjure thee, O thou Phanix of thy 
Sex ! to forget and forgive all former 
Quarrels $ and let thy SauL that in- 
habits fo fair a Manfion, be, if 'tis 
poffible, more charming than thy Bo- 
dy. You fee how a Rofe withers , 
upon the Stalk, if it is not gathered : 
I need not make any Application. 
Will you then be reconciled to your 
Lover} I am fure you will: For I 
. know, your Breaft is capable of the 
r moft tender ImpreHions ; and 'tis 
not in your -temper to- W- -€*»efc 
Know then that I will wait upon 
you to morrow Night, and be Ma- 
iler of the Ceremonies to my young 
Cpfttkman, who fhall bring with him 

ftore 
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ftorc of Mediators in his Pocket; I 
mean of Broad-Pieces: for between 
Friends, Madam, nothing is fo hear- 
ty a* Reconciler; or fo effe&ual a 
f leader, efpecially in the Affairs of 
Love, as a round Handful of Gold: 
Thus hoping you'll pate an ASt of 
Indemnity for what is part, and put 
the belt Couftruftion upon the pre* 
feat, I remain 

Tour mqft ohedient Servant. 
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Apollogenes to Sofias, 

Ep. 11. Lib. 2. 

Defer ties the uneafie Condition of a 
young Gentleman, who at the fame 
time had a violent Pajjion for his 
Wife and his Mi^rifs. 

I Believe no young^ Fellow in the 
World, was ever in fuch Curfed 
Circumftances as 1 ; and were it 
poffible for a Man to confult every 
Lover between Pole and Pole, I fan- 
cy they'd all own that mine is the 
hardeft Cafe that ever was, I kept a * 
Woman and lov'd her f but after a 
Month or two, grew weary of her, 
as 'tis the way of frail Mankind: 
Thought I to my felf, I'll e en leave 
off this foolijh expenfive courfe of 
Life, turn honeft> like the reft of my 
Neighbours, and marry. I did fo; 
and married a Woman of Vertue 
and Fortune; and, in (hort, poflefs'd 
of all* thofe good Qualities that can 
recommend one of her Sex. ' But tho' » 

I 
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I enjoy this. Charming Bedfellow e- 
yery Night, my Vaffion for my old 
Mijirifs burns ft ill as violent fy as fi- 
ver ; add yet I defie any Man brea- 
thing to love his Wife better than 
I do. But here's the mi/chief ont, 
when I potfefs one, I cannot forbear 
thinking of the other; and thus when 
I am iri company with my Wife, . 
my \ wicked Memory conjures up the 
Idea of my Miflnfs : And when I 
am circled in my Miftrifs's Arms, 
fome untoward Damon or other puts 
my Wife into my Head. In fine, 
my Cafe is like that of a Pilot at 
Sea r who finds himfelf attack'd by 
two contrary VVinds that ftruggle 
for the Sovereignty of the Ocean, and 
t buffet his poor Veflel by turns mod 

* unmercifully* You'll wonder perhaps 
how I fhotild be able at the fame 
time to harbour two fuch incom- 
patible Interefis in my Breaft as a 

• FVife and a Mijirifs : But you may reft 
aflured, that what I have told you is 
true ; and I could \wfti with all my 
Soul, that as thefe two ? affiant make 
a ftiift to fubfift in my Heart With- 
out jt$lit% out one another; fb my 
Spoufe and my Mifs. could be induced 
to fee up their Horfes together, and 

live 
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live peaceably under the fame Roof, 
without any Jealoufie or Heart-burn- 
ing. But this is a Miracle which I 
muft never exped to fee ; for tho* a 
MfsJLQ long as you fupply her with Mo- 
ney, cares not a farthing if you are 
concerned with a thoufand other Wo- 
men; yet that untraceable craving 
Animal called a VVife^ would fooner 
lee you fquander her Fortune , and 
plunder her of her Grandmother's 
Jewds, than let you pay the leaft Sum 
of Love into any Exchequer but her 
own. 



A 
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A Letter of Monfieur de Bal- 
zac to Monfieur de la Motte 
Aigron« 

The Argument. 

The younger Pliny in one of his Epijiks 
gives us a large Defcription of his 
Villa or Country-Seat at Lauren- 
turn j to which Monfieur Perrault 
oppofes this of Balzac. Of both thefe 
Letters 'tis pleafantly enough (aid in 
the Apologie de Balzac , that the 
latter defer the s his Houfe like an 
Orator \ hut Pliny like a Mafon thai 
had a mind to part with it to the 
next Cufiomer. 

W'E had Yefterday one of thofe 
fine Days without a Sun, 
which, you fay, refembles the pretty 
Hind Lady, with whom Philip the 
Second was lo much in love. To 
tell you the Truth, I never was fo 
well pleafed in my Life with being 
alone : and although the Place where 
I walked, was a large fpacious Heath, 

which 
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which could be put to no fitter ufe 
that I know of, than to ferve for a 
Stage for two jolly Armies to engage 
upon : Neverthelefc that agreeable 
Shade which Heaven gave me on ftll 
fides , hindered me from defiring 
that of Grottos and Forrefis. 'Twas 
a general Peace from the highefl: Re- 
gion of the Air, to the Surface of 
the Earth ; the Water of the River 
feemed to be as (landing as that of 
a Lake ; ahd if our Veffels that go 
to Sea, were always to find fuch a\ 
Calm there, as they could not efcape, 
fothey could not be dejiroyedm vt. 
This I fay on purpofe to make you 
regret the lofing fo fine a Day in the 
City, and to tempt you to make a 
fmall Trip into the Country, to come 
and tafte the Pleafures of the ancient 
Patriarchs, who quenched their Tkirft 
with Fountain- water, and had no o- 
ther Nourifhment but that which 
fell from the Trees. VVe live here 
in a fmall Valley, fliut up on every 
fide with Mountains, from whole an- 
cient Sides fome Grains of that pre- 
cious Metal ftill defcend, of which 
the firft Ages were made. When 
VVir is bufie in all the four Corners - 
F of 
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of France* and within a hundred Pa- 
ces of this inch anted Spot ? the whole 
Ground is covered with troops of 
Soldiers ; yet our military Squadrons 
by common Confent fp&re this hum- 
ble Sanftuary ; and the Spring which 

. tales to open with Sieges of Towns, 
and other warlike Exploits j and which 
for thefe twelve Vears laft paft has 

; been lefs expe&ed for the Change of 
the Seafons, than for that of Affairs, 
jflhews us nothing new but Violets and 
Trimrofes. Our People preferve them* 
felves in their Innocence^ neither by 
the Fear of Laws, nor by the Study of 
VVifdom. To do well, they only fol- 
low the fimple Di&ates of Nature^nd 
receive more Advantage from their 
Ignorance of Vice , than we derive 
from our boafted Knowledge of Ver* 
tue j fo that in this happy Kingdom 
of half a League in compafs, we know 
not what it is to cheat, except it be 
the Birds and Be afis\ and the vile Jargon 
of that eternal Bailer the Law,is a Lan- 
guage full as unknown to lis, as that of 
Americapx any other new VVorld,that 
hasefcaped the Avarice of Ferdinand^ 
and the Ambition of Ifabella. Thofe 
things thatdeftroy Human Healthy or 

offend 
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offend their Eyes, never had any 
Footing in this charming Paradife.. 
We are troubled with no Lizards or 
Snakes ; and we know no other Rep- 
tiles but Our Melons and out Strawber- 
ries. I will not pretend to trouble you 
with the Defcription of a Houfe which 
was never built according to the nice 
Rules of Architecture j arid whole 
Materials, are not altogether (b pre- 
cious as thofe of Marble or Porphyry* 
I will only tell you, that before our 
Gate there is a Wood, where at fuli 
Noon we have juft Day enough td 
let us know that it is not Night i 
and to hinder all Colours from being 
Hack: fo that between the Otfcurity 
and the Light, there refults an a- 
greeable Mixture that cannot injuri 
the weakefi Eyes, and conceals the 
Defeflsof the moft indifferent Faces ± 
Our Trees are green to the vety Root^ 
as well with their own Leaves, as thofe 
of the Ivy that . embraces em j arid 
if they bear no Fruit, their Branch- 
es are full.of Turtles arid Phefanti all 
the Year round. From this delight- 
fid Place we cometo a Meadow, whefcf 
we tread upon Tulips arid Anemones $ 
Hfhkh I purpofely fowed among tte 
F » ether 
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other Flowers, to confirm me in the 
Opinion I learnt abroad in my Travels, 
that the French Women are not fo 
pretty as the Foreigners. I (bme- 
times walk down to the Valley, which 
is the mod: retired part of my Defcrt, 
and which no Man ever entrid before 
me. In this Place, which 'tis impok 
fible almoft to defcribe, I choofe to 
contemplate upon my deareft Recrea- 
tions, and to pafs the fweeteft, and 
moft innocent Hours, of my Life, 
The Water and the Trees between 'em 
always furnilh us with fomething cool 
and green : The Swans, which former- 
ly covered the whole River, have 
retired to this Place of Security, and 
live in a Canal, which filences the 
greateft Talkers as foon as they draw 
near it j upon the Sides whereof I 
am always happy, whether I am chear- 
ful or melancholy : upon the leaft flay 
I make in this delicious Place, methinks 
I return to my primitive Innocence; 
\ mf Defires, my-Fears, and my Hopes 
leave me all on the fudden ; all the 
. Motions of my jSpul flop in their full 
Career ; and either I have no Paffi- 
ons at all, or if I have any, they are 
wholly at my Command. The $** 

af- 
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affords us en<high of his heavenly Face, 
but does not difiurl us with his Heat • 
the Place lies fo low, that it can only 
receive the laft Points of his Rays, 
which for this reafon are fo much the 
finer y and {hine with a purer Light. 
But as it was I that firft difcovered 
this new Land, fo I poflefc it wjthout a 
Co-partner, and would not fo much 
aslet my own Brother divide the So- 
vereignty of it with me. As for eve- 
ry thing elfe, I have not a Servant 
»ho is not Majter-ofc it; every one 
takes his Till of what he loves.; and 
thus the time pafles merrily on all fides: 
So that where ever I fee the Cora 
katen dpwg to the Ground, or the 
Grafs leve/Td y I immediately conclude 
that neither Wind nor Hail did it^ 
but a Shepherd and a Shepherded 
Let me go which way I pleafe out 
of my Houfe, and turn my Eyes to- 
wards any part of .this agreeable Soli? 
tude, I (till behold a Chrtftal Rivulet, 
in which the Beafts, when they drink, 
behold the Heavens as clear as we do f 
and enjoy that Advantage, which o- 
therwife Men would rob 'em of, But 
this pretty Rivulet is fo much in love 
With this pretty Place, that it Bivides 
F i . it 
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it felf into a thoufand Branches, and 
ipakes an infinite Number of ijlands, 
that it may longer et\)oy the Pleafure 
of fo bewitching a Profped: j and when 
it overflows ixsBanks+xxs only to make 
the Year more fertil, and furrii(h us. 
with its Trouts and Pikes, that much 
exceed the" Crocodiles of the Nile^ 
ind the fabulous Gb/*/ of all the Rivers 
of the Poets. The great Cardinal of > 
Richelieu fometimes comes down hi- 
ther to tafte a new fort qf Happinefs, 
and leaves behind him that ievere 
Vertue, that Pomp which furprizes all 
the Wofld, to take up fofter Quali- 
ties, and a Majefty more fedate. This 
mighty Minifter , whom Heaven has 
chofen for its Infirument, to perform 
fo many great Exploits, ancl who is 
never out of my Thoughts, after he 
had loft a Brother fo well accomplifh- 
ed, that if he might have chofen one 
but of all Mankind, he could not 
have made a happier Choice ; I layi 
after he had fuffered a Lofs which ae- 
ferved the Tears of the gueen, he 
came dpvyn hither to find Satis fahion % 
and receive from God s own [lands, 
who loves Silence and inhabits Solitude, 
that Relief which is not u> be fpund 
• ■ < ia 
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in the Syftems of Thilofophy^ and the 
Tumult of the World. I could bring 
other Examples to convince you that 
my Defert has been vifitcd in all times 
by iiluftrious Hermites, and thajt the 
Footfteps of Princes and great Nobler 
men are (till frefli in my Walks : 
But for my concluding Invitation, 
I need only tell you that Virgil and 
I expeft you herej /and that if you'll 
bring down your Mufes and your Pa- 
pers with you, we need not trouble our 
felves with the Intrigues of the Court ^ 
or the Confufions of Germany. Let me 
die if any tiling can be finer than 
your Writings, and if the leaft Pa- 
ragraph of the Book you ihewed me 
does not infinitely exceed all Frdnk- 
fyrt Fair ; and thofe unweildy Vo 7 
lumes we receive from the North y 
to which we are indebted for the a- 
bovermentiond bulky Bleffings^ as 
well as Froft and Snow. 1 know 
indeed that the famous Vrefident de 
Thou, who was as nice a Judge of 
the Roman Eloquence, as he was of 
the Characters and Qualities of Men, 
bid a mighty Opinion of the Wri? 
ters of thofe Countries: but for my 
part I cannot imagine what fhould 
F ^ . ipak? 
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make him fo much in love with a 
People, whofe Wit is caft in fo dif- 
ferent a Mould from his own, and 
who have not thfc leaft relifb of the 
Latin Purity,, which you endeavour 
to copy with fo fcrupulous a Care, 
and fo exa& a Nicenefc. I don t 
doubt but that you will ihew thefe 
Northern Gentlemen, as like wife thofe 
Pretenders on the other fide of the 
Mountains, who fondly think that all 
but the Italians are meet Laplanders, 
after what manner Men talked id 
Auguftus's Age, when Learning and 
Eloquence were at ,the height, and 
before the Roman Palates came to be 
debauch 'd. Befides that Propriety of 
Words, and Chaflity of Stile, which 
gives fo much Perfpicuity to every 
thing you write, it muft farther be 
owned , that your Thoughts are fo 
bold and free, that one would almoft 
fwear, that the ancient Republic of 
Rome fpoke the very fame, when ftie 
commanded the whole Univeriej 
and that the Senate ufed the fame 
Language in the Injunctions they laid 
upon Kings, and the Anfwers they 
feat to all the Nations of the Earth. 
But we will talk more of this when 
, you 
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you come to my Habitation, where 
I long to fee you, and where* for the 
Flowers j the Fruits , and the delici- 
ous Shade I am preparing for you, 
I exped you will bring . me all the 
Riches of Art and Nature. To ufe 
the Expreffion of my Lord Cardinal 
tFQfat, I give you a. good Night ; 
but muft make bold to tell you, that 
if you look out for any forry drift- 
ing Excufes to hinder your coming 
down to fee nie, * I am refolved to 
be no longer 

Tour mofl humble Servant , 

Balzac 
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A Letter of Monfienr Bal- 
zac to Cardinal cfe Ri* 
chelieu. 

The Argument. 

Balzac here thanks his Eminence for 
condefcending to write a Letter to 
him^ wherein he was pleafed to ex- 
prefs him/elf in favour of his Works. 
As J have already olferved, Perrault 
eppofes this Letter to that of Cicero 
to Lucceius; but with what Juftice 
the Reader wiUeafily difcover. 

My Lord, 

THE Letter you did me the honour 
to write to me, has done me 
as much Credit, as if the Public had 
ere&edathoufand&Arftfttto me, and 
I had been aflured from fomc infal- 
lible Authority that my Writings de* 
ferved Commendation. To be praifed 
by the Man % whom our Age oppofes to 
all Antiquity^ and whpm Heaven may 

fafely 
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fafcly truft with the Government of this 
Sublunary World, is a Happinefs which 
I could not hatfe wijb'd without Pre- 
finnption j fo that I can fcarce refolve 
my felf as yet, whether 'tis a Reality , 
or only an Illufion of my Fancy • But 
if it be true that my Eyes don't de- 
ceive me ; and if it be likewife true, 
that you have pafs'd your Judgment 
in my favour; you, who have been 
chofea by all France to carry her Peti- 
tions and Prayers i6 the King, and by 
the King to carry hxsDifpatches and Or^ 
ders to his Armies zndCities: I mufl own 
to yoUj my Lord, that you have over- 
paid me before-hand for all theServices 
I (hall ever be capable of doing you; and 
I fhould be the mofl ungnteMCreafure 
upon Earth, if after I have received fo 
iiftinguijbing a Favour, I fhould pre- 
tend to complain of my Fortune. And 
indeed, fince the Preferments and 
Honours of this World are, generally 
fpeaking,either the Inheritance of Folly ^ 
or the Recompence of Vict ; and 
Vertue is fore d to content it felf with 
bare Efteem and airy Praifes, ought 
Inot to think my felf fully rewarded, 
1 who have received from your Good- 
nefs, that which bur greateft Generals^ 
when they come home attended with 
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Cmquejts, can hardly hope for ? In 
fhort, when I have every thing which 
your Eminence might expe& tor your 
great and immortal A£tions y if there 
were another Cardinal de Richelieu to 
reward you for them. But, my Lord, 
this laft is a Happinefs which will at 
ways be wanting to your Glory ; fo that 
after you have appealed the Fury of 
an enraged Multitude by your fingle 
Prefence ; after you have perfwaded 
the European World by the force of 
your Arguments, to carry their Arms 
to the Holy-land, and deliver from Ser- 
vitude that Country which had ths Ho- 
nour to behold our Saviours Cradle : 
After you have brought over to the 
Church an entire Body of Pfeople, as 
well by the Authority of youf Ex ample y 
as that of your Dottrine ; who is it that 
can pay to your Merits that Incence as 
they deferve ; or where can you find 
any one to relate the Miracles of your 
Life, as I have done, to encourage my 
poor Studies, and finatl Performances? 
This gives me a Satisfa&ion which I 
cannot conceal j and my Joy is too juft 
to be fecret. Is it poffible that fo great 
a Genius, to which Heaven has pre- 
ferred no Bounds^ and which was or- 
dained from its very Toutb> to perfwade 

Kin& t 
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Kings 1 ' to infirmS Amlaffadors , and 
teach the Statefmenoi four fucceeding 
Reigns j is it poffiHe, I fay, that fo great 
a Genius fhould -have an Efieem for 
me ? in whole Efteem his ver^ Ene- 
mies agree j and who, where he is 
pjeafed to beJftow his Approbation^ 
effaces all Diverftty of Opinions ? 
If (b inconfideraUe a Man as I am* 
pretended to difturb the Kingdom, 
I fhould drive to ingratiate my ,felf 
wirh die Male-Contents j and if I 
designed to make a Figure in a popu- 
lar State, I fhould find my felf ob* 
Hged to court the good Opinion of 
all forts of People. But, my Lord, 
give me leave to teH you, that I never 
took Any Delight in Coirfufien and 
Diforder • and that it has been al- 
ways my Ambition <o pieafe a few 
Perfons, and thofe too of die taofk 
exquifite Judgment. Since you have 
been plcafed to declare your felf io 
my favour, and have brought over * 
the better part of the Court to your 
fide, I am not at all concerned at what 
the reft of the World think of me, but 
leave em litefp matiy Turks and Infi- 
dels , who make up by far the greatefl 
part of Mankind, to go on in their 
Errors. But, my Lord, I have the 

• Va-> 
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Vanity to believe, that there is not ift 
all France orie Man fo well conceited 
of himfelf, or fo fondly addi&ed to his 
own Opinion, but will be convinced 
that f am not altogether without Me- 
rit, fince your Eminence has vouchlafed 
to write 4ne lo obliging a Letter ; and 
will readily acquiefce in fo Authentic a 
Teftimony. If it is certain that 
even the Truth it felf would not be able 
to keep the Field againft you, I make 
no queftion, but where thefe two con* 
cur, the Judgment they pals will be 
owned and approved by all the World. 
Thus, my Lord, I repole my felf fafely 
on this Foundation : And whatever E- 
nemies the Reputation you* have be- 
flowed upon me, has created vat, yet 
when I confider who you are, and 
what an Influence you have upon all that 
know you, I am not in the leaft appre- 
henfive of carrying my Caufe, fince you 
been pleafed to efpoufe it. I am, 

My Lord j 
Tour Lordjhips tnoft humble 
andmojl obedient Servant r 

BALZAC 

A 
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A Panegyric upon Cardi- 
nal de Richelieu, in a 
Letter of Monfieur de 
Voiture. 

The Argument. 

Monfieur Perrault in his above-mention d 
Paralelle oppofes this Letter toVlinys 
famous Panegyric upon Trajan. / 
tnufl confefs -tis very handfomely writ- 
ten ; but I believe that none but fo 
great a Bigot for his Country as 
Perrault, would have ventured to 
make the Comparifon. 

I am not one of thofe, as you would 
feemto infinuate, that love to im- 
prove all my Lord Cardinah A&ions 
into Miracles, and carry his Praifes 
beyond their due bound f; and while 
they would make the World believe 
rveJH df him, facrifice all regard to 
Credibility. On the other hand, I 
am not of that bafe detra&ing tern- 
per, as to hate a Man meerly becaufe 

he 
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be is above the reft of the World j 
neither will I fuffer my felf to be . car- 
riedzvtay by popular Pre*pofleffions, 
which, I know, generally fpeaking, 
to be unjuft. I confider him with an 
unprejudiced Judgment, where Paffion 
has nothing to do on one fide or the *• 
- tbdr ; and 1 behold him with the fame 
Eyes, with which Pojlerity will behold 
him. And certainly two .hundred 
years hence, when thole who look up- 
on him after us, fliall read in our Hi- 
ftory, that the Great Cardinal de /?/- 
chelieu demolifh'd Roche/, confounded 
the Heretics, and by one Jingle Blow 
took thirty or forty of their Cities all 
at once ; when they fliall come to 
find that in the time of his Minifiry 
the Englijb were beaten and repuls'd, 
Fignerol conquer d, Co/all relieved,!*/* 
rain joined to our Crown, the greateft 
part of Alfatia reduced under our 
Subje<ftion, the Spaniards defeated at 
VeiUane and Avein • I fay, when they 
(hall find that while he prefided over 
our Affairs, France had not one Neigh- 
bour, over whom {he did not gain fpme 
important Vidory or Town : If they 
have the leaft Drop of French Blood 
in their Veins, and any love for the 
Honour of their Country, can they 

read 
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fcad thefe things without having a 
%&H*AffeBion for him? Do you think 
they will love or efteem hirht the left , 
becaufe in his time the Payments of the 
Town-Hall came in fomewhat of the 
jlowefl ; or becaufe fome newQ^c^j were 
ere&ed i Great, things cannot be done 
without a great Expence ; and to cramp 
'em for warit of >%**>, is to maim their 
Execution : But if we are to look 
bpon a Kingdom as immortal, and to 
confider the Advantages it will reap 
in future Ages, as if they were adu- 
i!l\y prefect } let us compute how many 
MiUioris this Man, whom they pre- 
tend to have niin d France , has laved 
her by the bare taking of Roche I * 
which Towri two thoulan t d years 
hence, in all the Minorities of bur 
Kings, upon, every Difcoritent of the ; 
Nobility, and tipon all Occafions of 
revolting, would mod certairily have 
rehelled, arid bblig'd u$ to a perpetual 
Expence. Our Kingdom had Only two 
Enemies to fear, the Hugonots and the 
Spaniards. My Loid Cardinal ho (bon* 
erentrcd upon Affairs, but he imrtie- 
diately fefolved to riiirie both. Was 
itj^jffible for faifft to fotm more glori- 
otdot more aduuntagioiii Defigns ? He 
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bas happily. eflfc#ed.the'one„ tout 'has 
notcopiptetfed *he ©thw, However, 
ifj^e h^d feil'd in >its fidl JSeJign, thofe 
that now crj»f*r that jt wajs; a rain ua- 1 
reafonable fiefalutioM to : pcetKod to at- ' 
tack and humWe t&e/Vwrof $$4?*\ 
aa4 that Experience .had iuflictewty 
ihownit; yet wbald$Hey «# Jatove 
been as tor ward to fMJemu fois Defiga 
ofnuiflingthe Hifconm* woiu^ they 
not have told us, that he ought not to 
Fr«iK» h have enffrarkal'ifi w Enterftfize, where- 
chuieiix i n * three of our Kings had fuqeeffive- 
?hS"v.^ irifarriej; and which th* + Jate 
' Xinz did not !fi> much as thinbof? 
And would they not have concluded as 
fafflyiisthey «k> in this other Afiak, 
that the thing was not feafaile, raeer- 
Jy becaute it was not already done? 
gut let us coafider, I Jbefeech you, 
whether 'twas his or Fortune's fault, 
. that he hasnot as yet 'acemfliflxd this 
Refign s Let us fee what Method be 
tookto^jeclrit, and what Ermines fee 
fet on work: Let Us examine whether 
. he has ful'4 much of feltng *hat 
mighty . Tref, the Houfe ©f_ Anflria ; 
and has not (haken the very toot of 
that T^pf,, whofe in* J3*anehes co- 
vered the North and the ^/2, and ©• 

ver 
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yerftaglow'd the reft of die Earth He 
went as far as the Northern Pole to find 
out that *£fcr«, who ieera &«**« 

watedtQ lay the ^x« to it, Stei 

it to the Crr^W. It was h ***** 

joyn'd with this Thunder, \ 
all Germany with Fire and 
whofe Noife was heard i 
World ; but when this 2 . , t _ , 
difpeded, and Fortune had turned' 
away the impending Blow; cjid he^ 
ihort in his Courte, or ceafe iiis De- 
figw for this ? and <Ud not he bring 
the Empire lower than it had 
been by the Lofles of the Battle of 
Leipftc* and that of Lttnw i- His D«x- 
teritj and good Conduit raifed us all 
onawdden, an Army of {arty thou- 
land iMen in the Heart of Germany, 
with a General at the Head of 'em , 
who was Mafler of all the great i?f«- 
l&ies that are neceflary to bring about 
a Revolution in any .1 
King of Sweden threw h 
into danger than became 
his DeUen and Rank; an 
of Fridt&dt, by over- 
EnterprizfiXvSex^ it to b 
dtfeorered, was it poflible for the Car- 
dinal&thst tocharm the Bullet, which 
■ .. ■ G * kiU'd 
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kilTd the former in the ffiidft of his 
Vi&ory ; or render the' latter impene- 
trdhlexo the Blows of a Pariifani And 
ifafterthis difmalb\ow y to conipieat 
theRuineof our Affairs^ the Generals, 
who commanded the Armies of our 
Allies before Not linger gave Battle at 
an unfeafonable time, was it poflible 
for the Cardinal, who Was above two 
thufhnd Leagues from the Spot, to 
change this Refolution, and (lop the 
unadvifed Rajbnefs of thofe, who for 
an Empire that would have been the 
certain Price of a Vi&ory, would not 
{lay three days longer ? Thus, you fee, 
it was impoflible to fave the Houfe of 
Auftria, and hinder the Execution of 
the Cardinal** Defigns, .which fome 
People pretend were fo rajh y had not 
Fortune wrought three furprizing Mi- 
racles? that is to fay, three great £- 
vent j, which, in all Probability, would 
never happen ; I mean; the Death" 
of the King of Sweden , that of 
the Dukq of Fridlandt, and the Lofs of 
the Battle of Ntrlingen. You will tell 
me he has no reafon to complain of 
Fortune, for eroding him in this, fince 
(he had ferved him fo faithfully ih all 
his other Dejfgns; fince fee put Places 

into 
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into his Hands, without (b much as 
laying Sitge to. <em ; fince,by her fan 
vour hfe commanded Armies fuccefsfully 
without the kaft Experience todired: 
him ; fmce (he tmduftedbm always as 
it were by the hand, bix>ught him fafe 
out of the greateft Precipices, upoa* 
Vhich hd had thrown hiihfelf, and 
made him frequently appear bold, wife, 
and forefgeing, without any Merit on 
his fide : Let us therefore behold him 
in his evil Fortune* and examine if c- 
ven then he (hewed l£fs Boldnefs, 
Wifdom and fyrejight. Our Affairs 
were in no very good Pofture in Italy • 
and, as it is the Deftiny of France, to. 
gain Battles and lofe their Armies, ours ^ 
was exceedingly diminished ever fince : 
the laft Yi&ory we had gained over 
the Spaniards. We had not much better 
luclc before Dole, Where the length of 
the Siege made us apprehend its ill 
Succefs, when we received ndyice that 
the Enemy Had eritred Pkardy, that 
they had at the firft Qnfet rafcen G* . 
pelle,Cc$et&i and Corbie; and that 
thefe three Places, which ; ought to . 
hive fiopt 'em fo many Mouths,* 
fcarcehcld 'em eight Days- Ail was 
in Fire and Aihes, to the Banks of the .1 
G v Ri- 
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River Qtfei We might behold from 
ear Suburbs the Smo&k of the Vilht- 
ge$i whteh the Enemy had- burnt* 
Attthe World was darni *t this (bd- 
denPre^feft^ and the Capital Ci^ of 
oar Kingdom wasin the higheft Con* 
ftemation. Inthemidftot thefe Ca' 
lanrities Advice ; came from Burgundy 
that *foe Siege of Dak waff raifedj and 
from. Xahttigue, that fifty thoufand 
Pejfatks were tip in Arms; and that 
'twas, featfd the i*fc&i** Mould loon 
fpread it felfm /Www and Oume.r III 
News came pouring upon i» from all 
Pares j flic whale Face of Heaven was 
cvtrcaft : The Tempeji invaded us on 
every fide ; and we had not the lesft 
Profpedfc -of good fortune to fuppe-rt 
US in thefe Extrmitiet : . We could hot 
fee Day through the, leaft fciole. ;Bu* 
inaMt&fo Darkneft did the Cardinal 
fee lefs clear thanat other time* f Old 
helofeeither his Jtalymirvt Rtftbtl* 
ent indenturing this Tcrftpeft, did he 
not always keep his RiuMet In . one 
hand, and his Cvtpifs in the other i 
Did he call out for the Le*g~i*at to 
fave himfelf t and, if t&egreae Veflcl 
which he fteerd, was dtttirfd ioht 
cad away, did lie not Aiow that he 

was 
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m$* the fofi Mail that refok'd to pe- 
rifli i Wasi* Fortune that deliverd him 
out of this Labyrimtb) or hii own ftn- 
dexce and Magtanhniry > Qur Enemies 
were within fifteen Leagues of Faris, 
and his were in /the Xown ; Ue recei- 
ved dai hr Advice, that Cabals were held 
andr>#mtf faitn d to ruine him : Frame 
and £/tf/* wcrd, if I may ib cypreft 
my fclf, joioUina Cknjffiracy againft 
him alone. Now, amidft a}i th?fe 
tkreatning Ctipu&atces^ in fo dread- 
ful and black a Qmjun&ien^ how did 
this Man look, who, they pretended 
would be caftdqwa upon the leaft ill 
Succels ? and wko^ as they gave out, 
had fortified Mavri-d&Gract, on pur- 
pofe to make it a Places of Retreat iii 
cafe of HQy Difyfke* ? He does not go- 
one Step baefcw-ard for all this : He is 
taken up with the Dangers of the State 
and not his own: And all the Alterati- 
on we could obferve in him at this time, 
w$s, that whereas he never us'd to go 
ataopd without two hundred Guards 
tefq^henowfwaHid out e wry Day, 
only attended byjfve etc fix Gentlemen. 
Attthe Worid mufi own, that an A^ 
WT^iu^rtedby fogood a Grace, 
aod wi$hio mudl Bravery, is much to 
G4 be 
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be preferr d even to Vi&ory and f nf pe- 
ri ty it fel£ He did not appear to me to 
great and vi&orious, even when he 
made his Entry into Rocbel, as then j 
and the daily Viftts he made to the Am- 
fenaJ, were^ in my Opinion, more glo- 
rious to him, than his famous Expedi- 
tion on the other fide the Mounr 
tains, when he took Pignerol and So- 
fa : Thereforelet me conjure you to 
open your Eyes, and to prepare you 
for beholding fo bright an Objed, 
lay afide your Averfim to the Man, 
who is fo happy in revenging him- 
felf on his Enemies ; and ceafe to 
- ' wiih ill to him, who knows to twn 
it to his Glory, by, behaving him* 
felf fo undauntedly under it. Leave 
your Party, before they ieave 
you, as a great part of his Ene* 
mies have done, that were convert-? 
ed by the laft Miracle they faw him 
perform. If the War comes to be 
concluded^ as there is reafon to hope 
it will, he'll foon find a Way to gain 
the reft over to his Side* Being fo 
wife as he is, he muft certainly know 
after fo much Experience what is beft 
for us, and will turn all ' his Defigns 
to make w the moil Flourifhing Pfco- 
, :- N pie 
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pie in the World, after he has made 
us the moft formidable. He will 
content himfelf with an Ambition 
which is to be preferred before all o- 
thers, and is pra&ifed but by few; 
I mean to make himfeif the beft and 
moft beloved Man in the Kingdom , 
and not the greateft and moft feared : 
He knows that the moft Noble and 1 
moft Lafting Conquefts are thole 
v of Hearts and Affections • that Lou* 
rels are barren Plants that afford us 
nothing more than Shade , and are 
not to be compar'd with the Har- 
veft and Fruits with' which Peace 
is crownd. He confiders, that it i* 
nothing near fa Meritorious to en- 
large the Limits of a Kingdom a 
Hundred Leagutes y and better * as to 
leffen our Taxes Twelve-petfee in the 
Pouhd j and that there is left Gran- 
dear and real Glory in defeating an 
Hundred Thoufend Men, than leav- 
ing Twenty Millions in their Eafe 
and Security. * 

Thus this mighty Genius, which 
has hitherto been folely empleydm 
contriving and raifmg Funds for the 
Support of. the War, in raifing Re-^ 
cruits^ taking Cities and gaining Bat- 
ties 
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tfea* will far the future wholly bufie; 
hinafelf in efeblUhtng Peace, Wealths 
and Plenty. The (kind Head which 
was delivered of a Paflat in Armour, 
will Ihew us the Goodefc uath her, 
QMve-Trte, peaceable, gentle, andi 
learned, accompanied with. aU thofe 
Arts which generally, naanch along 
With her, He wiUr pnbhlh no mom 
new £^r#r, but fuchas mty ferveto 
reftrain luxwy, and promote Itafe 
Thole gcea* Wr^fe/k that were buik 
to carry our Arms beyamd the 
Strejgbts, ihall for the future only 
e^rnind our Merchant-men, and keep 
&e Sea open : And weihall haven© 
more War, but with the Akfrivts. 
'Then the Enemies of my Lord Car- 
dinal frail not be able to (peak, as 
hitherto they have not been able to 
a£f againft him : Then the Citizens 
of Patjs ihaU be his Guards, and he 
will be cpnvioc'd how much more 
pb*fi»& #fld fathfaflar/ it is to hear 
his Praifes in the Mouth of the. 
People, than in thajt of the Pwss. 
But J befeech you not to keep out 
till this happens ; and flay not to 
he his F*te»<£ till you are forced to 
be fo ; hot if You are eefciVd xo 

per- 
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perfift in your Opinion, I fliall not 
pretend to ofe any Vtokne* to make 
you leave it. However, be not fo 
Un)*$, as ^o ttktf it ill riUfr fahave , 

defended rfty owft, and X fretty pro* 
mife you to read over whatever You 
think fit to write to ffie by way of 
Anfwer, when the Spaniards have 
titikehCorlie. 



i am 

tour moft obedient Servant^ 

Voiture. 



Scled 
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Sele& Letters 

UPQN 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS 



Written by the Famous MonReur dfi 
FonteneBe, under the feign a Name 
of the Chevalier <THer*** 



t LETTER I. 

To Mon/ieur de T~ — . 

About a crop young Devil of a Wife that 
would not let her Husband have any 
thing to do with her on the Jfr/l Night 
of their Marriage. 

YOUaredefirous to know what 
hapnedatmy Neice's Marri- 
age ; and having an intire Con- 
fidence in your Friendihip, I fhall make 
no Scruple to acquaint you with the 
Secrets of our Family. You muft 

know 
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know then that we are in the ftran- 
geft Confufion imaginable ; and when' 
the Storm will be over, a greater Con- 
jurer than ray felf muft refoive you. 
That Young Fury tny Neice has a 
mortal Averftonto her Husband^xA 
ftou'd not buffer him upon the Wed- 
ding Night to perform the ufual Du- 
ties of Matrimony. We that knew 
nothing of what had pafs'd between 
them, accofted the Bridegroom next 
Morning with the common Queftions ; 
asking him how many Fingers he 
cou*d (hew, and how often he had 
trefpafs'd upon Madam's Patience. 
He on his fide receiv'd us very cold- 
ly ; whereas the young Slut never 
look'd fo gay and plea/ant in her Life. 
I could not imagine what fhould be 
the meaning of k, unlcis it were 
that the Bridegroom s Conference pri- 
vately reproached him for having given 
very flender Proofs of his Manhood 
* the Night before, and his Wife in* 
fuited him for it ; . tho' at the fame 
time I confident, that if the Gafe 
werefo, hisSpode,- in all Probabili- 
ty, would not be fo merry : For what 
Woman, that has all her Fortune lodg- 
ed in a Goldfmith's Hands, would re- 
joice 
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joicfe to bear be was a Bankrupt i Biit 
in Truth, I was far ftom divining tfc 
true Reafcn of herG^/j, whicli pro- 
ceeded from the Pleafure (he took in 
having punifh'd her jfcfusband* the 
jtfight before. Since bcr Friends woud 
force her to marry agaiaft her'/at/r- 
watiiMSy ihe's refclv'd, by What I can 
.find, to make her (elf (bine amends 
for it, by plaving the Tyrant to her 
Spoufe * and the Succefs of her /to- 
itogf, which is Meat, Drink, and 
Cloth to a true Wman, has given her 
that Air and Vivacity, that ihe looks 
ten times prettier than ever. My 
Sifter, who, you muft know, is* very 
devout Woman in her Temper, isal- 
inoft at her Wit? end, to fee her 
"Daughter in fo a fair viay to damn her 
firff. And what is wocfe, to damn her 
fttf for a Siu> which perhaps not one 
marriedftfiman fmce the Creation M as 
ever g#//^ of. For this Reafon <he 
fcnt for fome of the moil LearnedvxA 
Able Divines in Paris \ to come and 
try what they could do with her; 
who very piowy advis'd her to dtf- 
charge the Duties of a Wife, as (he 
was in Conference bound, and xjuoted 
a thoufand Pajjages out of Fathers and 
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€***a/x, out of the Civil and Gnrw 
Law, to prove that -flic Hiuft obey 
ihflr Husband in omnibus liiftis 3§f **- 
t%3/?^f, and hot refufe htm the £#& 
r of . his wn : Bat this filly Bag- 
gage anfwer'4 *m tfery /fc^/jf, that 
ibr'her part^ ftieworid otekher bego- 
wrnd by Fathers nor Councils; for 
what Authority had ttey to oontroul 
later ? and en*£»vbur'd to juftifie tier 
Rebellion with fudh foolilh idle ^fg*- 
w^irMvthtt our worthy QUrymen could 
hardly keep their folertin Cotm tenan- 
ts. When their Learn'd Remonflranees 
wrtre over, in eame her Husband, who 
Jby liis obKgjiifr Behaviour and tender 
Embraces , try'd to put herin abetter 
Humour *• but (he was equally Proof 
agatnft all chefe different ^^c^,and 
minded him no more than {he did the 
Gentlemen in Black. I expeflted jai- 
deed that the Parfons would foon 
contjuer her Oiftinacy ; beouife ,a , 
Woman is eafily perfwaded to fee 
tiomplftfaiK'to Jier £<?<£ when iftieis 
toW that '*is for the Heakh of her 
1 &**l ; <\m^s$» her H*s>ba*d, I «e- 
/fwrthoi^ h^-wtitfd advance a Step 
.by; any thing ;he cmild fiiy, or do to 
-her. - to tnih, he is fotwerful a Fi- 
gure, 
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gure, that although our Spiritual 
Guides, had ftagger'd her in this 
Foolifti Refolution, yet the very 
fight of htm was enough to confirm 
her in her Contumacy. However* I 
muft do him the Juftice as to own, 
that he omits nothing that may help 
to reconcile him to his Wife, and 
make him appear lovely in her Eyei< 
The Perfumer and the Taylor, the 
Embroiderer and the Semftrefs, have 
taken a World of Pains to let off 
his Perfon j but as I told you before, 
his Perfon is fo incorrigible that no 
Art can amend it. So that, to deal 
plainly with you, nothing gives ffle 
any Hopes in this Affair , but the 
Bridegroom's Refolution y who is not 
a jot difcourag'd j But, upon fecond 
Thoughts, I very touch queftion whe- 
ther the Conftanc) of a Married Man 
will hold out (o long a$ that of a 
Lover. For that very thing, where- 
in he feems to have the Advantage 
of the Latter, I mean, the Right he 
has to obtain what he defifes , pro- 
duces the quite cdntraty Eflfed: and 
is fo far from helping him forward, 
that it proves a Rub in his Way. 
As thfc World goes at prefent, a Man 

fooner 
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printer corned at what is forbidden hirtl, 
than what he may challenge as his 
due : And after all, Til appeal to you, 
whether it would not be better for 
this poor Husband to be ingag'd in 
a (hbrt Skirmifh of an Intrigue which 
is foon over, than to be only Titu- 
lar Matter of a Citadel, which tho* 
it owns his Sovereignty, refufes to o* 
pen its Gates to him. 



LETTER II. 

To the fame. 

By ttihat means the aforefaid young La* 
dy was at laft brought. to le complain 
fant to her Husband. 

'THIS a Concatenation of Merry 
| Adventures this Marriage of 
my Neice : She has been of late 
ftrangely indifpos'd with the Vapours, 
which made her lee very dreadful Vifi- 
cms , . as Deaths - Heads , Windings 
Sheets, Chufch-yards, and the like 
terrible Apparitions. All the Phyfi- 
cians Ihe confulted, unanioaoufly pre* 
H fcribed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



n 4 SELECT LETTERS 

fcribedhcx Husband to her. At firftihc 
could not bear the mention of this 
Trefcriptlon, and told the Do&ors flat 
and plain, that they muft find out 
fome other Remedy for her. We then 
represented to the young Fool , that 
nothing but her Husband could cure 
herj that tho* the Pbyfick he admi- 
niflred to her, would gripe her a 
little at firft, yet it would go off in 
a Minute; that it would throw her 
into a fine breathing Sweat, and af- 
terwards into the moft delicious Slim- 
ier that could be. As for me, I of- 
fer'd her all the Duties and Services 
of a Lover, after flie had try'd her 
Husband, in order to put the naufeous 
Relilh of Matrimony out of her Month, 
as it is the Cuftom, you know, to 
take a little Spoonful of Sugar after 
fills, to make one lofe the Tafle of 
"em. As her Vapours dill grew upon 
her, they help'd to fortifie our Ar- 
guments : So at laft, after two Months 
hiding out, the Caftle furrender'd, 
and the' Marriage Rites were confunh 
mated. It went a little againft the 
Grain with our Husband to be taken 
like a Dofe of Calomel or Jalap by 
the Doftors Dire&ion : But what, I 

ihould 
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fbtfuM think, he ought to tike much 
nearer to Heart, he has been too pro* 
fitfc of his Remedy j and his Wife* 
Vapours have gone off too fpon; fo 
that now he is afraid that he lhall bs 
no longer neceffary to her ; and I fan* 
,cyy enquird of a Vhyfaian t'other 
day, whether there was not fome Se* 
cret to give the Vapours to Perfons 
that had em not. . I will take care to 
inform my fetf better of this Affair. As 
for the Toung Gentlewoman,^ is concer- * 
fied too, hut 'tis becaufe Y»t Diftempet 
haskfther fo foon j and, in my Confci- 
ence t would not complain if it vifited 
her again,to fee whether her.Husband's 
Heceit is infallible. It cannot but of- 
fiift her too to find her good Man tri- 
umph upon the Succefs of his Medicine, 
^tnd value himfelf as &ti important Per- 
fin : And indeed, of all the frightful 
Vi^ons i fhe has feen, nothing haunts 
her at prefent but her Domeftick Lord 
and Sovereign, who, to her great 
Misfortune, flicks clofer to her than 
her Vapours ; anc( is harder to be 
diflodg'd. During the time, that fhe 
kept off her Husband at Arms length, 
and bid open Defiance, to him, fhe had . 
the Curiofity to go to an Italian Aftrv* 
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loger to conftilt him about her Fortune ; 
and the Oracle, by our Management , an- 
fwer'd her, that (he (hould be the Mother 
of feveral Children, but gave her not 
the leaft Encouragement of ever feeing 
her fdf a Widow. This Prediction 
wasfomewhat tniraculou$ y confidering 
how Matters flood with her at that 
time ; for how could ftie expe& any 
Harvefty while fee ftjfler'd her Ground 
to lie untilfdi But as Women are na- 
turally fuperflitious and eaiie of Belief \ 
Sir Sidrophel foon perfwaded her that 
this was her Deftiny. Thus, partly 
out of Obedience to the Stars, which 
foretold that (he lhould have (lore of 
Children^nd partly out of Fear of ly- 
ing alone, when the Death's Heads and 
other frightful apparitions came to vi- 
fit her ; my Neice has with great; Dif- 
ficulty been prevail'd upon to comply 
- with that, which (he ought to have fub- 
mitted to out of Duty. 



Let- 
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Letter III. 
To Madam- 



Hew a young, Gentleman that had tried 
all ether Methods unfuccefsfklly , 
frighted his Mijlrefs to comply with 
him^ ly threatning to fiarve himfelf 
in her Clofet. 

\/OU will excufe me, Madam, if I 
\ have made bold to fend you a 
iliort Account of a remarkable Acci* 
dent which lately hapeo'd in thefe 
Parts of the World ; and for the 
Truth of which, I dare pawn my Re- 
putation to you. It will give you a 
wholfome Teftimony of the Power of 
Love , and ferve to inftrud; you , 
that when a Lovtr is once pofitively 
refohed to gain his Point, the beft 
thing a Woman can do; is to ftrikeup 
a Bargain with him, and lofe no more 
time in Capitulating. 

H \ Mon- 
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Monfieur had courted a La- 
dy two Years, but was fo unfortunate 
as not to make the lead Progrefs in 
her Affe&ion. All his Services, his 
Cans ', his Rtfpetts, his Complaints; 
in fliort, all his Tears and Proteftatious, 
Jiad prov'd unfuccefsful. One Day, 
happening to be alone with her in her 
Clolet^ he fairly and plainly told her, 
that fince nothing was capable of tou- 
ching her, he was fully refolved to die, 
and put an end to his Pains. This 
Difcourfe, I mud confefs, had nothing 
that was fingular in it : For a thou- 
iand Men have threatned to difpatch 
themfelves that never intended itj 
but what folldws, yoti'll own to be 

.. very particular : And to the end^ Ma* 
dam^ lays ha, that you may fully enjoy 
tf$y Death, and have the Satisfaction 
to fee it fteal upon me by degrees, I am 
refolved /to die of Hunger here in your 
Clofet. With that, he flung himfelf 

- upon the Floor, refblving to put his 
Defign in Execution from that very 
Mment. The young Lady only 
laughed at him, and left him there, 
making no queftionbut that he would 
be gone in lefe than a quarter of an 
pour . In the mean time the Evening 

apr 
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approachM ; yet our Trufty Lover 
Hill continu d in the Clofef. She came * % t 
to fee him, and ask'd him whether his 
Brains were not grown addle, and whe- 
ther he intended to take up his guar* 
ters there. To both which Queftions 
our Gentleman made no manner of 
Reply ; fo that the Lady was obliged * 

to leave him. In fliort , the Night 
pafled, and next Morning the Lady 
came very early to advife him to lay 
afide this f&olifli Refolution $ but all 
(he could get from him, was, Madam, 
I have already done my [elf the Honour 
to acquaint you with my laft Intentions. 
Having faid this, 4ie look'd languifk- 
ingly upon h$r, fetch Yl a deep Sigh, and 
turned his Head the other way. On 
the Third 'Day, our Lady, more per- 
plex 'd than ever, brought him fbme- 
thing to eat with her own Hands. 'Xis 
impoilible to tell you with what a 
fcornftdLook he beheld it ; He appear- 
ed in this ihort time to be confidtrably 
voeakned • his Eyes look'd dead and 
heavy, his Complexion pale, and there 
feem'd to be fomething wild and dtf- 
tratted in his Looks. The fourdj Day, 
no fconer^rrivd, but our Lady began 
ferioufly and gravely to confider what 

H 4 * a 
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a cruel Scandal this would be to her> 
if flie did not take care to prevent it 
How ! a Man die in my Qlojet, kill'd 
by Defpair, kili'd by Hunger I 1 am 
utterly undone if I don't hinder it. 
What malicious Stories will the Neigh- 
bourhood raife of me, if this (hould 
happen ? Perhaps by this time too 
Love had gain d fome Ground upon 
her Heart j and 1 am apt to believe 
for my part , that Love work'd as 
powerfully with her as the Fear of 
Scandal. However it was^ (he refolvM 
to go and argue the Matter with him ; 
and after along Exhortation, which he 
did not feem to under(iand y becaufe he 
was in \a manner dead; (he told him, 
that fince all the Arguments (he had 
offer'd to him, could not get him out 
of her Clofer, (lie was. willing to let 
him go out upon his own ^Conditions : 
With this, our poor Lover caft an a- 
morous Look at her ; and ask'd hex 
whether what he heard was true, or 
only an lUufien of his Senfes. She fa- 
tisfied him that all was true ; when im* 
mediately Life return d to him ; and 
not only Life, but a furprizing Vigour, 
which enabl'd him to pay oft part of 
his Debt to Madam before ever h? 
; , . ftirr'd 
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ftirr'd out of the Clofet. Never did 
Lover make; a more honorable Re* 
treat, that's certain : In all probabili- 
ty, our Lady was mightily pleas'd 
w>th her own Charms, fmcc they had 
Efficacy enough to perform fo miracu- 
lous a Cure ; and I don't doubt but in 
Reality they had a good Share in , 
the Miracle : But then 'tis- as true, , • 
that they ought not wholly to afliime * 
it to themfelves ; but to divide the 
Glory of it with a cold Neafs-Tongue, 
a Roll of Bread, and a good Bottle 
oxWine, which our Lover haddex- 
teroufly conyey'd under a Couch 
which was in the Clofet ; for you 
muft know, that forefeeing he was 
to die, he had taken care, like a good 
Chriflian as he was , to make Tome 
Preparation for it before-hand. And 
now, Madam, methinks I fee your 
Ladylhip ftriking your Fann againft 
the Table , and crying , Was there 
ever fuch a horrid Riete of Trea- 
chery aded?. What will this wicked 
Age come to ? And yet, Madam, I 
muft take the Freedom to tell you, 
that I look upon that Womajt to 
b? happy, exceeding happy, who ha^ 
a Lover that can cheat hey fo in'- 
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genioufly : For, ip the firft place* 
ftie has the Honour of having done 
all that can be requir d from a La- 
dy of the moft rigid fortue* and, 
Secondly apd laftly , fhe has the 
Pleafure of finding her Appetite gra- 
tify'd without the leaft Injury to 
her Honour, I dare engage that 
. our young Lady has not been hack* 
ward to teftifie her Love to Mon- 

fieur , and that, to convince 

him of it, (he has fent him home 
an hundred times fince, with* as 
much Satisfaction as then , and lefs 
Hunger. The Truth on t is, he de- 
ferv a this kind Treatment^ if it were 
only for the Fruitfulnefs [of his 
Invention. Others take Towns by 
blocking them up till they ftarve 
em 5 whereas bur Lover carried the 
Place before him* by only pretend- 
ing to ftarve himfelf. Well, this was 
certainly one of the prettieft Stratar 
gems in the World. All the Mi£ 
chief is, that You Ladies for the fu- 
ture will take no notice of us Zw 
prs 9 when we taHc of dying for You, 
tho' after all, I am apt to believe, 
'that it will do us no very great 
Harm neither. You may find by 

this 
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this fcort Story that our Cavalier 
had come oft but blewly had the 
Lady's Rigour continu'd : but to 
our Comfort be it rememhred, her 
Vertuous Refolutions did nor hold 
out to long, as a fmall French Roll, 
and a fingle Bottle of Wine. 



Letter IV* 

To Madam de P- — - 

Upon her refufing to marry berDangb- 
ter to a Coufin-German. 

W'lth^all due Submiffion be it 
fpoken, methinks your La* 
dyfhtp overtrains the Point a little ♦ 
in fo pofitively refufing to marry your 
Daughter to Monfevrde S- — . You 
tell us you don't approve of a Marri- 
age betwixt two Coufin-Germans ; but 
ferely, Madam, you can never believe 
this to be any lawful Impediment in 
Hymens Spiritual Court. Would you 
have Monfieur 5 — ~~* think Ma- 
dam 

* 
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damF- to be left agreealle,b& 

caufe he is her Coufin-German? This 
fort of Reafoning may appear ftrong 
to you ; but has not Beauty much 
Stronger Arguments? Has a Man 
his GeneaUgy always before his Eyes, 
and when he fees a N charming Young 
Woman, is he oblig'd to call to mind, 
that He and She came from the fame 
Grandfather? Now I as I take it, we are 
not very apt to trouble our Heads 
much with thinking upon our 
Grandfather, when the Grandaughter 
is in the Room, efpetially if fee is 
beautiful ? But after all, what have 

you to fay againft Monfieur</?S 

For my part, I think he has behaved 
himfelf like a very good Relation : For 
inftead of Friend ybip,he hasftiew'd his 
Lave to your Family j and if he finds 
himfelf dij appointed \ the Fault will lie 
* at your Door. If it is a Religious 
Scruple that hinders you from giving 
your Confent, your Ladylhip may 
be pleafed to remember that all the 
good Folks in the Old Tefiatnent al- 
ways married in their own Tribe ; and 
that one thoufand feven hundred Years 
ago, Monfieur de S had been ob- 
lig'd in Confcience to love your Ljdy- 

ftup's 
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ip's pretty Daughter, and no one elfe. 
I own, that things have been fome* 
what changed fince that; but then I 
beg of you to give your Confent, 
that the young People may fend to 
Rome, to fee if the *6td Gentleman 
will grant em a Difpenfation. I need 
not inform you, Madam, that fudi 
Marriages are permitted between Re- 
lations, when their -Eftates or Lands 
are fo intangVd one with another, 
that there is no dividing *em without, 
endlefs Law Suits : I confefs that' our 
Young People have not this Reafon 
to alledge for themfelves ; but what 
is every jot as forcible , they may 
fay that the 'Affairs of their Hearts 
are fo ftrarigely embroiled together, 
that it is too late no w to think of par- 
ting em. If your Daughter were an 
Heirefs, in whom your Name would 
expire^ and who would carry all your • 
Eftate into zfirange Family, I don't 
doubt, but that out of a jufl Concern 
for your Eftate and Family, you wou'd 
employ all your Intereft to procure her 
zDifpenfation to marry a Kinfman of the 
Name. Now, what ought to go much 
farther with your Ladyfliip , your 
Daughter has Beauty and Charms 

that 
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that are infinitely more valuable than 
all the dirty Aires *nd Lands in the 
Kingdom, which will afluredly go out 
of your Family, and perhaps never 
come into it again, if your Lady (hip 
ftiould force hef to marry any one elfe 

butMonfieur S . As for me, that 

* have the Honour to be related to you, 
tho* at a great diflance y I can't forbear to 
concern my felf in the Beauty of youf 
Family. For which Rcafon I conjure 
you not to impoveriih it, by Rowing 
your pretty Daughter elfewhere, and by 

obliging Monfieur S- ■ to make a- 

nother Choice'. You fee how the 
whole Family of the L — -'s are de- 
fer me d and ugly* fo that it will take 
up a hundred Years, I warrant you, i 
before they recover themfelves. Let 
ustake/i/r Warning by this Example; ' 
and fince we have Beauty in our Pojfef* j 
« fiouy be fo wife as to preferve it. 



Let- 
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Letter V. 

To Madam J . 

Upon her talking of him in bfie Sleep. 

Madam, 

IReceiv'd an Account the other day 
of the great Favour you have 
lately done me. 'Tis in vain for you 
to difown your Paffion : 'Tis certain 
you love me irt your Heart, and your 
Sleep has betray 'd- your deepeft Se- 
crets. See, Madam, what a Folly it 
is to pretend to conceal ones Affecti- 
ons, and hide 'em from thofe that 
occafion 'em. If you had frankly * 
own'd all to me, I aflure youlwoua 
have given you no Reafon to find 
fault with my Secrecy but you were 
refolved to truft it with no (Jther 
Confident but your felfjwltenas it has * ! 
happen'd, you have not been fo difcreet 
as 'twas expe&ed. From hence,iMadam, 
you may learn this uleful. Doffrine, 

not 
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not to rely altogether upon your felf. 
You will tell me perhaps, that you 
talk'd in your Dream you knew not 
what j but had you not done much 
better to have freely and honeftly told 
me, what you afterwards owned in your 
Sleep, without knowing it i Had it 
not been much more prudent to ac- 
quaint me with your Paffton in a few 
Words, than to (peak of it thus in 
the Nighty like a Perfon that was be- 
fide her felf? Love lofes no time, and 
therefore you ought to have commu- 
nicated this Secret to me, which, you 
fees will efcape from you Women (bon- 
er or later. If your Reafon enjoyos 
you Silence, yet your Reafon will take 
a Napp, apd then Love will not be 
idle : If your Virtue can anfwer for your 
Bays, yet what can anfwer for your 
Nights > That Interval belongs all to 
* Love j and accordingly yqu fee that 
the Secret of fo many Days has dole 
from you in one Night, fi>ut Madam, 
may I make fo bold as to ask you under 
what Figure I appear'd to you, when 
you declard your felf in my Favour ; 
for an Opportunity may offer it felf 
when I (hall be very, glad to re*aflume 
the fame Shape. For my part, I am 

apt 
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apt to believe that f was very haughty 
and itifolent ; fpr hitherto I haYfi-heca 
able to obtain nothing of yon with 
all my Suhnufiop and ReftfS. Don't 
tell me that* ougtir t© drew no Con* 
fequence from what you faid in the 
Night : It was jfgt^thit fjfoke then, and 
you alone ; whereas in the £>*y Vis 
Qonfiraint > 'tis Cerem»y % 'tis Dijjtmula~ 
#fc»* tffctt*p«**s; By tbfe yOa ! may 
fin*«llw»fortl!«fuitrerflWl^y«ii&/M. 
fiHmvdk jf&tti&*p you- flk#» me W 
Ibt Oay time >? attd let foWRcatkient 
iteftat wha» it win", HftafltelPyott 
ifeit'3WwwiWttii%'i& again ; at i^M 
IH fcwrt, I' ftilb tttke yott for one. of 
ttotfe canning Pftfmitex Wfronevef 

Spear as they afe^ but in *he dkrk* 
t? wltertas^Bher balii* l«*ve aWtfiei* 
touament* upo» theitf Tttfettv; when 
dfty^-wBfcdiyoukawfthartroubleA v 
ft»ll» Load; yd»r5iwff«yt^vuponyoursi 
HftMfhoppymtift'thcMfen be, who cart 
feBigotttT Ladyftiip afld-the'reft>©Ry©uf 
9W, facte** you are»ifc }^K*Primmve 
Statffv without any oP efieft ^rrtihtf 
tiww^youfromtsat'odKftynei' 
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Letter VI. 
To the fame. 

Since you did me th$ Honour » 
talk of me in your Dreams, I 
have not been able to deep a Moment ; 
fo ftrangely am I diftraded between 
Joy and Inquietude. It is the greateft 
Satisfaction in the World to me to find 
my felf fo near your Heart ; but at 
the fame time I tremble as often as I 
think that our Secrets are in fuch dan* 
ger of being divulg'd. I am not at all 
aifpfeas'dtatezyou fo refer v'd in the 
Day time: But this unaccountable Af- 
fedion and Eagernefs at Night alarms 
me } for in ftiort, Madam, 1 am afraid 
that you'll difcover all our Intrigues. 
What Method then fhall we take to ma- 
nage our Affairs with more Security 1 
For my part, I know but one, which I 
beg you to take into your Confiderati- 
on. Be not then, if you pleafe, alto- 
gether (ofevere in the Day, and I give 

you 
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you leave to make it up a-Nights, and . 
difpenfe with you from thinking of 
me then. Tis a plain Cafe, that Love 
cannot always ride full fpeed : There 
is a certain time when the ttndereft 
things difgnft^ and 'tis impoflible to hold 
out twenty four Hours in the fame 
Strain of Paflion, and not find fome 
(mail giving hack of the Spring. But 
by talking of me in your Sleep, you. 
live gain'd that Afcendant over my. 
Heart, that for the future it will whol- 
ly be Jcvotid to your Service. A Fa- 
wnr fo undeferv d and fo unexpected 
makes me difrtgard 'all the Ladies I 
fee ; it effaces all their Charms, fpoils 
theLuftre of their Eyes, and ruins all 
their Shapes. What is more, I am 
not at all mov*d with the Conven- 
tion of the Wittiefi Womm : For 
what can the happieft of her whole 
Sex, with all her Pains and Applica- 
tion too, fay that is comparable to 
what you (peak at random in your 
Dreams, even when you don't think 
on't ? This Kindnefs of yours, has in- 
tirely banilh'd my Flmifb Miflrefc , 
from my Thoughts, and has done 
her a Prejudice^ which all her other 
good Qualities will never be able to 
I 2 .>r- , 
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rttrieau 1 am infcamM ft» Jfcapr 
very pnfntyip, andttla* btr fciMgt- 
nation, tt'lyah it «£ over-a<ftwa to 
tie Day; isjo^s;* twe pgo6toa& Mt- 
ptfB~m Night, i N«rw> tftte * a Faulk 
WhkSilWwi qerer ftaadg* th* ftftft 
WomaQ! bpoo Earth i cannot *pp*N 
hapd-tawi im peftikfo foe a M» it* 
ifen! a *tiaptaa/wki> <tefc$ no© aw* 
now ami tben, and talk of hfc& vafeet* 1 
rtiefit^MEeshcr. May lie haiocfebtt! 

tt» twfeateSaxv tf I *«>wH not «*ia» 
• l**#.if lb* had not this £tdk£«i**' 
therefore* Madm, tafeagaatf Atfriw 
ftomyeJr fctaftfe Scmntv an) cofcftu 
itoe thefe affe&ioaatfc fitau . JBawic* 
ffitf is* fort of mft*tOMk> bsrfoftim 
Ja%ibdi.deti$tfal that the. W tfiomia*- 
Vtebfspbets it not to bvmettiioi^d^ 
tfae fame 4 r ««r With ifc U ... j -*;. 



;n« 



fi» 



y ( 



-a 



Digitized by VjOOQ 



p m % Mtofiw ffctftefcelie. « i j j 






1 ...-: 



-T? 






*if \ ' "/ ''' 7 '. ' : "■'."(! ' • . "! •' • . ; • 

0»» offing bis 44vicc whether mfbwld 
' r , rtfcwy-j; a young, Getttkwotm* that, ms 
.'' ^ej^Iea^fiftd^hut had »p fortune, ,' 

^^6?*%; ■„ ;, ,. ^ /. .■ • . , 

•Jt/Qtl fjtfe imagine what a fevere 
)l /T^fcyo^ittipOt'd'dpanthewben 
yoVdefj«ki met© advjfe you ifttfe 
$nifat F^nr<? of ycWr Affairs. ■ Qfc 
^g? iWnd^u are upt©<ho Bars i»i!we 
*fth,*fi*$fy y<Wh^i«^; «ad onth« 
rtyffor,, ! jpopij • father *fefcd& i yew ; word* 
that li* wft c&rtain|y> ^ti^ttr'tt you, 
tf yotf <Btfr£ &er. > T^fajipfein with 
y«V I :4mi« kndw .^we &dviat to 
$HHl3*w* 'Tkweare b«t«m Ways 
for ytn* to jffefce, the ftfavrtk, whrcti 
it to pUmr.HOBr ■ ■Pafism. to every? 
tfetogowth* fide Heaven; and the 
|to^«^ ( tyhieh i£, 'Aofcf to lofe fifteen 
Mre&fwtfs a Year for a Mifirefs y 
> I 1 . tho* 
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tho* fhe was as beautiful as an Angel: 
Now you need only con/ult your felf 
to be able to determine this Point I 
make no queftion but your Inclination 
leads you to a£ -the Hero j but the 
Difficulty is not, What you are at pre* 
fent y but wh$t you rojty be hereafter. 
I would advife you to follow your 
Gryttnffs of Soul, if you could be cer- 
tain that it wou'd never leave you: 
But the Mifchief on't is, there is no 
relying upon it $ for perhaps it may 
take its Farewel of you, even before 
the Honey- Moon is over. In fhort, a 
Man foon grows weary of playing the 
iHero+bxxt the Devil is in him that 
gro\ta wear y/of a good Efiate. Yw 
never yet faw fifteen hundred Pounds 
a Year make People forget their Vows, 
tho Beauty y to its Mortification, his 
often feen it. I know full well, that 
thefc Arguments wilt appear very 
grofs to you; and that they are decry a 
in alltheMetaplyfickSyftctosoR Love: 
Vet it vexes me, that the Experience! 
have of this wicked World , will not 
permit me to rfecommend thefe Ideas 
to you, which I own to be much 
more Nolle and Delicate, than thofe 
that arc built upon fordid Inter eft, 'lis 

not 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



out ofMonJteur Fontenelle. i$j 

not my Fault, if I don't believe that 
Love is fuffieient to make a Man hap- 
py ' \ mould be glad to believe it With 
all my Heart: But why has Love de- 
ceiv'dfomany thoufands of his Vo- 
taries before my Face, whom he pro- 
mis'd to provide fo plentifully for, that 
they ftiou'd want nothing ?If he deceives , 
us when he has his Arms at liberty j. have 
muchftrongerReafon to believe he'll 
do it, when he's manacled with a Fami- 
ly. You may flatter your felf perhaps 
that you will find a thoufand Charms, 
and all the Obfequious Refped, that can 
be imagin'd, in the Perlbn you are go- 
ing to marry, becaufe (he em all to 
the Man that fatrificd his Fortune to 
her; Take care that this be not the 
very Reck on which your Marriage 
fplits. As the World goes at prefettt, 
a Woman's Gratitude may eafily fall 
fbort of the Obligation (he has recei- 
ved, and yet it ought not to pafc for 
ifrodty. 1 fcou'd be very loth to 
many a Woman, whom I might have 
as juft aPretence to quarrel with,«yoq 
wiU have with yours. In my Opinion 
that Man is an unhappy Wretch, indeed 
who has other Matters of Qmplaint^ 
bcikksthofethat Matrmy naturally 

■ 1.4 fw " 
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4wm&>es'<3£ its felf.- A WopMi^ ttfe 
J»ec iadic bcftGkGWT*ftwcesry<ra.^n, 
.has, but too \mwy QHjg*tM*s t»-h^r 
Husbaed, why then flioji'id you ip- 
woVeiier ^/nfr ia. your .Debt? 1 Q»- 
£4er ^hat this will <n»fce her tmactt 
*orfr your . Wife than uny . other *Jfo 
man<otivld; bavp tewwrndcrofeqi 
ly iwa^^uMsfe^y-iwiiliher-* 
f|de$, you -rfjant imagine whet. * 
Puniftipi^it jt will 4aa<o y ow, d»t jy <* 
dare iieyer open yonr-Lipfrtp ^mflai^ 
of J^>hi*i^ carry loiti. with #*> 
*f«w .Wfhatywbagan in a foolifh iF/awt; 
Xhus you m&i *lwaya fflesi to - bfl 
tfharm'd Hwitb her i Bebfl vixwr» -even**! 
the *ery, 4me ftfthett ^u < are «gry , 
with her* tin . your ooui. 'For nqrl 
pert, I make a© Scruple to **wn**»/ 
Y*KU*haf I wou'd flot. for all tltfti 
World: *6pr«otf rmy ieJf of -the U-, 
^nf/ , of railing.* iittle at my Wife,, 
whenever,! AaaiM 'have a jfi*wy tha* 
twy. Eeflow *: Uttle Confioeratiopf. 
49001 th^s Reafert^ but fa&>ie¥0*. 
wfeofV iffttrtaiBe;.yoer <fe& afcfirib 
fwm. (fta^ing R vm m m y\ mifyxm*: 

50 ieDtixbaa ewingttih tfee •/%«*. 

T^uoVJ -h** for pft^ftfQM 
.*•; t i Thougbis 
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Thoughts fkeely upon this Head, 
without perfecuting jou with a long 
Sermon, after the manner of a Chole- 
rick F<tf for, qr an ill-natur'd Ujkle. I 
am not vife 1 «r iMfig^ tnongh to 
pretend to fpeak to you in that 
bttguagft. Hflttw*, I &MJrifeta 
\m\% ; ^y Wc Oripaft isld 
you all that nowk te Jiid to fou 
upon this Occafion by People that 
We <nue n#«r •*/*£ (fan, 

s s * 



j. i ••• 






Digitized by VjOOQlC 



tjl S BLEST LM7TE%S 



To Monfieur 6c IB 

Hmhe badhreugbt a gtarrel upon bis 
Hands ferftanding up fer lean Wt- 
mn 9 agasnft the Fat, 

IAm eoo% to furpr&e You with 
an odd Adventure. Altho' I have 
liv'd fo many Yeats in the Army 
without a Quarrel upon my Hands , 
I am now engae'd m a very ftrange 
one ; and what d'ye think was the oe- 
cafionofit? You muft know I di- 
ned very peaceaily at my own Lodg- 
ings : and after Dinner was over, I 
took a Walk with four or five Gentle- 
men in the Garden. We had exbau* 
fed all the publick News at Dinner ; 
We had drain'd the Gazettes and me 
Mercuries, talk'd over all tl*e Difor- 
ders of Poland, and die Troubles of 
Hungary ; and what fhou'd our D|fc 
courfe run upon now, but Women? 
You cannot expe& that the Convert 
Cation of Soldiets fliou'd turn upon 
Matters of Gafantry in fo fine and de-. 
licate 
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Urate a Strain as the Convcrfations in 
Clalia. Thus, we did not amufe our 
felves about the Difference between 
have and Friendjbip, or aflign the 
precife Limits between Ejleem and /#- 
clinati<m % The Queftion in debate 
was, who were tne handibmeft of 
the two, the &«* Women, or the 
fat: Since! was oblig'd to chufeone 
of thefe two Ex t reams y I rdbtv'd to 
declare my felf -in favour of the Lean. 
There hapned to be a broken Captain 
in the Company, who began to main* 
tain the oppofiteSide ; but with as 
inuch/fcry and Bagmefs, as- if he 
had been going to ingage an Mmrny $ 
So that I was forc'd to raife the Pitch 
of my Voice to keep up with him. 
He pretended that there was Grace md 
Majefiy'im Fat Woman, which com- 
manded Refpe<a and Adoration from 
all that law her i All this I turn'd in- 
to Ridicule, and < perform'd my part 
fo happily, that I had all the Ltutgh- 
ers oa my tide. Vyhenit came to 
my Military Man's turn to jear theLem, 
not a Man of us Seconded his- Raillery. 
This went to the very Heart and &*l 
of him, As for me, I exprels d my 
(elf in the Language of a Conque- 

^ rpurj 
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'tAmt'ttoii irttftaM to ftot+'-Jbik 
m Vmty ma rtot * Jitric pu^li Ufr 
jpgfe tewag £g«sU ii> important: * 

*fc'*mhi* Jty«*i **gU at bftto ** 
fewfcfou^ aad airft^ft Whifel* t»*fi»» 
!»%<»*»{ ftuttbe Opmi thought 
k i«fi«jifr to 1* ptttt of Rrvdeadi 
Mtjgfcrte 4^. Idtl* Owtta*etfi* v 
Iftfcy toW me thatibr Capon.-; ufos t 

m& frmifr<ttik thcltttzrtf of if 
d*t iva» *& her Crorafbmoes 9: 3mm 
this tfaffymigbiMQ htro jqlformW an . 
e£ btfoee b^ ibo»%rtor ocbct : Ani 

*gtf» I&oti'd net hftw oonteftcck' tb* 
Pant with htm. • 'Us About fffttek 
Dw-^i fym thb fi^ute faap*e4£ 
filter whwH* ttoaev I late ntade- *s>«^ 

*ft,Uir mitejptt&fs* t&* AfeMI?; 

bn^e\W* «t»tfiMfi riipofrtt to -heart 
of 1*9 Xfthni©f!Adct>iJwto4ati<^ v <ft 
fcppofe.fcy. thtsitf&is hfilwpcx toil* 
0ntUt»: hwffetf m**. Us Mfttt*,< 
as4-lM,t*4n6<«t)*r Ffettfotifti*; 
to fear .fmm* t* I»fr fay «lk <*»«? fe ' 
jmI MJme4, awe** IbrgiYtJth*' 

< -v" ttu«l$ 
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tfei*fc »tei)eft*tly J0f i <MltfcCffit£ 
ami : a ttar^l^r,- TejktiBf I had ' 
»jpg«fr v» Mi# Bpdfr *. c prett* 
fowig: &«ty ae m cerent Hotii 
y&m I feo#v^I ftpultf havt ail 6^ 
pmt*»&J firicfing hef all ^atone 
The time was jtift approa^RM^ M 
Sfy Chwfttien btffftg;;08£ 6£' tftj? \saj^ 
lv*w foicy totrtKteQ it o^ fo^r, a* 
fa4a& I cotfU dr?«. Paffiag^ tarts* 
a Mffow ^aav f ^eame ftilf Stjtf 
«po* my Q^ V wfc* d-fed «tf 
fct *n 0*grf/fm& tfr me, ^/#?> 3»* 

9 Language : But not having a Mi- 
nute then to lofe, I ^lfwered him 
with the fame Blunwef*, : and with- 
out fo much as looking at hun,that I was 
not at leifure to fight,and To on 1 march- 
ed, IWrtpfeij^femething elfe to do. He 
would have been ravifh'd to have had 
an Opportunity to tilt with me;, 
but to deal plainly with You, I 
did not think it worth the while at that 
time to go to Loggerheads with him. 
The Lord knows what wilt become 
of this NJatter j but it would be 
a jrery pleafant Thing , if our mer+v 
# L Difpute about Fat and Lean La* 

dies 
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dies mould bring Us two before 

thofe mrtby Gentlemen the Mare- 

fchajs of France. I am informed that 

goes about from 

^ Sirring and prepof> 

: People againft me; 

have obfervd of late 

; upon me with a ve- 

Nqw, what (hall I 

d of mine, in fo pref- 

fmg a Danger? I think I have no 

other Card left me to play, but to 

arm all the Lean ones in my own 

Defence. 



SIR* 

Tcurst&c. 



7* 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



out of jSmjkur Fontcnelie. 14; 



T% Monfieur B— *• 

About a nice Fantaftical Widow that 
was very difficult in her choice if a 
Hushand* 

I Hive feat You an Account of 
all that has hapned here at my 
Lady L fmcefhe has been a Wi- 
dow. To be plain with yon then, (he is 
fully refolv'd to have another Huf- 
band ; but what fort of a Husband 
do you think will content her? Why 
(he will have one that is truly \ repU 
h f and Jfncerefy in love with her: 
but is afraid the World has wkked 
Defigns upon her Eflate rather than 
her Perfo*) which is a very nice and 
reafonable Diftin&ion , I muft own ; 
but fuch a. (me as her Ladyfhip ought 
by no means to remember at this time 
of day. She is obferved all along in her 
Difeourfe to leflen her Eiiate as much 
as (he can,to hinderhef humbleServants 
from loving her for the lake of her un- 
righteous 
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Mammon find at the fametime Ihe makes 
her Age lefsjthan it is : But 'tis not in 
fier umh\p$ power to pre^3ice*eTffier 
her Eft ate or her Age jior all the World 
knows to4n*A&& mi Ifoatfrhow far 
each of 'em does extend. I could wilh 
with all. my heart You were here to 
nv vncn wrnrc V/Onreuipi ino rwHy 
■ •rhof ■ iknfgbttRit wilt • €3ntf^tfi9ci9H , 
when ever fhe has the lea# Occafton 
to fpeak of it. G&i/</ j /r is not the 
kilmad Bafes im japr€k*ksdm-fi$i 
m0 **£ *. Ja# "&&B. am Sm 
tfa jhmi cmtbmmatp h*, vAawmd 
mdfrjm bagQt Mmsi^ m your Aim 
mt Skgp±a>&; . Stow; *«*r mattes 
Imtoaatpt up tfca* Dfcttwaioa ? ^hy, 
f ami »****. jaw* dbr< «1* J^» 
&a* flak 4 i**> aofcte 4*r:,> attd 
•«i«y» aaadfonte Sfaapr? tot a* f<* 
ta ■Gw^favi*^iVfifesgirdii*h«t the tip 
Matty a %e«r ago.. Qfc* dicr othe* 
haact the Baa^t«r ewdewrodts all 
ileoon t» hinder ]■* Blather fcam 
•ftavana; agattt ,. basaafe jta aeatfy 
coottott iKrap aaaat #f Innft to 
A>i ft* n tad tkiss is ttto Rsafa* why 
fee ufes- all hor A&dtdb &■ p** 
VBQtie. tf any Premier asppcaa 

\ t& 
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to take the right way to gain the 
Old Lady's Heart, the Daughter 
throws her felf in his Way ; and 
to make him leave off the Purfuit 
of that Game, Hie employs thofe 
never failing Charms that always at- 
tend fouth and Beauty. This makes 
her Mother wonderfully jealous, and 
that is Plague enough in all Confer- 
ence: For when (he is once poflefs'd 
with that Devil, (he makes as great a 
Hurricane, and is as difficult to be re- 
conciled, as a bilk'd Girl of fif- 
teen. This Young ZWy, after all, 
might perhaps find her felf miftakeii 
in her Politicks, if a Man of good 
Senfe made his Court to her Mother* 
who without flopping fliort by the 
way, would go and attack her regu- 
larly, and refolve not to raife the Siege 
till he carried the Town ; but it fall* 
out luckily for her, that the Old 
Lady admits none but Young Fellows 
to make their Addreffesto her; and 
Young Fellows , You know , will 
always be cullied by a Young Face, 
I made her uneafie for fomfe time * 
for I pretended to be mightily in love 
tfithher Mother, who gave me no 
unkind Reception ; and immediate- 



• 



*. 
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ly the Daughter impbyed all her 
1 wheedling Tricks to make a Di- 
Verfion. As I had no other Defign 
. than to ikrm her for a while, I took 
care not to fall into the Trap flie had 
laid for me j but at laft 1 put her out 
of her Pain a few Days ago by a 
Letter .which I writ toner. I have 
fent You a Copy of it enclofed hi 
this, becaufe it may ferve to give 
You fome Light into the tiifiory of 
the VVidowhood of my Lady 

L , which You are fo defirous 

to know. I am, 



2? / /?, 

2W, &c. 



i« 
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To Mwfieuf de F — — • 

Dejirbrg his Advice, whether hejkoutd 
marry a certain Lady that was recorn* 
mended to him. 

Dear ft tend \ 

1 Never ftood morfe in need of good 
Advice, than at this prefent wri- 
ting; and I conjure You to affift me 
to the beft of your Skill, My Friends 
Wou'd have me marry : But, deal 
plainly with me, Don't You think 
this Aflair fomewhat too (eriouis for 
one of my Temper ; and that I am / 
not worthy to be admitted into fa 
honour able a State? Fot my part, I 
never had one grave folid Thought 
in all my Life ; yet never found my 
felf theworfefor't; and muft I now 
begin to be flagued with them? Well, 
but who do You think they wou d have x 

me marry ? Why, Madam A , the ^ \ 

mod fage and difcreet Perfon in th& . 
Univerfe. Methinks I fee her already 
advife me to lead a mofc regular Life, 
K % love 
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love me by Rule and Method, and take 
it for granted, that fhe (hall have a 
Child by me every Year. The other 
day (he gave me an Item of her Re- 
JolutionS) which did not a little dif- 
compofe me. She told me thgt it was 
impoflible for a Wotiian of Virtue to 
continue long a Widow, without being 
expos'd to (Iraoge Inconveniences Now, 
nothing but a Woman that was very 
confident both of her felf and her 
own Reputation, durff maintain a 
Vifcourfe of this nature. But does 
fhc think I am the Man that muft 
put an End to her dolefome WidovD* 
hdod? Well then, What fay You? 
Are You not of the Opinion that I 
k (hou'd be a very falh Man to engage 
in this Enterprize ? What perplexes 
me moft of all, is, that the Party to 
do her Juftke, is very deferving in 
every Refped: : To that I am reduc'd 
to the fad tfecejftty of coming to a 
grave Deliberation, orthreatned to be 
polled for a Sot, if I don't comply with 
fo adv'antagious a PropofaL "Better 
Men by far than my felf wou'd be glad 
to receive it on their Knees. I am in- 
form 'd the Lady fpraks very favour -all) 
ot me in all Companies; Perhaps die 

prO- 
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propofes the Satisfa&ion to her felf 
to convert me, and make me a Jfaid f 
foler Husband. If this is her Defign, 
I am undone to all Intents and Pur- 
pofes. For what will become of me, 
if ever flie reconciles me to that trou- 
blefome Companion, Reafon ? I have 
been confidering with my felf, whe- 
ther 'tis not more likely thatlfhall foon- 
cr fpoil her Gravity , than Ihe reclaim 
me from roving. A very pretty Defign 
this,for aMan to have in hisFIeaJwheti 
he is going to take a Wife. But upon 
Second Thoughts, I dare hot flatter 
my felf that I lhall be able to do this j 
for I find that in fpite. of my Teeth, 
ihe commands a Refped from me, 
which will certainly give her a ftrange 
Superiority over me. 1 4m not at all a- 
firaid of being governd. I am a- 
fraid of being made a grave plodding 
Fellow, They will put me upon Of- 
fices, and Imployments, they will 
plague me with Projefts and Defi^ns^ 
andfetling Fortunes upon Children: 
And for my part, I have not Courage 
enough to truft my felf with any fuch 
terrible Ideas. Oh ! that at this pre- 
fect Minute fomegood-natur'd Earth* 
quake would fwallow all her Lands and 



e* 



Digitized by VjiOOQlC 



150 SELECT! LflTTEQiS 

Tenements at orie Gulp $ tjia$ (bp^e 
quicfcfighted Lawyer \jvpuld find o\it 
3 Flaw ifithe Title of her Eflate; or 
that fome charitable Polfie would f$i*e 
. her from Head to Foot. How fhould 
J think my felf oblig'd to any fuch fa- 
vourable Accident that wpuld fairly 
difengage me out of thia troublefome 
Affth without any Fault on my fide: 
For, by my good Will, I would not be < 
guilty of one ; neither wovjld I give the . : 
World a juft Occjifion to reproach me 
upon that Head. . You cannot; imagine 
how Jtrangely I am altered for the worft 
withiq this Your Days, fince I have had 
this Confix^ within my Byeaft. I ne- 
ver thought fo much in my whole Life, 
and find by Experience that Thjnity 
is ^n Exercife which by no means fuift 
fpy GanftituHQit, 



7i 
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To the fame. 

Wherein he giyes him an Account, that 
the Match is broke of. 

In cbearful Airs you Joy di/cpver, j 

■-.... Hynjen V Tyranny is over., > 

Sing Io Paean, every Lover. y 

MY Marriage is broke off, God be 
thanked : "Us true lam fome- 
wnat in the Fault ; but my Honour is 
fefe before Men j and Iamrefolv'd to 
make You the Confident of my Amour. 

I wpnt Yefterday to Madam A- '? 

Ho^fe, being carried thither in fpight 
pf my Teeth, jremUing, fweating, 
confounded and diftra&ed with the 
bare Thought that I was going to treat 
Of tha»t dreadful Affair, call'd Matrimo- 
ny. I dare fwear never did Girl of Fif- 
teen fuffer more from her Modefty on 
the like Occasion. lam fenfible that 
this Comparifon is too faint to repre- 
fent my Qonfufion • therefore I will 
give V°* <W£ which will wake You 
K 4 ffwcfc 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



iji SELECT LETTERS 

much better comprehend my. Cafe: 
In fhort, I was fo much chaag d, that 
had You feen what a wretched Figure 
I made, how fneakingly \ lopk'd, and 
with what Gravity I entertain'd Ma- 

dapi A , Yoy would certainly. 

- have taken me - ■ »■ nay, don't be 

ftartl'd at what I am going to fay—- 
for a Grave ferious Man, the Father 
of atleaft half a Score Children. I 
cjon't know whether my Miftrefs flatter- 
ed her felf, that this btefled Alteration 
fhe obferv'd in me, was purely owing 
to the Ambition I had to pleafe her : 
But if fhe did , I can aflure her, flie 
reckoned without her Hofi. At laft, 
the Perfon who negotiated this Affair 
between us, taking me^afide, after a 
World of Cringe and Ceremony* thus 
accoflsnxe, — — — And well. Sir, how 

do you like my Lady i ! Does not 

every thing about her anfwer the Chara- 
cter I gave you ? -. Toull certainly 

live : the happiefi Life in the World 
with her. To my Knowledge, there are 
four Mar quizes, and an old Judge keep 
their Beds, becwfe fhe will have nothing 
to fay to W After a great deal of 
ftich impertinent Stuff, fgueezing me 
by the Hand, an^ fneering in my 

Face, 
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Face, Under Favour -, fays he, / hope yon 
have brought your Writings with you • 
for we have a Councellor in the next 
Room who will perufe them in a moment; 
not but my Lady takes you to be a worthy 
Gentleman, and fo forth ; and would foon- 
tr have you than the befi Peer in the 
Land} but you indw. Sir, that the 
World hves to befatisfied in thefe mat^ 
ters ; and who would be Co unfajhionable 
to oppofe what the World does ? A little 
Love and a little Money, fays a good old 
Proverb. Nothing is to be bought in the ' 
Market without a Penny, fays another. 
Four Legs in Bed, cries a third, want 
fomething to keep 'em warm : And though 
my Lady has no occafion for your Eft ate, 
yet there is a fourth Proverb which tells 
us, that it is good to walk with a Horfe 
in ones Hand. The old Gentleman had 
nofooner concluded this fine Speech, 
but the Devil put it into my Head fo 
make my Eftate much lels than it 
was; a piece of Policy, ^ which I dare 
fwear, has been pSra&is'd by none 
but my felf. Well, I was f ore d to » 
betake my felf to this Shift j for the 
Match muft have certainly gone for- 
ward, if I had not prevented it by feme 
Artifice. The Offer was fo very ad- 

vaq- 
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vantagHws, that I could not openly 
rejecl: it : And for my part, I was 
glad of any Excttfe that would hinder 
the Proceedings, provided 1 could do it 
without being dUcover'aV Therefore I 
refolved to put thisDefjgn in Execution, 
and frankly told him that my Fortune 
was not fo great as the World took k 
to be; that my Father had very much 
incumber'd the Mate before it came 
to my Hands j andthet there were feme 
Legacies, and two .or three Portion* 
flillto be paid put of it Tho' I mad© 
my Condition much worfe than it was. 
Yet ftill I was afraid, that the Lady 
woud accept me for afl this ; However 
I refolved to trufl Mature with the £- 
vent ; which does not commonly iuffer 
it felf to. be carried to that Excels of 
Genertfity ; and thus I expected to re- 
ceive my Denial with abundance of 
Thanks and Praifes. It hapned juit as 
I expected. But vyhat fets me a laugh- 
ing as often as I. think on it; this pru-> 
dent Lady, as I was Tejlerday informed, 
had carefully computed whether her 
aodmy Mate together would, pe able 
topurchafc fuch a Place for her EJdeft 
Son, and ftch another for a Seconjd, 
and (b on for a Third: Fpr, as ftp is a, 

"Per- 
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Perfon of wonderful Regularity and 
Method, fhe had already contrive 
Fortunes for all the Children flie was to 
to have by me ; and in my Confcience^ 
flie had reckoned before-hand in what 
Order the Boys and Girls were to be 
born. You may imagine what a Pleafure 
and Satisfaction it was to me to fee my 
felf fo happily deltver'd from fo tick- * 
lifh a Bargain ; for I fiatter'd my felf, 
that let whatever Woman came to 
my ihare y I fhou'd live full as happy 
with her as with xtisAritkmetical Lady. 
The next time I did my felf the Honour 

to wait upon Madam A v I carried 

all my ufual Gayety with me : For know- 
ing now, I was in no danger oft marrying , 
her, I had no manner of Awe upon my 
Spirits; nay, what is wonderful, I 
thought her ten times more charming 
than ever $ fo that I wou d have given 
"her a Caft of my Office with all my 
Heart, if ihe had been fo minded. 
'Tis true, Ihe is a grave difcreet Lady ; 
but there is no Favour in the VVorld 
I wou d refufe her, to teftifie my Gra- 
titude to her for refufing to marry me. 
In ihort, I am damnahly miftaken, if 
ihe has not fome new Graces which I 
cou d not difcover io her before this 

Re- 
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Refufal ; and perhaps nothing but the 
Terror of Matrimony hindered me from 
feeing em all this while. This, You'll 
fay, is very ft range and Wonderful; 
but upon the Word of a Friend, 'tis as 
true as that lam 

Tour moft obedient Servant. 



To Monfieur de S — * 

Upon his. being in love with a Lady, 
whom he was to marry after her Hufi 
land's Deceafe. 

SIR, 

According to the laft Advices, I 
find You pretend to fucceed 

Monfieur de R in his Wife: I 

mean, You haveengag'd to marry Ma- 
dam de R — fpfopnas Providence 

is fo kind to her as to make her a Wi- 
dow. Let me tell You, this is a Bold 
Engagement; not but that her good 
Man is fixty Years old : but what will 
Yop fay, if the Fancy (hou d take him 
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live till Ninety j or how do You know^ 
but he may prove fuch a croft Dog as 
to make it up a full Hundred, when 
his Hand is in. 'Tis now ten Years 
compleat fince Madam de R mar- 
ried him, by the fame token ftie was 
then but Fifteen ; and I'm afraid (he 
is refolvM to give him half a Score 
Years out of her own Stock, and make 
her felf amends out of his Eftate; 
. which was the only Reafon for which 
flie married him. Not that, properly 
(peaking, fhe is a Mifer in her Tem- 
per, or cares much to heap up Wealth 
for her felf: She only did it for a cer- 
tain Gentleman that lhall be namelefe , 
for whom, it feems, ihe had no Averji- 
on, and whom ihe reckon'd to marry e- 
very Day in the Week : For it was a- 
greed on all hands* that the Old Gen- 
tleman would foon take his leave of 
this Tranfitory World. But to fee how 
ineffectual and dark-Jighted Humane 
Prudence is ! The fuperannuated Huf- - 
band dill lives* he furviv'd the above- 
mention'd Lovers Paffion and Conjlancy, 
who forefeeing there was no good to , 
be done, was e en forc'd. to marry elfe- 
where in his own Defence. Another 
worthy Gentleman fucceeded him, who, 

af- 
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after fome Years fpent in the fame Mx* 
pe8ations y was glad to throw up his 
Pretentions to a Woman, whofe Huf- 
band wasfo objlinatety refolv'd to live j 
And now, toorthy Friend, You are come 
ing into his Toft ; but I'm afraid the 
Old Man will ferve You exaftly. as he 
has done your Predeceflbrs of unlucky 
Memory , and that You will not be a 
Farthing the better either for the Mony 
or thz C&arms of his Widow. As You 
have a peculiar Afcendant over her, I 
don't doubt but this Vertuous Lady 
' makes ufe of all the Ways and Means 
which a Young Woman may lawfully 
employ to cfifpatch an old fumbling 
FeHow : but finding him look as brisk 
as ever, I am of Opinion he is not ta be 
murder'd between aPair of Sheets ; and 
that he laughs in his Sleeve, when the 
Spoufe of his Bofom wou'd oblige him 
by her Carefles to do that which wou'd 
fbon make a'Man of his years a Bank- 
rupt m Love. I don't queftionbut 
that 'tis the beft Cordial and Elixir in 
the World to him, to fee that he enjoys 
more Health than all his Wife's humble 
'Servants can boaft of Per/ever ance. 
He has already feen her Court chang'd 
twice or thrice, and yet he is ftill in the 

Land 
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Land of the Livmg. He is f6 far from 
bring jealous at an thefe oblequious 
Services that ate paid his Z^uty, that he 
enjoys a perfect Tranquillity of Mind 
upon it, which WouM make me Hark 
mad, jf I went upon the fame pefign as 
You do: Forlamfure Ilhoudtake it 
for one of the greateft Affronts in the 
World. This one may gather by 
him, that he looks upon himfeif fure 
to live long enough to weary out your 
fcxpe&ations 4 nay, to do the fame by 
Your Succelfer. The Autumn now 
approaches j and I know both You 
ana his Wife Matter your feives more 
than ever, to do his Bufaieis for him: 
For this reafon tpn never tectum flip' 
till Twelve , ply him hard with 
Jumpers, look over the Wee% Bills to 
fee what Diftempet is likely to have the 
Honour to fend him to his long Home, 
and at laft conclude, it muft be a De- 
fluxion upon his Lungs, or an Apople- 
xy. However, I dare, lay You what 
Wager You pleafe, that he will weather 
this Seafon ; and that the Fall of the 
Leaf will bring" You no good Tidings. 
'Tis an old pofitive ill natur'd 
Hunks , that will not die till his 
Wife's* itawtfjf is expir'd, and her Face 

has 
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has gone the Way of all mortal Face& 
If he fhou'd be fo wonderfully complai- 
fant as to kick up his Heels before 
tou, he will take care that his Wife s 
Charms ihan't furvive him, and will 
end his bays with Satisfa&ion after (6 
pleafanta Piece of Revenge. As, for 
me, were I in your Place, Iwou'd not 
engage in this Taffion^ nor fill my Head 
with fuch Chimards as You do, unlets 
a whole College of Phyjtcians woud 
give it me under their .Hands and Seals 
that the old Fellow wotfd not live a- 
bove a Month, or at leaft, promife me 
to give him a Civil Lift out of the 
V vorld by a time appointed. Unlefs a 
Man cou d propofe (omething like this 
to himfelf , he might perhaps make 
fome People think well of hisAffe&ion, 
but none of his Judgment/ 



• 
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To Monfieur B— -s 

Giving an Account of an Old Gentlewo^ 
man that was Caned ly her Lover ± 
and how vain Jhe grew upont, > 

I Am going to fend You the mpfl 
furprizing News You ever heard. 
Madam D , whom you are fo an- 
gry with for talking of Love and Gal- 
lantry, and iprucing up her decay 1 VPer- 
fon, floui$hes and triumphs in lj>ite 
of her Age, which the Malicious lay 
exceeds Fifty x and lately had the moft 
glorious Adventure befallen her that e- 
ver ftie coy d have Kop'd for. In ftiort, 
fhe feceiv d a few Days ago fome hear-: 
ty Drubs with a good Oaken Cudgel 
from her Lover, for fome Sufpicion of' 
Infidelity, as (lie pretends ; nay, the 
Spark was (b ftrangely tranfported, 
that going out of her Chamber, he 
thrafh'd the Ldnthorn on the Stair- 
Cafe all to Pieces. Old Tuft is groWri 
fo infupportably prbud upon receiving 
L fuchr 
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fuch vijfble Tokens^ of her Gallant's 
AfTedion, that there's no enduring of 
her. She maintains in all Companies, 
that 'tis the VVomens Fault if they 
dont make themfelves afc much belov'd 
as they pleafe ; and tha v t if they had 
but the Wit to make a right Ufe of 
their Advantages, there is ne'er a Man 
in the World whom they might not 
eafdy manage with a Angle Thread 
She mightily commends the kind 
Gentleman before thofe Perfons whom 
{he honours with any Share of her 
; Confidence. She fays he has Charm- 
ing Tranfports and bewitching Extra- 
vagancies ; and that whoever is con- 
cern^ with him, ought to know when 
his different Sallies of PaJJion and Jen- 
dernefs come in ; and that he is 
the Eajiefi Man iri the World, if 
but rightly humour d. Imagine You 
heard this Difcourfe deliver'd in a 
trembling brohn Voice, and coming 
from a Mouth, where not a Tooth, 
Or the lead Remainder of ond is to 
be feen : She thinks that this Cudgel- 
ing has fet the Clock of her Life 
Twenty Years backward, and merci- 
lefsly -infults the reft of her own Age, 
th*t have not Merit enough to de- 

ferve 
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ferve a Drubbing. This, I find, has 
made fome of them as jealous as 
Furies. So they take all the Pains in 
the World to undervalue the Merit 
of the Favours which flip has (6 
lately received. One of her Neigh- 
bours, who is her Contemporary , 
and, what is more, one that envies 
her, from the Bottom of her Heart, 
told me, when her Gallant thraftied 
he* he was juft come from the 
Chocolate- Houft >, where he had loft 
all his Money ; and that in the 
Heat of this ill Humour he had laid 
his Cane upon this charming Per- 
fon : That as for the Lanthorn ? it 
was not he, but an ill-contnved 
Rogue of a Laccjuey that broke it. 
Thus You may fee, Sir, what ftraoge 
things Envy will make fome People 
talk; and with what Artifice and Subtil- 
ty it endeavours to leffen every thing 
that makes for the Honour of its Neigh- 
bour: Nay, even the Men are an- 
fflry with our poor Spark for employ- 
ing his Cudgel fo unworthily ', as if * a 
Man were not allowed to ufe it 
where and when he faw fit ; but was 
obliged to give the Publick an Account 
of every Woman's Age whom he 
L x vouch- 
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vouchfafed to chaftize. So that accor- 
ding to this Do&rine, if in one of your 
Amorous Tranfports You ihoud hap- 
pen to fall foul upon fome amiable 
Old Gentlewoman, the World has a 
Right to ce'flfure thofe Favours as /// 
ieftowed, and blame You for not mak- 
ing them light xvpon a Younger Back. 
Now, in Truth , this is very hard ; 
Dealing ;* but the People of this Age 
are fo ill-condition d, that there's- no 
pleakng them. Farewel, Sir : Make a 
right Ufe of this Example; ufc your 
Canedifcreetly, and be fare to remem- 
ber, that when a Woman has once feen 
. Twenty five, flie does not deferve to be 
faluted with it. 



70 
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To Madam cTV — •' 

Upon having prevented her being mark' J 
with the Small-Pox, 

BY this time, Madam, I hope ev;eryf 
Looking-Glals in your Houfe 
has convinced You that I am no Falfe 
Prophet^ and given You the Satisfaction 
to fee that You are not in the leaft 
marked by Your late Difeafe* Confix 
der that You are indebted to me for 
the fineft Complexion in the World, 
and that the Rofes and Lilies that grow 
there belong wholly to me,. 'Twas I 
that prefervd znd Cultivated thofe Flow- 
ers; and (hall any dne elfe prefume to 
gather them? Prehaps I ftiou'd not 
over r firetch Matters, mould I tell you 
that you owe your Eyes to me ; and 
no bpdy needs be informal what foit of 
fiy^yours are. As for your Nofe, it is 
apkinCafe, that you may thank tte 
for its being no bigger than it .was, 
which is all one as it I had faid you 
L 3 owd 
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orid it intirely to me. Don't be of-, 
fended r at my preftnting you with 
fo exatt a Memorial of all you owe 
me j for, between Friends* you are not 
fo very generous v but that you want 
to have your Memory fbmetimes re- 
frefhed j arid tho* your whole Perfon 
ftands engag'd to me at this prefent 
writing, yet I much queftion whe- 
ther, I (hall be able to make out my 
lawful Pretention?, and whether I 
fliall not find abundance of Under- 
values. I wou'd not have you think 
to Jbam me of£ by faying, that you 
are obligd to me for nothing but 
your Face^ and that the reft was in no 
danger of being fpoitd by the Small- 
pox. Why, Madam, your Face is all 
in all i 'tis the Face that makes a 
Woman bandfome; 'tis the Face that 

fives us Security for the Parts we 
on t fee , and makes us imagine 
Charms in thofe Places where the 
Eyes are not allowed to rove. Pray, 
what ft^hifies the fineft Arm in the . 
World if it does not belong to a 
fine Face ? For this Reafon a Man . 
tfrat has a Right to a Woman's Face % 
has a Rigf)t to Jier whole Body. 
However, ir I had a Title to nothing 

but , 
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but your Face, I cou'd make fbme 
fort of a fliift to be contented with it; 
But then, Madam, as your Face is 
proper for a thoufand things, I mud 
tell you plainly and fairly before- 
hand, that I won't bate it an Ace 
of the Produd of the Soil. And' 
now, Madam, pray anfwer me a ci- 
vil Queftion or two ; don't thefe rude 
Threatnings of mine put you in bo- 
dily Feari Don't you wifli the Small* 
pox had pitted you, and left you in 
fuch a Condition that you ftiould uot 
have been obliged to any one ra- 
ther than I fhou'd infult you with 
this iftfolent Language } Come, come, 
don't be afraid j I will endeavour to 
treat you after fuch a manner, that 
you fh^l have no Qccafion to re? 
gret ytyir. being curecf by fl)J 
Means. 
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■ . P. s. ""■.." 

I am fo generous , |hat I hjsrve /dr : 
go* to recount to You one of the 
n^oft confiderable Obligations Voq 
have to me j fq that '1 attt fore a to 
tet it down here in the Poftfcript. 
I #nd my felf perfecuted by the Ha- 
tred of all thfe pretty Women • riiaf 
krio\^ my Remedy prefervd You 
Yrom being pitted. They built migk* 
ty Expectations upon your • Difeafi i 
confidently giving , out, it would mine 
all that was (Jelejtial \ri yotir Beau^ 
ty, and reduce you to K the ordinaty 

■ Pitch of a mortal Woman : So that; 
whene'er your Ladifhip cbnies into 
thefe Quarters, I mud hide my Head) 
for all the Females here curie me as 
Heartily i as if it was I that eclipsd 
their Charms ; nay, were I thtprettieJt 
Worn art in the World , they cou'd not 

' f nvy me more. Thus, Madam, You fee 
how deep you are in .my Books, fince 
You have not only your own Debt 
Yd difcharge, but to make me amends 
for the Injuftice and Perfection of 
your whole Sex. 

To 
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To Mademoifelk Dc V- 



£$to», lw fbeddittg Tears at an 
OPERA. 

I Saw you yefterday lb concern'd 
v 'U'tfae O^ai-, whereas in all other 
Places You appear to be fo relentlcfc, 
that I cannot forbear to reproach you 
with it. For my part, I belreveYou 
give your Heart its full iSw/arg . a* 
tbG.Plfyihoufe , becaufe nothing but 
Fa^es grow iir/tliat Territory, while 
You are cold and; indifferent in my . 
Company^ becaufe I fpeak nothing but 
Truths to You.' I can't imagine how it 
comes to happehfojfor you ought to 
take the quite contrary part. I Ipend fny * 
time to ifine purpofe, when I entertain 
You with the moll pajtwate* 1hmgp: 
which my Love can fuggeft to me. 
If a flayer fpeaks never To itw Words ^ 
immediately out comes the Handkfr^ 
c$ef,< qnd an Inundation of Tears 
follows. Is it impoflfible then to touch 

You 
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You without deceiving You ? This 
wou'd be a very untoward Deft in* 
both for Tou and ^fr j but efpecially 
. for Me, whomuft defpair of ever flea- 
fing you, if nothing, elfe will extent 
you. * The fineft Creature in the World 
is a ^r*wy Woman like You, who is 
alive; that? is to fey, who hasPajSKw*: 
For Paffion and iytf are one and the 
fame thing. Now, pray confider, is it 
riot a pretty Bufinds to be only alive 
at the Opera \ Remember, that accor- 
ding to this Rule, You live but three 
Days in a Week, and three Hours 
in a Day, for which too You pay 
an unconfcionable Tribute to the Box- 
kfepers. To j fpe^k properly , this is 
only living by the Hdp of Machines, 
like fome infirm decayed Wretches, 
that wholly fubfift by Cordials. Nay, 
before You can obtain this* You muff 
bring together a vaft Number bf 
People, take a World of Pains and 
Time to prepare the Mufick, ftunn 
your Ears With the Lord knows how 
many ft range Instruments, and alt 
this, to pouefs you with fome little 
ftort-Jiv'd Paffion. As. for Me, were I in 
your place, I wou'd go a more natu- 
ral way to work, and obtain it at a 

left 
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left Expe/rce. One fingle Lover wou'd 
be enough to do this : And provi- 
ded You were not backward on 
your fide, you wou'd find your felf 
more fenfibly mov'd in heholding and 
liflening to this £ww,than feeing all the 
ftrange Cataftrophe of theStage.In Ihort, 
Madam,Zi/fc does not confift in drawing 
the Air with our Lungs , and returning , 
it again j but it confifts in taking 
Love down the Heart, and diftribu- 
ting it Now, this is the Reafon 
why the Life you receive at an 0- 
pera is very imperfeft : It is true, you 
take fomething there, but you give 
nothing back : For, tho* the Player 
affeds You, yet, I dare fwear for the 
Fellow, that he knows nothing of the 
Matter^ In fhort, You muff Hve better . 
than fo, fince one may be had as cheap 
as the other. 



T# 
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To Monfienr de C-— 

Opon a Friend's refofoiig to marry 
an Old Woman. 

THIS comes to acquaint You that 
our Ftieod 8 -, notwith- 

ftanding all the Advice of> his Friends 
to the contrary, is refolved to marry 
Madam !>**. All the Reafon that 
he can give for fo doing, is, that 
he is poor^ and the Lady has a thou- 
fand Pounds a Year. Well then, 
do You think this a fuificient Rea- 
fon? I prefume you don't j for there 
is ne'er a fmgle Feature ^bdut her, 
that does not want the above-men- 
tiond Sum to keep it in Repair. 
If Want of Beauty implies Want of 
Fortune, fat is the pooreft Woman 
upon the Face of the Earth. I 
would willingly know what Me- 
thod he takes to delude her. In the 
firft place , I take it for granted, 
that tfiis Defign upon her muft be 

wic- 
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wicked : And tho* fueh a Refolution 
in my Opinion, is not eafie to take, 
yet fince he has fallen upon it , I 
long to know what Succefe he has 
had in his Pretentions. I have heard 
this VeneraUe Per/on often fay, That, 
Heaven knew her Heart, fhe had no 
Defign to marry again : Jiut that if 
lhe was predeflinated to commit 
fuch a Folly the fecond time (and 
VVidows, by the bye, are mighty 
Sticklers for Predeftination) {he would 
at leaft take care not to chufe that 
Man for her Husband who Ihould pro* 
pofe nothing elfe to himfelf but to 
make himfelf Matter of her Eftate; 
but one that had a real and fincere 
Confideration for her Perfon. I own, 
this Word Confideration was a mo- 
deft Word ; but in the Ladies Di- 
ftionary it fignified Love: And fince 
Satan has put it into her Ladifhip's 
Head to make a Diftin&ion between 
her Eftate and Perfon , I can't ima- 
gine what Method a Man can take to 
fatisfie her that he has a Fancy to 
the Former , and not at all to the 
Latter. Can fo Superannuated a Piece 
of Mortality believe that fhe has any 
Merit to boaft of, exclufive of her 

Thou- 
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Thoufand Pounds a Year; or is fhe 
fo vain as to think that the World 
looks upon her Acres to be nothing 
but an Appendix to her other Perfe- 
ctions ? What, has fhe ne'er a Looking- 
flafs in her Houfe, to convince her of 
ler Miftake i Have her Gentlewoman 
and her Drefling-Maid, her Chaplain, 
Steward, and her Butler , her Cook- 
Maid and her Gardiner, her Coachman 
and her Groom j have they all eonfpi- 
redto abufe her, and keep her in Igno- 
rance > It almoft makes me mad to chink 
on't. For Heavenfc fake, what can be 
the meaning of fo ftrange an Infatua- 
' • ation? But, to return to our Friend, 
whatever Sins he may have to anfwer . 
fdt, I am fure he ought not to be tax'd 
- With Cowardice. Bids me! to have 
the Impudence to throw himfelf at an 
old Painted Dowdy s Feet, and there to 
. tell her in a fcoundril whining Tone, 
, that the Divine Luftre of her Eyes 
forfboth has burnt his Heart to a 
Coal ; That her Company is Heaven to 
him, and her Abfence the greatcft Hell ; 
in (hort, that his Life , his Happinefs, 
his All, depends upon the Sentence of 
her CeUftUl Lips : To fay all thefe 

Sot- 
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Soittjb Flatteries, and do all thefe wic- 
ked things, is certainly above any 
Mart's attempting, but one that has 
the Courage of Hercules. For my 
part, I cou'd foonef run up to the 
Mouth of a Cannon^ leap down a Pre- 
cipice, or, what is mrje, tie up my 
right Leg behind me, and beg upon a 
Bridge, than reconcile my felf to 
fiich little Pra&ices. Inflead of load- 
ing my tender Confcience with fo 
many horrid Lies, I wou'tf honeflly tell 
her Ladifhip that I was moft won- 
derfully in love "with her Bags and 
her Acres ; and that if lhe would be 
pleas'd to make me Mafier of them, 
ftie fhou'd find me a complaHaot 
grateful Drudge to the End of the 
Chapter; But the Devil a Syllable 
wou'd I tell her of her Beauty. I 
wou'd moreover take Occafion to 
inform her, that die was bound in 
Honour, and all that, to marry me, 
becaufe I did i?ot go about to ban- 
ter her as the reft of her humhle 
whining Raskals did , who pretended 
to be fmitten with her irrefiftible 
Charms. A Woman of good Senfe 
and Difcretion, if fuch a Monfter as 

that 
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that is to- be fognd ^ above-gropnd> 
'woud be better pleas'd, one wqu!c1 
thinks with fb frank an Acknowledge 
m*t, than with . all thofe Fulfome 
Compliments, of which the comrnon 
Herd of Lovers are fo profufe. You 
will tell me perhaps, that above threes 
Parts in four .of the Women are 
Fools. Why, fo they may be : how- 
ever, I am fuch a good-natur'd Fml 
to believe they are not altogether fo 
faofifb as we make them. Bfcfides, 
tp op«* my felf further to you, there 
we fime People in the ; World, whom, 
as vmitd as I am, I ftiou'd make » & 
Ccmfcience to cheat. *Tis fome plea- 
fiire to put falfe Dice upon a cau- 
tious folemn Coxcomb^ that Hands 
eternally upon his Guard ; But what 
kind of Satisfadion can it be, to 
angle for Gudgeons that will fwailow 
a -fifiwi without zfiait ? 

When You write to me next, pray 
fend me word whether the abovemen- 
tioa'd Lady be not a downright Na- 
tural : For if (he is not^ I am refol- 

♦ ved to renounce all -manner of Ac- 
quaintance with our Friend : For if 

. he has Gunning enough to perfwade 

her 
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bet that he is in love with hef Per* 
fofi, he muft certainly be the moft 
dangerous Impbftor in the World* 
And an Impoftor, as I take it, is none 
of the fitteft Men to make a Com- 
panion. 



At End of Idonfkur FcaueocHeV 
LpTTE%$> 
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Cert amen Epftolare 

Between an Attorney of CiementV 
Inn and a dead <Parfon. 

The Argument. 

A Fellow of a College came up to Town 
about Bujinefs; which detaining him* 
tl^ere much longer than he expe£ted % 
he ivas forcd to iorrcw jive founds 
of his Landlady a Widow in Shoe- 
lane, and promised to pay her within 
a Month. At his Return to Cam- 
bridge, a Living in JLincolnfhire fell 
vacant^ and the College prefented 

- — Jrrnrtrjt. On the Day vf his Infti- 
tution he drank Jo plentifully with 
his ParifbionerStthat he fell fie k, of 
a Fever ^ which difpatch d him in a 
few Days. All this while the Widow 

- wondered what was feme of the Gen- 
tleman j and after feveral Months 
Forbearance^ having no News of him f 
emplof d an Attorney of ClementV- 

Inn 
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tnn to write to him for the foe 
Founds. The Litter coming to the 
College feme eight Months after our 
Parfons Deceafe, a Gentleman of the 
fame Houft had the Qurhfity to open 
it ; and to carry on the Frolic k, an* 
fiber d it in the flame % of the dedd 
/Wan, tohich gave occafion to the foU 
lofting Commerce. 



LETTER I 

To }&>. — at his Chambers m 

— -— College in Cambridge, 

ItJgratuni fi dixetis, omnia dixerit, 
was the Saying of one of the 
greateft Sages of Antiquity ; to whole 
Name and Merits, I prefume you can 
be no Stranger. Perit quod facis h- 
grato % was likewife the Saying of ano- 
ther Grecian Philofopher, as you 11 find 
in Erafmus's Adages. Save a Thief 
from the Gallows^ and he will cut your 
Throaty is a Proverb of our own 
Growth ; and we have a thoufand 
M a In- 
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Ijiftances in Aqdent and Modern Hi- 
dory to confirm the Truth of it. 
•- Indeed Ingratitude is fo wonjlrous 
and execrable a Vice, that, accord- 
ing to the Roman Orator s Qbfervati- 
on, (I need not tell You, that when 
I' fey the Roman Or at or % I always mean 
ZWi;) the Very Earth i% felf, the. 
hruta fel/uSy as Horace defer vedly 
calls it, is a (landing Teftimony a- 
gatnft-an ungrateful Man , and rifes 
up in Judgment againft him. For 
does not tiiis Earth, the vi/efi of the* 
four Elements, make grateful Returns 
to fche Husbandman for the little 
Coft^nd Pains he bellows upon her > 
does ftie not fometitties give him 
thirty, fometimes twenty, and at leaft 
ten Meafures of Corn for die one he 
itjmifled her with / Whereas an un- 
grateful Wretch is fo far from dou* 
bfeng or trebling a Kindnefs done 
him, that 'tis next door to a Miracle, 
if he can he brought to give back the 
PijBcipal. 

And now, Sir, Yxju'tt ask me, I 
fappofe, what I mean by declaiming 
thus agfdftft Jflgtetitude, any more 
tbao Simony or Saeriiege^ pr any o 
tier $ifl wjbawver ; and partifialarly , 

how 
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how this comes to aflfedyou : Why, 
Sir, don't be fo hafty , I Befeech 
You, and you'll fbori be fatisfied, 

Yott muft understand then, that 
one Mrs. Rebecca Blackman, Widow, 
who lives at the Sign of the Griffin 
in She-Lane (I fuppofe, Sir, fbmebo- 
dys Confidence begins to fly in his 
Face by this time) told me, that a 
certain Gentleman of Cambridge, who 
very much refembles you in Name, 
Face, and Perfon (and now, Sir, I 
'humbly conceive that fome body that 
(hall be namelels, blulhes) borrow'd 
of her upon the firft of April 1698, 
in the Tenth Year of his Majefty 
King Williams Reign, the Sum of 
five Pounds, (Well, Sir, let him blufh 
on, for Blufhing is a Sign of Grace) 
which he promised to repay her in 
Verbo Sacerdotis y within a Month af- * 
ter, (Good Lord ! to fee how Cano* 
meally fome People can break their 
Words.) Upon the Word of a Gen* 
tleman, As he was a Christian, and 
all that. Rut mind what follows, Sir. 
This worthy Gentleman I told you 
of, altho* he was bound tp the Per- 
formance of his Promife by all that 
was Good and Sacred; an4 if Good&nd 
M 1 &m*4 
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Sflcred wou'd not bind him, by a Note 
under his own Hand, wherein he pro* 
mifed to pay to Mrs. KehecqaBUek- 
man % Widow, or Order, the aforefaid 
Sum of Five Pounds upon demand.: 
Neverthelefs, gnd notwithftanding q.11 
this, has not had the Manners fo much 
as to fend her a Letter to excufe 
himfelf for this Delay* and takes no 
more Notice of her, than if he had 
never feen any foch Perfbn as Mrs. 
Rebecca Blackman in all his i,ife. 

She being therefore my ancient 
Acquaintance and Friend; and one 
for whom I prqfefs to have a very 
great Value, defir'd me to write ? 
Jew Lines to You, which accordingly 
I have done, and by her order I 
reqijeft you as being a Perfon of 
great Civility and Candour ■, to tell the 
aforefaid Gentleman, whom (as I an? 
inform\£) you may fee every Morn* 
ing ia the Year, if you have a Look- 
ing-glafc in your Room, which I 
will in Charity fuppofe ; that flie ex- 
perts tp have the five Pounds fupra* 
dith within a Fortnight at fortheft, 
and then aU will be well: Otherwife 
fhe mufi be fonq'd in her own De$ 
feijcg fp employ t^e Sepilajr Arm, 



\ 
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Anglice a Bailiff or Catchpole, and put 
the above-mention d Perlbn into Lows 
Pound. 

Now, Sir, having a great Regard 
to Mother Univerfity , of which 
I might have been an unworthy Mem- 
ber, had not my Unkle ; and like- 
wife being defirous to prevent farther 
Effufion ofChriftian Money; I make 
it my humble Requeft to You to 
fpeak to the aforefaid GeAleman, that 
he would fend me the Sum of five 
Pounds with all Expedition ; and 
in fo doing you will in a moft parti- 
cular manner oblige, 

SIR, 

Tour moft Humble tho 
Scivfoo. unknown Servant, 



M 4 AN. 
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ANSWER L 



TV Air. H.W. .Atornex <# L*v at 
'< his thamkrf in Clemen tVlmi. 

* • • ■ < ^ , 

Worthy Sir^ 

YEfterday Morning about Sight of 
the Clock prccifely , the Sun 
being newly enter f d into Sagittarius, 
and the Wind flanding at South- 
Eaft by Eaft ; which Corner, as the 
learnM Abbot Joachimus Triihmiw in 
his Elaborate Treatiie, intituled, Eurus 
EfieucleatuSy tell$ u$* is a certain Prog* 
noftick of Droughts and toot Wea- 
ther j I was fmoaking a Pipe of To- 
baccp,* and reading Erafmius Moria 
Encomium of the Bafil Edition, print- 
ed by Frobenius, who, you know* Sir, 
married Qhriftophtr flattens ; when 
to my great Surprize, the Ppft-Boy, 
Drought me a Letter from one H.W. 
who pretends tp date it from his 
Chambers in ClementhAtm ; tho', as 
ftfr as I can jfcdge of the Beqft by 
his Stile, and way of writomg* he 

' ought 
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ought to have a Room no where but in 
the Brkk'Houfe in Moor-fields. 

For Sir, the Author of it, and I 
defire you tell him fo much from 
me, Teems to rave, and in his raving 
Fit difgorges old Buckram Apoph* 
thegms, and Ends of Latin flolen out 
of Lycojlhenes ; and in fliort, at the 
Expence of other Folks, throws his 
thread-bare Quotations about him like 
a mad Man, as you will* foon perceive, 
if you'll give your felf the Trouble 
10 read what follows. 

i. This Retainer to the Law, Siiy 
begins his Letter mth Tngratutn fi dixe- 
ris omnia dixeris ; and has the Impu- 
dence to tell me, that it was a Saying 
of one of the greateft Sages of An- 
tiquity, as if a Man were a Jot the 
wifer for his calling him (o; and, like 
a prefuming Coxcomb as he is, pre- 
fumes I am no Stranger to his Name 
and Merits. Pray, Six. tell him from 
me, that he has falfifced his Quota- 
tation ; for which Crime by an Old 
Statute of King Ina , as you will 
find in Gotbofred and Panormitanu$ % 
be ought to do Penance in a cer- 
tain wooden Machine, called in Latin, 

1 - . '' Colli- 
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Colliflrigtum^ and in Englijh a Pillory ; 
and that in all the ancient Manu- 
fcriptsboth in the Vatican and Bodlei- 
an Libraries, not to mention thofe of 
the Duke of Curland and the Prince 
of Hejfe Darmjiad y 'tis written Attor- 
natumji dixeris omnia dixeris • which is 
as much as to fay, Sir, that if you call 
a Man an Attorney, you call him all 
the Rogues and Rafcals in the World. 

%. Before I proceed any farther, I 
muft beg the favour of you to inform 
him that we are much furpriz'd here to 
find an Attorney guilty of fo much 
Nonfenfe, as to fend down Latin to 
the Univerfity, where we ha^e more 
than we know well what to do with. 
'Tisasbad as fending Darby- Ale from* 
Fullers-Rents to the Town of Darby y 
or Sturgeon to Huntington. In fine, as 
he has managed Matters, 'tis down- 
right Murderium (he knows the mean- 
ing of that Word.) for which he muft 
never expedfc the Benefit of the 
Clergy. 

To pal? over his next idle Quotati- 
on, and an old batter d Englifh Pro- 
verb j the next Perfon he falls upoi^ 
l§ the Roman Orator j and with his 

ufiial 
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ufual Difcretion, he gives ciie to un- 
derstand that he means fully by him. 
*Tis well he tells us whom he means;* 
for of all Men in the World, I thought 
an Attorney had as little to do with an 
Orator, as a Bawd with an Eunuch. 
But why fliould a Fellow that never 
ipeant any thing in his Lite^ pretend to 
Meaning ; or .how came Tullj and 
fuch a Blockhead to be acquainted? 
Well, but Tully % he fays, obferves that 
the Earth it felf, which, I hope by the 
bye, will one of thefe Days flop his 
pettifogging Mouth, for calling it the 
vileft of the four Elements, is a (land- 
ing Teflimpny againft Ingratitude; 
and why forfooth, becaufe it returns 
the Husbandman ten for one. I can't 
imagine how it fhoud come into this 
Wretch s Head to rail at Ingratitude, 
who is the mpft ungrateful Devil that 
ever liv'd j and 'tis ten to one but I 
prove it before I have done with him. 
He is ungrateful in the firft place to his 
Schoolmaftcr, for making no better Ufe 
of the Latin he whipt into him ; He 
is ungrateful to the Common Law for 
polluting it with wicked Sentences pur* 
oin'd out of Pagan Authors : And laft- 
y, he is ungrateful to the Inn he lives 

in 
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in, for dreaming feven whole Year? 
there to no purpofe, and continuing as. 
great a Blockhead as when He firft came 
to Town. 

Towards theCondufion of his Let- 
ter, Tou muft tuiderftand, fays he, that 

one ; — xhis he faid to fhew his 

Civility and good Manners.^ Tou mufi 
uitjerftani. Why. fuppofe I wOn't **» 
derjland y how will he help himfelf ; 
or what Man alive can underftand a 
Fellow that murders his Thoughts be- 
tween two Languages. But I find f 
muft underftand him right or wrong. 

t tells me an 
dow in Shoe-. 
ive Pounds, 
; and is to 
es below he 
I fliall take 
lock this im- 
id, andlhall 
to acquaint 
when he has 
fign to give 
er Points. In 
Sir, Iam,.as 



.»:/ 



if ad mala, 
Q^Z, 
J-ETV 
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LETTER U. 

To Mr at bis Chambers m 

- College m Cambridge. 

T Don't know what Plenty of Latin 
1 You may have in the Univerftty, 
tho, by the bye, I can hardly believe 
Youarefooverftock'd with it as You 
pretend ; but I dare (wear that eW 
Maimers are very [cant Things among 
you, and Your Letter fufficientfr de- 
monflrates it. 

You are angry with me it teems, for 
quotmg a few Latin Sentences. I am 
afraid tis the Meaning of them, and not 
the Language that dUgufts Yokj for 
tome People can t endure to hear the 
Truth told them in any Tongue what- 
ever: But, under favour, Sir, What 
eighty Virtue jfoould there be in the 
Air of OxMudGamMge, that £*- 
ttn fhOud oaly^ourim there ? or why 
ihottdnotTa^ take up his Quarters 
in the Inns of Ckancery % i& well as one of 
your Colleges ? I am fure we can give 

him 
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hitxi better Meat and Drink, and per* 
haps have cleaner and larger Rooms to 
entertain him. 

If on obtufa adeo gefiamus peftora ?M~ 

ttec tam <rverfu$ ejuos TTAfA fol 
,jmgit aburbe. , 

The Meaning of which two Verfes 
are, (for why (hou'd not I interpret my 
Lath to You, as well as You nave ta- 
ken the Freedom to explain Yours to 
me) That London is not fo barbarous 
and unpoliuYd a Place, but that Apollo 
and the Nine Mufes may find as holpi- 
tabte a Reception there as with You in 
the Univerfity. 

But, Sir, I have no time to lofe, 
tho' You have. The Widow is prefling 
for her Money, the Term draws on a- 
pace, and I muft know your Anfwer 
one way or another. Therefore let 
me defire You in your next not to 
ramble from the. Point' in hand, but 
keep to the 7*a*. Once in your Life 
take Marttils Advice, f)k alia«td de 
tribus Capellh. There's Latin fat You 
again ; but the Advice is good and fea- 
fonable. Once more le*ve off flourifli- 
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ing and come immediately to Bufinefs, 
that I may know what mealures to 



take. 



I am 

Tours, as you ufe ine y 
H. W. 



ANSWER IL 

To Mr. H. W. Attorney at Lau>> 
at bis Chambers in ClementVlw*. 

S //?, 

YOU charge me with want of Man- 
ners in the Univerfity. Now, 
to convince You that your Accufati- 
on is groundlefs, frivolous, and vexa- 
tious, I will take no notice of the 
fcurrilous Reflexions in your Letter, 
but, as you defire me, fall immediate- 
ly to Bufinefs. 

To fumm up then in a few Lines 
what you have bdftow'd fo many up- 
on, You tell me that a certain Gen- 
tleman of my Acquaintance, meaning 

my 
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my Iclf ^ I , fuppofe , whom in 

your Excels of Charity, you believe 

to have a Looklng-glafs in his Cham* 

ber, and a great deat of the like Stuf£ 

borrow'd five Pounds laft April of one 

Refacca Blackman Widow, and £pinfter, 

living at the Sign of the Griffin and Red 

Lyon m Shoe-Lane, and has not paid her 

as he prorhis'd. Now, Sir, if I make it 

appear to You that there is no fuch 

thing as a Widow in rerum naturb, or a 

( Griffin, or, a BedJtiofitlthiX Shoe-Lane 

is an Equivocal Wcta}, artd that 'tis 

impoffible for a Man tiiat lives under 

the Evangelical Difpenfaiibiv to ©ire 

any fifch ^e^^^ Founds, 

I hope you'll be brought to knock 

under the Table, and own that; You 

have given me and your jfelf a great 

<fajl of unneceflary Trouble, 

Firft of all,! affirm, aflert, and jnwn- 
tain^that there is no fuch thing asa VVi- 
dowinthe Univerfej and tfiuslprove 
it. A Widaw is one that laments and 
grieves for the Lofsof .her Hp$handj 
buthow can Youor,aay,Manin Lo** 
ion e knaw that a Woman really la- 
ments *nd grievus i For Ihedding pf 
Tearsy and, weariq^of Crape, artfiio 

Ture 
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ture Signs of Grief; consequently then 
J|pw can you be fure that there is any 
fuch thing as a Widow ; and if fo* are 
You not amoft intolerable Coxcomb 
to palm a Widow upon a Stranger, 
that never did you any harm ? WelV 
but fuppofe it were pofliblc for a Man 
to kn6w that a Woman really grieves 
for the Lois, of her Husband , which 
Proportion, let me tell You, Here* 
fad, Burgerfdirius, and the whole 
Stream of the Dutch Commentators *nd 
Ptloponncfia* Divines, pofitively deny ; 
how ftiaU we be able to find out. this 
Monfter, and tell where ^ the Pkce of 
her abode is ? Why fay you ihe lives 
at the Sign of the Griffin and Red- 
Lion in ok've-law ? Blefs us ! what a fad 
thing it is to be troubled, with a diftenl* 
per'd Brain ! Imprimis, a Griffin is a new 
£ns Rationis, only devifed by the Imagi- 
nation, and is no where to be found, 
no, not in the Delarts of Ara&ia, or 
the vaft Forefts of Afric; altho' Afric, 
Sir, ever fince the time of Eratofibc- 
*es and Straho y has been (aid continu- 
ally to produce fomc new Monfter: 
And, as for a Rcd^lion^ I defie You 
and all, the Attorneys in the Kingdom 
to fhew me one. Theofhrafint, &lian % 
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Dyonifius y Harmogiftus de miraculis, ?t^ 
rogunius de Brotis, Pbilopamen junto* 
de robufta Natura, and a hundred more 
of worth and credit whom I have 
read, and you never heard named, ei» 
ther in Weftminfter-RaB^ or Weftminfter- 
Abbey. But fi nee thefe are Pagan Au- 
thors, it may be you will pretend they 
ought to have no weight with a Chri- 
ftian, and I know you will be damn d 
before you will, allow of any thing a- 
gainft your own Mammon j therefore I 
Sail prcede to give you more modern 
Accounts x>f what has been remark'd 
in the mod natural places for to expedt 
Monflers in, and yet the Devil of a 
Red Lion do they mention. Don Gonfa* 
les gives us a particular of all her Won- 
ders, Miracles, and flrange things in 
the habitable part of the Moon, Man* 
deviFSyTr avals , Pinto, andDe laVaVs y 
the moft fabulous of the Poets, the 
mod lying Pilgrims and extravagant 
Hiftorians, never dared to have the Im» 
pudence to impofe fo much upon Man- 
kind as to aflert the being of a Red Lion. 
Now if humai* Jleafbn, Experience in 
many places,and no proof any where can 
have place as it ought do with a Lawyer, 
I hope here are enough to convince yon 

of 
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of your Error ; but if nothing utider ocu- 
lar Demonstration will fetisfy you, and 
you are not at leifure to tiirn x>ver iq 
many Volumes, let me requeft you, 
worthy Sir, to take a Step to the 
Tower, and if you don't. find what I 
fay to be true, I promife you here un- 
der my Hand to give you a hundred 
pounds bona & legalis Monet a Angisat 
the next time I meet you. 

However for Peace-fake, let us once 
admit that Griffins and Red Lions 
are real Things, and no Fi&ions of the 
Brain,as Smeglefius hath evidently prov'd 
it, in what Street, or Square, or Lane, 
or Alley,is the above-mention'd Mrs.ite- 
becca Blackman to be found ? Oh, cry 
You, in Shoe- lane. Come, Sir, Sboe- 
lane is a Fallacy which Vqu muft not 
pretend to put upon a Man that has ta- ' 
ken his Two Degrees, and writes liim- 
felf A. M. Don t You know thaj Dolus 
*iatet in univerfalibusl VVhatcver Lane 
People walk in they muft certainly 
out Shoe-Leather ; and in what- 
ever Lane they wear out Shoe-Leather, v 
tl^J^uae Ifr Propriety of Speech^ 
deterves, arid may challenge the Name 
of Shoe-lane : Confequently then, eve- 
ry Lane, not only in London, but in 
N % all 
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all his Majefty's Dominions, where 
the Subje&s of England walk , ftn& 
wear out^hoe-Leather , may proper- 
ly be called Shoe-lane. Judge thea 
whether ever I (hall be able to find out 
the true Place where this Widow 
lives by the Equivocal Defcriptjoii 
You havegiven of it. As for my Ma- 
jor, I defie You or any of your Bre- 
thren in wicked Parchment, to find 
out the leaft Hole in it. My Minor 
is as plain as the Sun at Noon-day* 
and You may as weH run your Head 
againft a Brick- V Vail, as pretend to 
attack it ; and then the Confequence 
muft be good of courfe. I would take 
this Opportunity to (hew the Falfbood 
and Vanity of the remaining Part of 
your Letter j but the Bell rings for 
Supper: However, I fliall take care to 
do it next Poftj at which time You 
may certainly expe# to hear farther 
from 

\Tour wcji bumble Servant^ 



AN- 
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ANSWER ML 

To the fame. 

I Fully jtemdrrflrated to you in my 
: laft, that there was no fuch thing as - 
a Widow ; or fjippofing there was, 
that it was morally impoflible for a 
Man to know it. After this, I pro- 
ceeded to (hew that your Griffin 
was Romantic, your Red Lion Fabu- 
lous ; and that Skoe-lane by being eve- 
tyLane, was eonfequently no Lane at 
ill. Now, Sir, I come to confider 
the following Part of your Letter, 
where, with your ufual Ingenuity and 
goocJ Manners , You tell me I 
am indebted the Sum of five Pounds 
^o the Widow above-mentidn'd j and 
I doubt not to lay open the Vanity 
of this Allegation, as well as of- thole 
that preceded it. Sir, give me leave 
to tell Ypu, that 'tis impollible that 
— - — — - * — — fhou'd owe any 
"ftfch Sum as five Pounds, bit to be 

hnagth'd that a ■ -~ — 

"ftioud trefpafsigainft^a plam pofttive 

exprefs Text or Scripture > This is 

^ * N x what 
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tthat the worft of our Adverfaries, ei- 
ther Papifts or any other Se&aries, of ' 
what Title or Denomination foever, 
wou'd not have the Impudence to 
charge us with. Does not St. Paul po- 
fitively fay, Owe no man any thing but 
Love > How then can I owe this Chime- 
rical Widow of your pwo making that 
heathenifii Sum called Five Pounds? 
Indeed, if there is any fuch Perfon, I 
owe her a great deal of Lave ^ a$ the 
Text commands me ; but, as for five 
Pounds I owe it her not : And for this, 
as I have already obferv'd to You, I 
can produce a plain pofitiveText of • 
Scripture, which I hope you will not 
be fo wicked as to deny. 

Iq Jhort, Sir, I am afraid that the 
Law h^s difcompofed your Brain, 
and this I conclude from your incohe- 
rent Citations of Ltfiny your raving 
of Griffim and Red &ans y of Widuw$ % 
and Five Pounds. Therefore tho* \ am 
wholly a Stranger to you, yet as you 
are a Native of this Kingdom, I hear- 
tily wifli your Cure, and fhall do what- 
ever lies in my Power to cffe# it, for 
which reafon I defire/ ypu to take no- 
tice of the following Advice. It be- 
ing now Spring-time,; at which Seafoh 
according to the Observation of the 

Learn- 
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Learned Za&arella and Ciaccvnius y the 
Humours- begi/i to ferment and float 
in ^H human Bodies, I wou'd advife 
you to corredt the Saline Particles, 
with which I perceive your Blood is over- 
charged, with good wholefom Nettle 
Broth, and Water-gruel, every Morning 
alternately; but take Care to put no Cur- 
rants or Sipgar into your Water-gruel, 
becaufe as the judicious Femelius in his 
Diatriba dellfu affirms, Currants excite 
Choler, and Sugar has an ill ejffeA upon 
the Diaphragm^ GlanJula Pinealis. Then 
Sir, thrice a Week at lead, refrigerate 
yohr Inteftines with a good Salutary 
Clifter, and take fome eighteen Oun- 
ces of Blood away about two Hours 
before the Clyfter is adminiftred to 
you. Above all, let me conjure you 
to forbear ftufTd Beef, fait Fifti, Pep- 
per, -and hot. Spices, and what is full as 
pernicious as Pepper and hot Spices, 
the reading of any hat in Authors, for 
fear they lhou'd raife a new Rebellion in 
the Humours. Sage and Butter, with 
a Glafs or two of clarified Whey mode- 
rately taken in a Morning, may be of 
Angular Ufe. Go to Bed early, and 
rife betinjes. If you live up to thefe 
Dire<aions, I don't doubt but You'll be 
N 4 your 
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yoiir own Man again in a iittki trtM. 
Having no farther Intereft in all this-, 
than only efTe<fting your Cure, l.per* 
(wade rny (elf you'll be fo much your 
own Friend as to follow the Adviceor* • 

Tour humble Setvtint, 

1 ..'," Q: z - . 



LETTER III. 

To Mr. at his Chambers in - 

- College 7 Cambridge* 

SIR, : 

^Ince You wefe fo wonderfully kind 
^j in your laft fetter, as out of 
your great Liberality to 4 honour nVii 
with fome of your own Dire&ions, I 
am refolved not to be behind-hand 
with you in point of Courtefie j and 
therefore recommend the following 
Rules to your Confideration: 

In the firft place I crave Leave to in* 
form you, that Syllogifms ami Sopbiftry 
pay np Debts : That, as old Bwls are 

not 
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not to be caught with Chaf£ To a 
Lawyer is not to be impos'd upon by 
thm frothy Arguments ; v and that Ari~ 
fioile y let him make never Co great a 
Figure in the Schools, has no manner 
of Authority in We^minfter-Hall^ 
where, \ eati aflure You, they won't 
take his Tpfe dixit for a Groat . 

Secondly , I -would advife You not to 
have (o great an . Opinion of your 
own Parts, as to defpife the reft ot the 
World, and think to palm any of 
your little Banters upon them. 'Tis 
enough in all Confcience I think, that 
You take the, Liberty to dutafoundus 
with your Fathers artd % GamcihAn the 
Pulpit, which we of | the Laity, are for* 
ced * to takp «$on Content $ and 
therefore Yo* may fpare thern^ekey 
where, \ \ ^ 

-}■.*.' •'•.'■.' 

Thirdly am} L4&ly, when You run 
in any ones Debt , 'tis my Couafet 
and 1 give it Yoa for nothibg^ , That 
You wwd takec&re to fee the Part} 
fetisfied iagoodcttrrejit Mmeft for Fear 
the wicked Moa&ke ftiotiW cojmpel you 
to it^-whiph, between Friends, will not 
bp mucb for your Reputation. As 
■ ■ * l this 
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this is the laft Letter You are li^e to 

n me, I make it once more 

\ to You, to obferve th6 

: it : For I am not at lei- 

fle any longer with You \ 

a Stone Doublet is the 

Warsmuft enfue, which 

Chriftian ought to prevent* 

if it lies in his Power. I am, unlefs 

You give me farther Provocation^ 

Tour humble Servant; , 

HVV. 

i Your old Friend the Widow, is firry 
You have made fo familiar with lier as 
to call her Being in queftion ; as like- 
wife {hat of her Griffin and Red Lion. 
As for your Love, having no occafiorf 
for it at prefent, Ihe defires You to 
bellow it elfewherej but is refolved, 
notwithstanding all your learned Quirks 
and Quiddities to get her five Pounds 
again ; ,agd when Ihe has it in her Poc- 
ket, for your fake fliell ^ie veir truflf it 
with a Logician, thit would ergo her 
out of what is her own. 

" '"" <:;,,;/ l > " AN- 
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ANSWER. IV. 

To Mr. H. W. Attorney iwClc- 
menu fan. 



f alt J • 
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I am likcwife of opinion, worthy 
Sir, that what ypu fay of Afiftofies 
making none of the bed Figures in 
Weftminfter-HMB) may tc true j for 
how can that plodding Animal, cal- 
led a Philofopher, * expeft civil Quar- 
ter from the Sons of Noife and Cla- 
mour > But, by the bye, Sir, I muft 



y 



thou- 
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tfioufand Pounds, upon occafion : b 
it riot barbarous and inhumane, I lay, 
that this fame Arijlotle ftou'd not be 
trufted for a Groat in Wcfiminfltr- 
Hall ? This Language one would ' 
hardly have e*pe£ted either from 
Gotby Vandal, or Ham; but much ' 

kfs from, a Perfon of your Civi- 
lity and Learning. But . alas, Sir, 
Abas paremtm fxjer avis j we live in 
the Fagg-End of a moft degenerate 
ungrateful Age, that has no regard to 
Greek or Latin. Ob tempora&m*- 
m f was the Complaint of a great 
Vktuefo two thoufand Years ago , 
which we have but too ipuch reafoa 
to renew now. Oh Ar$&tle, Art* 
fiatlc, that I ihou'd ever live to fee 
thy venerable Name in fo much con- 
tempt, that* any one belonging to 
fT^ftw/^r-Hall ihou'd have the Im- 
pudence to fey he will not trull thee 
for a Groat ! Ultt4 Saaromatas fugtre 
fy&tcli&et. I dare fwear that even 
ia Moftovy anck/WW, none of. the * 
■soft hofpttaUe Countries .m the 
Wofld, thou may H at any time lake 
a good Dinner and a Gallon of Bran- 
dy upon thy Emtilechia ;jmd Mm 
Pcrfpfcui, ajad yet in Wtfimmfter* 

Hall 
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Hall, the mod enlightend Hall of 
the mod: enlightend City of Cbri* 
ftendom, thy Ipfe dixit \ in lo much 
Vogue formerly with the Thomifts, 
and ScotifiSj the Norninaliflf, and 
Re a lifts, (hou'dnot pafs for a Groat ? 
1 So much, Sir, by way of Anfwer to 

AriflotlemdFreJlmirfer-Hali, Ipfe 
dixit, znd a Groat. 

What you fay in a following Para- 
graph concerning the wicked Moa* 
lite and the Stpne Doublet, is very 
picq&ant and ingenious : For, Sir, 
reading Mr. Hobbss Chapter about 
Concatenation of Thought, I find 
there is a great Connection between 
the A ets ; and 

fome aries in- 

form is are in 

migh Jopie in 

thofe y Day ; 

and the Phyfical Reafon they affign; 
for it, is becaufe Stone Doublets are 
very refrigerating and Alexipharmic, 
* which undoubtedly is a great Re- 
frefhmentin fo hot a Climate as that 
where the wicked Moahte lived. But, 
Sir, in lieu of the Advice, which, out 
of your great Bounty and Liberal!- 1 
ty, you were pleafed to give me for 

nothing, 
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nothing, bepleafedto accept of the 
following Charader, which T gave 
my felf the trouble to tranfcribe out 
of an ancient M. S. in the Cotton- 
Library* fuppofed to be written by 
the famous Junius, who for his 
great Skill in the Oriental Languages, 
acquired the Sirname of Patrkius ; 
and this Chara&er, unlefs I am mil 1 
taken in my Mathematics, will give 
you a lively Idea of a certain Beaft 
you may perhaps be acquainted 
with. 

An Attorney is one that lives by 
the undoing of his Neighbours, as 
Chirurgeons do by broken Heads and 
Claps, and like Judges that always 
bring Rain with them to the Affizes, 
is fure to bring Mifchief with him 
whereever he comes. He's an Ani- 
mal bred by the Corruption of the 
^Law, nurs'd up in Difcord and Con- 
tention, and has a particular Canttd 
himfelf, by which he terrifies the poor 
Country People, who worftiiphim 
. as the Indians do the Devil, for fear 
he (hbuld mifchief them. He is a 
conftant Reforter to Fairs and Mar- 
kets, and has a Knack to improve the ~ 
-. - leaft 
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lead Quarrel into a Law-Suit. He 
hates the Clergy for preaching up 
Peace and Unity, which he pretends 
wou'd undo the World and mine Bvh 
finefs. He talks as familiarly of my 
Lord Chief Juftice as if he had known 
him from his Cradje, a nd threatens 
all that incurr his Difpleafure with 
leading them a Jaunt -to PVeftminfier- 
Hall- If his Advice be ask'd upon the 
moft infignificant Trifle, he nods his 
Head, twirls his Pen in his Ear, and 
cries Will bear a notable A&ion; and 
when he has, emptied the poor 
Wretch's Pocket, advifes him to make 
up the matter, drink a merry Cup 
with his Adverfary, and be Friends. 
He affe#s to be thought a Man of Bu- 
finefs, and quotes Statutes, as fiercely 
as if he had read over Keke and got 
him by heart. The Catch- pole us his 
conftant Companion, by the fame 
token they are as neceflary to one 
another* as a Midwife to a Bawd, or 
an Apothecary to a grave Phyficiaft. 
While he lives, he is a perpetual Perfe- 
cuter of all the Country about him ; 
but battens by being curied* arftheyfiy 
Camomile grows by being trod upon. 
AtJaft, the Devil ferves ail Execution 

upon 
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upon his Perfoii, hurries him to his 
own Quarters, in whofe Clutches I 
leave him. 

If this Chara&eir may be of any 
Service to you, I (hall heartily rejoyce, 
it being my higheft Ambition to ap- 
prove my felf . 

Tcur wrfi &c. 



To Mr. H. W. Attorney i at bit 
Chambers in Clement's Inn. 

ANSWER V. 

\I AY Sir, fince you are fo pe^ 
I > remptory and all that, I have 
lent you my laft conclufive Anfwer, 
and am refolv'd to be plagued with 
you no longer. Hoping therefore that 
your Worihip is in good Health, as 
your humble Servant is at this prefent 
Writing , This comes to let ydu kndw 
Giay dejin't ftart I befeeeh yorf) that I 
am fairly and honeftly dead, (Oh ! fie 
& Sir, 



Digitized by VjOOQlC ■ 



2 to Certamen Epiftolare. 

Sir , why (hould you be difcompofed 
at (6 fmall a matter as that is) in fhort s 
dead to all intents or purpofes as a 
Door- nail, or if that wont ferve your 
turn, as dead as Methufelah, or any of 
the Patriarchs before the Flood. And 
becaufe Sir I am in a very good Hu- 
mour at prefent, and fomeWhat difc 
pofed to be merry, (which you'l fay 
is fomewhat odd in a dead Man) and 
befides have a mighty Refped for a 
Perfon of your Worth and Gravity. 
I will let you know what Diftemper I 
died of, and give you the whole Hifto- 
ry of my Illnels from Dan to Beerjbela. 
Upon the 10th of July laft Old Stile, I 
was invited to aChriftning in a certain 
Village in IJncolnfkire, w here I had the 
Honour of being Vicar; and by a 
(Irange Fatality was over-perfuaded to 
eat fome Cuftard, which is the moft 
pernicious Aliment in the World, but 
efpecially in the Dog-days. Since I 
have been in the Elyjian Fields, meet* 
ing with Galen and Diofiorides the ou- 
tlier day, I told told them my cafe, and 
both of them told me that Cuflard had 
done my bufinefs. Galen whifper'd me 
in the Ear, and told me that whatever 
Sham Stories the Hjjtorians had palm'd 

upon 
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upon the World, Trajan got his Death 
by nothing but eating of Cuftard at An- 
tioch, and mention'd two or three other 
Eminent Perfons that had their Heels 
tript up by that pernicious Food. Diofco- 
rides added farther, that Cuftard was 
deftru&ive of the Intellect, and con- 
jured me that the next time I writ to 
any of my Acquaintance in London, I 
wou'd defire them to prefent his moft 
humble Service to my Lord Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, and advife them 
as from him to refrain from Cuftard, 
becaufe it obnubilated the Underftand- 
ing, and was detrimental to the Me- 
mory. So much by way of digreflion, 
but now Sir to proceed in the Hiftory 
of my Illnefs : This eating of Cuftard 
firft of all gave me a Cachexy, and 
'twas my great misfortune that there 
was no Brandy to be had in the Houfe, 
for in all probability a Cogue of true 
Orthodox Hants wou'd have correded 
the crudity of the Cuftard. This Ca- 
chexy in twelve Hours turned to a 
Dolor Alvi, that to a Peripneumonia in 
the Diaphragm, and that to an Epycma 
in the Glandula Pinealis. Upon this, 
a hundred other Diftempers came pour- 
ing upon me like Thunder and Lights 
Oz mng, 
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ning j for you know when a Man it 
once going , down with him is the 
Word ; that very fairly difpatched me 
in four Days, and fo f died, -without a 
Dottor to help to difpatch me, or an 
Attorney to make my Will. A little 
before I troop't of£ I defired my Pa- 
rilhonefs to bury me under the great 
Church-Spout, which accordingly they 
did, I thank them- for't, and upon 
every Shower of Rain I find a mighty 
refreshment by it, for you muft know 
that when I was living, I was very 
thirfly in my Nature, and abounded 
inaduft, chplerick Humour. 

I believe Sir you might have writ 
to a thoufand and a thoufand dead 
Men, who wou'd never have given 
themfelves the Trouble to anfwer 
your Letters, or have been fo commu- 
nicative of their Secrets, as you have 
found me ; but Sir I fcorn to a& un- 
der-boarct. And -if this don't fatisfy all 
your Doubts, I can only wilh that 1 had 
you here with me, to give ypu farther 
Convidion. v 

And now Sir let me defire you to 
put your Hand to your Heart, and 
ponfider calrply and fedately with jour 
fel£ whether it be not illegal as well as 
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lathatws to diflurb the Repofe of the 
Dead, and perfecute them in their ve- 
ry Graves. You that are fa full of 
your Cafes, and your Presidents , tell 
me what Cafe or Present you can 
allege to juftify fo unrighteous a Pro- 
cedure > Is it not a known Maxim in 
Law, That Death puts a flop to all Pro- , 
cejfes whatfoever, and that when a 
Man has once paid the great Dek of 
Nature, he has compounded for all the 
reft ? How then can you make me 
amends for the Injuries you have done 
me, and the great Charges you have 
put me to t For upon the Faith and Ho- 
nour of a dead Man, the very p^ffagje 
of your Letters to this Subterranean 
World has colt me above Five founds % 
the pretended Sum you charge me 
with. However., if Heaven will for- 
give you , for my part I .do ; and to 
lhew you that after fo many horrid 
Provocations I am ftill in Charity with 
you , I remain 

Tour defuntt Fftend and Servant, 



PoA 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



214 Cert amen fyiftdart. 



p. s. 



from the Elyfian-Fielck 
Feb. 5. 

All the News that I can fend you from 
this part of the World is, that we are 
troubled with none of your Profejfhn 
here, which is no fmall part of our 
Happinefs, lie afliire you ; and upon 
a firitt Enquiry, I find that not one 
Attorney for thefe 15-00 years has been 
fo impudent^ as to give St. Peter the 
Trouble of ufing his'TCeys. 



ORI- 
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Several Subjeftsi 

By Mr. THO. BROWN, 

Addrefled to feveral Gentle- 
men of his Acquaintance. 
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SELECT LETTERS 
but of 

Monfieurafe * Pdys. *&&# 

A famous 
Book, inti- 

A Billet from' a Lady- to the Author ^^f 
wherein Jbe defireshim to carry betto™° axs * Se 
fee the Lion and Tjgeh ' Amoaret* 

IF; what you hafitfihri to me i 
hundred times be true, that is td 
lay, if you ate (o much my i&w»f/f 
Servant as you pfefend , fo foon^s 
youv have dirfd, you'll come to our 
Houfe, and carry me ahd my Sifter 
to .fee the Lion ind the tyger, arid 
fome other otid Guriofities that arc 
lately come to Town. ■ How gfeatf 
your ftock of Courage & I can't tell,> 
but if you are riot a rank Coward in' 
deed, you'll be gjatf of the opportu- 
nity to be Maftetf cff the Ceremonifrtti 
us, and conduft us tried the prefendi 
of tha afore(aidout-l<rfidtih Gentkmen; 
£~ Tinrf 
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Thus I have given you a fair occafi- 
on of diverting me, without putting 
you to any great' Expence. Judge 
then whether I am not the kirideft 
Woman upofr &rjh, fince • I ami wil- 
ling to be obliged to you for iofmall 
a trifle. . »..-. 



>,t-"-UV 



: , . ... Ibe jinfmr, 

"in tS but realbnable, Madam, you 
1 would go and pay a vifit to 
twoluch: n^r ftelatitos as tfaofeyoq 
mention'd in yqur ; -&Hety «dd,<So4 
forbid that I fliould fonder ypu front 
dmargivg. yo\it Cqnfoieflcein fo w- 
"My* P9?Bt • V^s Madam,, fiwitt. 
certainly, wait on. you after Dinner 
and, not lofe the, Saiisfmm of ;at- 
^•wing VQ« toM J»f#viemi where 
nodoubt qn/t there/will >be a World' 
5* M» J|n4 «w^r things on both 
«**. ; If ,%W4/~is. the^Moriicr of 
J w #rli^ Kxtefident .that the 
7tor and your : .£*4% wiU.fae.Hand 
ood<Hpve, «n4fftrjlie*p the> ftrideft 
4/kww $hat ; ow«r jW as Jcnotou I 

fan- 
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fancy Will be a moft pleafant Sight 
to fee thofe two Savage Creatures 
humble themfelves before you, lick 
your Hands and Feet, give you a gen- 
tle fqueezeby the Arm, and tell you 
in their Language tfcat fince you are 
a hundred times more a Licttefs and 
7xg(?r than they, 'tis but reasonable 
they mould own you for their Law- 
ful and Rightful Auee* * So that Ma- 
dam, tho both thefe Ajiimals are Jet 
hop: abou* the Room, I fhtll have no- 
thing to fear from them while you are 
there : Or if they have never fo much 
a mind to make a Meal of my Carcafs* 
yet you may eafily conjure them by 
the. Fritndjbip that is between you, 
or to exprefs my iejf moreproperiy, 
you may command them by the -^ 
/£«7/y you have % over them, not to 
deprive you of \\&Glory of my Death i 
for in fhort, Madam, it will be a moft 
horrid «SW<? if their Teeth and iW 
pretend to invade the Office, of your 
£y«. Therefore, be auVd my Gw- 
ardife will not iiiade* me from fa* 
ing this Show, foge J mail i»ve yoipr 
Company t&tber. 



fl//- 
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Billet from the Tame. 

She de fires him towritcher a few Lines 
in anfwer to a Copy of Verfcifbe had 
received from a Lover. 

■T Here unfay all thfe angry things I 
to youlaft Evening. You are 
• fomething I mult own, nay, 
d then I cannot be without fo 
K a Gentleman as your felF. 
you for good and all, I fhall 
\ better part of my Dhkifim, 
cheerful as I am in my tem- 
kelieve Jincerely in my Confer- 
ence, that I ihould atleaft lament you 
three hours by the Clock. Idare lay 
any Wager with you, that you are 
not Conjurer enough to divine why I 
fweeten and collogue with you fo /«- 
rioufiy this Morning. Know therefore 
that I want your Affiftance to anfwer 
four of the fineft, prettieft Stanzas - 
I ever faw, fent me this Morning by 
a worthy Gentleman, who {wears and 
vows he loves me better than his Eyes. 
Let me die if anything can be ten- 
derer. 
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Jeter. Therefore invoke me the Hid of 
that EaMliar ,your Mufe,&nd employ all 
Wit to anfwer them, fo, that both 
the Gentleman and I may be fathfied. 
Otherwife I revtke all the obliging 
things I beftow'd upon you in the be- 
gtningof xkasEpylle. 



7he 4nfmer. 



Madam, 



YOU fancy, I perceive, that you 
have faid abundance of eompUi- . 
font tftvags to me in your Letter, but 
the Duce take me if I either do or will 
believe 1 Syllable of the Matter. Set 
your Hand now to your Heart and 
tell me in fober fadnefs whether you 
made me a mighty Compliment in 
treating me like your Confident, when 
you ought to have treated me like 
your Lover. A wonderful Favour in- 
deed, to defire me to write a Copy 
of Verfes, and all to pleafe a Tkival^ 
whom I wi(h at the Devil. Welly 
for this once, Madatu, I am refol- 
ded tq //^«?y your Orders s My 
P \ Mute 
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Mufe is too young at prefent to fet 
up for a GoerJet*eew> anti Without 
Vanity defbrves abetter Employment 
than what you wou'd recommend to 
Jier. f keep her in my Service ©nly 
to affift meintnyAmdMrs, andfliduld 
} ask her to do any thing elfe, I am 
Aire (he wou'd deny me. Therefore 
Madam, you muft e'en anfioer your 
Gallant ypurfelf, and the next time 
you want a Confident, pray, em- 
ploy any one elfe, but 

Tour, &c. 

> 

Billw from the Tame. . 

jSke rallies him for flaying the whining 
Lower, mdfen$s him his tkart <t? 

I Begin to be dog-weary df hear* 
ing yon complain of your ill D$i- 
ny fo often. If our Letters as well as 
yourConveffttion run eternally upon 
this naufeou? Swain, tho' I have told 
you a hundred times that this i$ noj; 
v "" ". the 
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the way to win me- However yoy. 
chufe rather xodifpktf* me- than, leave 
off this unfafiuonablcvway of Courtf 
(hip. If yon are refolved to play/the. 
M#-/*/> ftUl» let me intreat you to 
fliow it ^Ifewhere, and not before 
mei In ihort, if reftoring the inftgni? 
JicaHt TriBe, your Heart i to ypu will 
fecure roe from all farther Perfecuti^ 
of this Nature, take it again a Gods 
Name, for. I no longer pretend to ^ 
fince 'tis not fit for, my .Purpofe. 

YO U (howyoorgwd Natue©;^ 
a witnefc, to fend me my Heaj* 
back, after J^g^^S' 

it in 4he4>le0ed Condom yc* i*v* 
brought kto> No.Madam, e'enktf 
k tcTyour >feif, 'tb ?*"* own propej 

Titfetoit. Q**.wm1*<v**» 
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gfott , 'twas hot tyndfinty ddne ;of 
you, to fend it home in: fo wretched 
a pickle. Mangled is it is, and £«/•»* 
to Tinder, what Woman alive will 
mertain it in her Service? If you 
did not like it you ought in Conici- 
ence, Madam, to have fent it me 
back long ago. At the time, when 
it was v>hole\ and cheerful^ (and fudi 
a one it was, when \ firft made you a 
frefent ©Fit) 1 could have found Mi- 
ftrefles «»*£,&. that would have been 
glad to receive it : But fince you have 
todhjiyired it, that 1 myfelf hardly 
k novo it, you are bound in honour to 
Jpok after it, and fuffer ks Infirmities. 
fince you have been- We occafion of 
^?m. Let it complain and bemoan its 
l&P never fo much. , you ought so 
Bear with m& Lamentations. But if 
they ffondyaa, and. break your fo- 
Wft is it not ia your Rowe* to ; make 
them rr^ who? you pleafe, and have 
I not told ^youa.thouUod time* which 
Way ywfmyftfacetfem i Come Ma- 
dam,' pw wfXttijte'iri Pra£iee, and 
Tgive yoM/rer/MWtp^ejid^niy ^eart 
4xfck aga&vif after you &ave tried 
chat Experiment updn it, yojij jfaft 
And it as full of Jy and Gayety, as at 
pfeot %>f (?r*/and 4^#*«». Tq 
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To CaMa. 

To attaint her that he's troubled with 
an Ayte; 

T Am up to the Ears in Leve Ma- 
1 dam, as you know but too well. 
I have a confounded guarrel upon' 
my Hands, which Ifuppofeis ho News 
to you neither. Thirdly and 'Lalt^ 
ly, { have a damri'd Law-fuit to ma*^ 
nage , which you qtrmot be 1grto-~ 
rant of, fmcel have told you of it (b\ 
often. To compkdt my Misfortunes-' 
I wanted nothing but a Tertian Agfa} 
pr" fome fuch Blefling to vifit nie,- 
wnich, thanks, to my ill Deflfny, te 
dome at laftto increafe the nutftber 
of my other Perjecutdri. Cpnfitie- 
ring with what Formality and Cir- 
cumfpeftion it began to attack mt^ 
one may lay a hundred Pound ^to a 
fenny that it will keep me Companf 
till next Spring. My ^Wftaitrenv 
bl^with the Extremity of my laft 
fotdffo mdmy Mart i$almoft&«* 

r '""■ ", " -up 
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up with the Violence of my Paflion; 
and what more pKfiper .Secretary... can 
there be than a freezing Hand to z fla- 
ming Heart > As I am naturally of a gay, 
merry Temper^ and 'according to the 
common Opinion an Ague always* 
proceeds from Melancholy , I can't 
imagine how it came to tingle me out 
of the Herd : For hitherto, whether 
'tis owingto my J*ff itfibility or Courage, 
I have not been much oifturbed ei- 
ther about my Lmfuit or. my $>*ar- 
rtl. lis a plain Cafe then that my 
Lpvehts betray 'd me to this trouble- 
fm* Companion. For this reafon, to 
deal flamly with you, I begin to fuf- 
peft you, and fancy that there is a 
fecret IntelliyMCf between you , and 
my Ducafe, and, that the Flames you 
kindled in my fHnnrt prepared tlje 
way fqr thofc ihat now icorch up my 
B*4y. And waU the Queen of my 
Heat* then, towWetawsitiochear- 
fully {Submits, lofe the Conouelts fhe 
has made ? Infejcefi one wou'd think, 
wouVl dilate, better Advice to her^ 
aad osrfwadie her not to let a larls* 
r**s £nemy km up and Jefirey a place 
mat belongs to her Empire. Revenge 
ym-fetftben, Madqm, ana" when your 

ba*4 
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fcW is in, revenge me> and turn this 
impudent Aggreller out o£ your Z>0-„ 
minions. I need not inform you that 
this curfed Aggreflbr I complain of, 
is my Ague , that ill-look'd, ill-natur'd, 
ill-contriy'd Devil thix. loves to make 
every orte he pojfefies look as villai- 
noufly as himfelf, that profeft'd Foe 
to Cherry-cheeks, that demlifber of 
jolly Conftitutfons, tliat leveller of Fa- 
ces, and Jefirtyer of all Mirth. Judge 
then what will become of my poor 
Fortrejs in a few Days, if this malici- 
ous Engineer batters it with his great 
Artilkry from above, and at the fame 
time undermines it from below. 'Tis 
true, hclies/«/k every other day, but,* 
a Curie light on him, he does me 
more Mifchief in three hours, than I 
am able to repair in tkretjttre. In 
(hort, I expec? to have this wicked 
Siege rais'd by none but you, and 
this 'tis fo<?4/fe fo* you to perform, that* 
unlets my Relief comes immediately* 
I fhaU conclude you don't think the ■ 
Jm* worth fining. 
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To the lame. 

He tells her after what manner be mil 
- receive ber&hen Jhe ernes to vifit 
him. ' ;...., 

YOU fend me Word, that you 
intend me j^Vifit this Afternoon, 
but does your. Ladifhip well confider 
what may be; xheeffefit on't ? Do you 
think, 'tis poffible to fee fo doleful $n 
Objed as I dm without paying fome 
lijrfe: Tribute to Pity, or fuppofe your 
Heart is infenfible to all. my Sufferings, 
do you know after what manner I 
fliall /wow you, and. whether you'l 
be pleas' d with your Entertainment ? 
Well Madam, that you may not be. 
farprized, I will; acquaint you before » 
hand, what fort of a reception you 
are to expe 3 firpm me. . 

In the firfi place, Madam, when 
you come into the Room, 1 (han't ad- 
vance one Step to meet you, that's 
pofitive, but keep my Chair, like the 
Great Mogul, or the Great Turk y 

which 
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which you pleafc: and the fame Ce- 
remony I (hall obierve at your going 
away. Then when you have ieated 
yourfelf,' infteadof complintentingyov 
upon your Beauty and Wit> thofe 
two beloved Topics which you Women 
are fo pleas cl to hear your Adorers : ex- 
patiate upon, I (ball only entertain you 
with the cruel Ufage of my Diftfeni- 
per, and tho* you looked ten times 
prettier than I ever • knew you, yet I 
fhall fancy you as pale and yellow os 
my felf. Perhaps I (hall not /peak a 
Syllable to you in an Hour, or if I 
open my Mouth, 'twill be only to ask 
your Ladiftrip what's good for a Man 
in my Condition, to complain of my 
want <ti Appetite, to tell you how ma- 
ny 'Hat-fulls of Je/uites Powder I 
have taken to no purpole, or relate to 
you what odd Whiles come into my 
Head when Jam in the beigbth of my 
Pain. I (hall think I entertain you 
with very notahle Difcourle indeed, 
when I acquaint yoi* that my Difeafe 
hyiftrange unaccountable Magic car- 
ries me in the compafs of twelve hours 
from the extreamft parts of Lapland 
to Guinea ; that for the fix firft hours I 
am focW*/that a clofd Lovers Appe- 
tite 
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tfte cannot be more, and the fix nex* 
that follow I am To btt, that all the 
Water in the Volga wou'd not copl 
.me j tfoatl am the Emblem of M«nt- 
Gi&el, as % hey fay, that is <tR.Htll\ 
carrying two contrary Extreams about 
me ; that when I tremUe I make all 
the Glafs4Vindows for. two Miles about . 
me chtttfi and when I turn, one had 
better croft the Line than- couch die 
■haft part of mc. Thus you fee Ma- 
dam what a diverting Sqeae you are 
like to find in my Quarters. As for 
my tokty you never faw any thing 
\&fh<$h and terrihle. My very Sight 
is enough to make a Sexton tremble 
that basma^e it his comftant} Trade 
to rifle the Graves of the Jxa4$ -nay, 
fright an whitening Prieft intp an 
Ag8C*& S& Dtyet'm. My Phyfician, 
that m& «s mah oo Atheifi as Vanni- 
mus t'other day, believes the Exiftence 
«£ Sflirift. already, by the fame to- 
Irea, he oytro his Cenver/ien to me. 
Ym may count all the Teeth in my 
Head through my Gkeeks, and she (tti* 
nr&m-vf- th&Towa befpoke me this 
Mcandag to «1» thom the Honour to 
represent a Skeleton at their Theatre, 
aflid ipo% , 9fle af their fffitcrflUy ta 

read 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



out of Mdnjieur <te Pays. - ti$ 

read an Anatomical 'Lcdture upon pie. 
So you muft not Jbe fur prized \ Ma- 
dam, if Imakeyou a fewyewrayFa** 
ces- at your coming in } 'Tis no mere 
than what I do to*//the WorM, tfay 
even toriiy dearly beloved felf, when 
I; behold my Phyz in the Looking- 
.gtafs. All the gW*Y(M are lite to 
find by me is; that my Hands , df 
which You have fb often cbmplained^ 
are grown the civtiefc quieteft Bands 
in the Uriiverfe, «rtd will not give You 
the leafi occafion to tmolain of them* 
Before George, in the£rt/riwwi» I km at 
prefent, ' I ihoaW har^dfy draw thetti 
from under my Morning-gdWfltoplay 
with Helens delicious Bubbies, which 
undoubtedly were very c A n m e ndall e 
Bubbies, fince in Conjunction with 
her Faa; they made $& ^Greeks and 
Trojans deal their handy blows fo //'- 
her ally 'to one another. So now, Ma- 
dam, I leave You to ^ett whether 
You hatfe any riwng ivappr^endfrom 
me, and whether You will hot part 
peaceably from me, without calling^?? 
iaucy, rude Fellow, r as You tiled; to 
dtf. Thfe I muft tell "You too for 
Your Comfort, that I iftall behlghljr 
tfftnJedWhbMin, if You prelum* to < 

laugh 
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laugh , according.. to Your Jaudabfc 
Ctoftom; therefore refolve todi%uife 
the. gpyety of. Your Humour for & 
few Moments,, -or at Icaft pretend a 
Kttfe Cmpajfto*. for roe. Thus I have 
-not only inform 'd You what You 
muft .expeil from me, bat how You 
are to regulate Your Behaviour , (b 
that if You have any Defireaftcf 
all this ghoftly Counfel to vifit; Your 
1 <fying Wretch* You.are folly inftrucl:* 
ed how to manage Your felf. Afte* 
all, if You continue Your Refoluti- 
041, i would ad'Vife You to come 
' to Morrow, for 'tis, one of my Days 
of Reprieve. ■ ■ ■ • 



To Madarrf the Abbefs of—* 

fftzivtf her *n AcGovnt of bis Indifpin 
r fition, and how* uneafily be, ppfos bh 

* U% Cfock kas (truck twelve and 
__ /tisnfw: ytfk fix Hows, Seven 
-Minutes , , add \ Quarter : pree#ely^ 
/iiy$ I have been rolling and toiling 

* ^ • - in 
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iil my Bed, like a poor Veffelm the 
B&y of Bifcay. All the. Family is faft 
aflecp) and £bat young Raskal my 
Footmanyiww as heartily as a Drunk* 
ardzhtt a, debauch. But all this 
while, that EpitotHe pf Human Mifiry; 
your humble Servant is awake, and 
has nothing elfe to accompany ,hirii 
but his fains and his Defpain 9 T\s 
to no Purpofe that I make Vows to 
Morpheus, promife him Sacrifice, and 
invoke his Relief: The ill-natured God 
is either too faft afleep to hear my In* 
vocatiods,> or too tardy to anfwer 
them. Not knowing how to entertain 
my felf better, I built a tKoufand Ok . 
(lies in f Spain; but thert again tvhen It^ftcSaicK 
foberly considered that this was buUd^™^- 
ing Caftles in a Prince's Country that u* $*„ $f 
perhaps won't thank me for my Pains, tow^ 
I immediately got up , quitted my uf^* 
Qhimaras and Caftles to write you 
this Letter, and allure you that I va- 
lue you more than all the Princes and 
Emperors in the World. . But under 
the Rofe, Madam, what Emperor de^ 
ferves to be mentioned the fame 
Month with you? Augufttu, who was 
the honeftsft of the whole Pack, had 
Only one Daughter, yet was 1 not able 
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to keep her in good order, for feveral 
g/\*w Hiftorians affirm that (he wouM 
wrry a Stone inher_Ear, whether her 
Father wou'd or no: But, Madam, 
you have at leaft forty Daughters to 
look after, yet you keep them all in 
due Decorum , and as for your own 
v Conduit, Envy it te\f cannot find the 

leaft Flaw in it. Now tell me fairly 
and fquarely whether ever you coud 
• have forefeen that you ftiotfd be com- - 
par'd and prefer'd to Augufius, and of 
aH the Pantgyrifts you have known in 
your time , whether any of them 
• ever made you fo topping a Complin 
went; but, Madam, thefc e xtravagant 
Thoughts and high Flights are excufa- 
lie enough in a fick man, whofe Brains 
are addled by the vilefi of Diflempers. 
Th\seurfed Ague has thrown me in- 
to a thoufand other Follies, that wou d 
make you burft your fides with laugh- 
ing, fhould I undertake to fend you 
the compleat Hiftory of them. What 
will you lay then when I ajffure you 
that I am grown a wonderful Admirer 
of that venerable piece of Antiquity, 
your Aunt ? Cou'd you ever have ima- 
gined that a fick Man.wou'd have long- 
ed for fo dainty a Model, and wont 

you 
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you now agree with me that an Ague 
gives a Man a very firange Appetite ? 
However what I tell you is as true as 
that J am now writing to you. f have 
iiad the honour to receive only two 
Vifits from her, but in that Ihort time 
have difcovered a thoufand Charms in 
her, found her more witty than yout 
felf, and more beautiful than Califia. 
In fhort, I have felt a certain Emotion 
Which I fhduld chriften by the name 
of Love j were I in health. You wou'd 
hardly believe how many fine, tender 
things I promife my felf to lay to her, 
and how arduous I deftgn to be about 
her ancient Perfon, fo foon as I am re- 
covered. And yet perhaps Tbirjls when 
he is wgd % will not follow the Incli- 
riations of Thirfis the fick, but for- 
give Califta all the cruel Railleries 
ihe has made both upod his Crutches, 
and other Misfortunes. Since I have 
mentioned her name, 1 may venture to * 
tell you, that you are found in Honour 
to poflefe that inhumane Creature with 
a little of your own good Nature* 
The Companion you have been pleasM 
. to expreft for me, gives me infinite 
Sittsfacftion : But alafe! What & re- 
frejhtng Cordial woud it be to me, if 

Q^i roy 
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my and your Califla (for fo I mull 
call her fmce you bejkvod her upon 
me) wou'd (how me a little of that 
obliging Pity which you youchfafe me 
daily? At the very Moment when I 
am writing this, I dare engage (he fleeps 
as profoundly as if Ihe had nothing to 
anfiveri 'or , and that if Ihe dreams^ her 
Imagination is making merry at my 
' Expence , either playing with my 
Crutches, or drolling upon my Palenefs. 
What is more y I dare engage that (hell 
be' ready to die with laughing, when 
flie knows I writ this Letter at Mid- 
night, and that too, when I had fo 
little Temptation to write.. But 
let her make her felt as merry with 
it. as ftie pleafes, I am content, if you 
will but take this Occafton to let 
her know how uneaftly I pais my 
Nights. Above all, lay your Commands 
upon her not to [peak a word of it, 
fince it highly concerns you in point 
of Reputation to have it kept private. 
'Tis a Cenforious World, you know, 
and who can tell what ft range Stories 
malicious People may raije q( us, 
when they come to underftand thara 
Man of my amorous Complexion got 
up at Midnight, with no other Defign, 

but 
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but to give himfelf the Pleafure of en- 
tertaining yon i Adieu. 



To Monfteur de <P~ 



f hat Women have fold their Favours in 
all Ages of the World, confirm d by 
the famous Story oj Lais %t and De- 
mofthenes. 

TAke my Word for't,Sir, you were 
exceedingly in the right on't 
to refufe buying of Pleafure at fo dear 
a r#e. When a Man is fo honeft as 
co beftow his Heart upon Thillis, flle 
ought to be fent to* the Devil for a 
mercenary Strumpet, if not content 
with that pn fen{ , ftie demands the fing- 
ering of his fnrfe : For as Loves Gi- 
fuifis have long ago regulated the mat- 
ter, in cafe of Services rendred, the 
Workman ought to be paid, and not 
the Majler that employs him. I al- 
wiys told you, if you remember, that 
this wheedling young Gipfie loved you 
for the injide of your Pockets, and not 
for your outward Merits : And fince 
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have, found it by experience to bte 
true, I hope you'll take my Word for 
the future. However, don't be dejett- 
ed at the matter, for you are not the 
jfirft Man Ipy a Million that has fuffer- 
ed this Misfortune. The Generality 
of the Sex in all Ages of the World 
have fet a greater Value on wicked 
Mammon chan integrity : Half aCrowh, 
a Silver-Thimble, a Brafe* Ring double 
gilt, a pair of Jerfey-$tQc\L\ng% and 
the like, will pur chafe you a 'Cham?' 
ber-maid,' or one of her Rank at a- 
ny time : Bribe but higher, and you 
may get an arm-full of Quality , of ; 
what Completion or Age you pleafe : . 
For after long Obfervationj I find it to 
hold truer, no Money, m Miflrefs, than 
no Money, no Swifs, ' 'Tis & frioft wicked 
Guflom I cbnfefs, and ought to be 
baniihM out of all civilized Nations, 
but the Difeafe, I amafraid, has taken 
too; deep rooting to be removed. To 
convince you that this is /r**, as like- 
wife to give you Confofatitn all under 
one, I refolved to fend you *the fol- 
lowing Stofj % which feems fobccal- 
■ culatfd for the Meridian of yoor 
Cafe. • 

You 
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You remember, my dear Eriend, or 
at lead you ought to remember that 
$ilver-tongued Orator of Greece, who 
cou'd pprformMiracles by his Eloquence, 
I mean the celebrated Demojihenes, who 
led the Nobility and People of Athens 
juft as he pleafed, and who was a great- 
er Thorn in the King of Macedons 
Foot, by the fingle Power of his Rhe- 
toric^ than all the Captains of his Re- 
public by their Bravery. At the fame 
time, that this notable HpranguePfiou- 
rifhed at Athens , a certain Lady of 
Pleafure, whofe Name was Lais, flour 
riftTd at Corinth, who was as famous 
for the Lilies and Rofes in her Cheeks, 
as our Athenian for the Tropes and Me- 
taphors in his. Speeches. No mortal 
Heart whatever cou'd withftand the iiv 
refiftible Charms oiLais, and no mortal 
Ears cou'd defend themfelvrs againft 
the bewitching Tongue of Demojihenes. 
In&ort, the> agreed in this particular, 
that both of them promoted the pub- 
lic good with the Sweat of their Brows, 
though after a different manner. Hi- 
ilory no where informs us what Fees 
Demojihenes ufed to demand^ bitt 'tit 
agreed on all Hands that £.<?/* wou'd 
be paid exprbitaatly for her Atten- 
Q^ 4 dance 
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dance : She was not one of thofq 
generous Damfels, "that think they are 
Tufficient Gainers by exchanging Lo^ 
for Love j neither tho'ihe fought for 
j5ay did (he /iy?her fdf to the next Co- 
mer for & final! matter : No, all her fa- 
vours were taxed ', and at fb Aig6 
a rate too that Ihe ocfcafioned the 
famous Proverb you have heard fo of- 
ten mentioned, that every one ion J 
toot afford to go to Cdtinfk Demofi^enes^ 
Tvho had been informed by common 
Report, of the Beauty and attra&ivfe 
Graces cf this charming Corinthian^ 
flatter^ hiirifelf that this Proverb did 
not affedfc him, and that -twas impof- 
fible for Lais to withftand the all- 
conqueririg Harmony of his Periods, 
Thus being fatisfied that he* Ihould 
gain his point, he took Pen ift. Hand, 
and fem a Cartload of Love-Letters 
to Lais : She, like a well-bred Lady^ 
Civilly anfwered him, in order to lure 
him on, being one that loved to bring 
fhefe Matters, from Contemplation to 
Practice. Upon this our Oratorgets rea- 
dy his Equipage, leaves Athens^ And ftt£ 
ontibr Corinth. V cannot' pofitively 
4$rmat this diftance of time, whether a 
4ead -on living Vehicle carried him 
Ai.K \> t < : .j v "•;/ .. :.:,-, i- thi- 
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jhither, that is to fay , whether hq 
Went on Horfeback or in a Coacb> the 
old Pbilologers beirig wholly filent as 
to this point; but confidering how 
deeply (mitten he was, 'tis probable that 
he rode Pop, if they had any fuch Con- . 
nience in his Age. He was no (bone? 
iarrived there, but plucking off hi§ 
Boots immediately (for I (till keep to 
my Hypothefis, that he took Poft) 
he repaired to the next Barber s Shop, 
where being mod nifely powder d and 
perfum'd by Tonfor, ht put on fiis beft . * 
Linnen, brulh'd his Hat, and how i- 
magining himfelf as great a Beau as v 
Adonis, prepared to beat up the Quar- 
ters of his new Miftrefs, whom he 
fancied more beautiful than Venus. 
Coming into her Apartment, he found 
her infinitely more charming than he 
had imagined • he feated himfelf over 
againft her, he ogled hkr, he exhauft- 
ied all his common Places, he Iquander'd 
away the whole ftock of his Eloquence, 
he faid a hundred Pretty things to her, 
he made her a Goddefs, and whatnot. 
All this while Lais patiently heard our 
Athenian Tdngue-parf, Itill expe&ing 
when he wou 'd open to the purpoje, 
I mean when he wou'd prefent 
*,::■.... her 
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her with a Purfe of Gold. "After the 
ufiial Forms were over, he had Ajfn* 
ranee enough to ask her the important 
Queftion, and fhe had the Conference 
to ask ten thoufend Drachma^ that 

make up in our Money let 

me fee as I hope to be faved I 

can't tell you exaflly f but I dare ven- 
ture to affirm it was a very confidera- 
lie Sum. This confounded Propofitt- 
on put poor Demoftbenes fo to the 
pumps, that for a Quarter of an Hour 
he ftood like one thunder flruck > without 
Senfe or Motion : At lait recovering 
his Speech^ Madam % cry'd he, your 
bumhle Servant : I am not in the Hu- 
mour .at prefent to buy Repentance at fo 
dear a rate^ and fo Good Night. The 
Grammarians and Antiquaries have en- 
terd into a furious Difpute about the 
meaning of this Word Repentance^ and 
the moft learned are agreed that De* 

. mofihenes underftood that which we caU 
the Neapolitan Difeafe, and in his time 
Went under the Name of the Corinthi- 
an Itch. Be it as k will, our love-fick 

. Orator got home, afharaed and con- 
Jfoundedatthe illfuccefs of this Jour- 
ney : And from that time forward he 
tfeilow'd vpry (trenuoufly againft the 

' ' Ex* 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



out of Monfieur de Pays. 241 

Extortion of the Womett, but did not 
make one Tingle Convert m the whole 
Sex. And now Sir, I hope I havefome- 
what qualified your uneafinefs, by 
laying before you this Adventure of 
Demophenes. This fcandahus Traffic 
of filing Favours is no modern Inven- 
tion of the Ladies, but as old as the 
Creation. As for thofe noijy Coxcombs^ 
that pretend to carry the whole Fe~ 
male World before them bv their Rhe- 
toric, and have the Impudence to lay 
Wagers that they'll bring the great- - 
eft Coqmtte to their Terms in thru 
Days, only laugh at them for ffys, 
for they are not worth your anfwer- 
ing. .Let them pretend what they 
pteaje, HI engage that ten pfiols will 
go further than ten thouiand of the 
fineft Stanzas and tetters in the World, 
for Merit is a fort of an antiquated 
Qifli, which not one Woman in a MuV 
Iron will lake for ready Money. I am, 
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To Madam de,H- 

Oeca/umd hy fending dm* a Bed to her 

in the Country. 

I A M not Prophet enough,. Madam, 
toforetel whether I have executed 
my Commillion to your Satisfaction, 
tho' no care has been wanting on my 
fide I can aflure you J For I employ d 
. an experiencM Woman of ray Acquain- 
tance to dire<5t i me in this Affair, 
knowing that we Batcbelors ace not 
fo proper Judges of all the good £&a~ 
liti&s required in a Bed, asthofe that 
have learnt' them by long Praftice. AH 
our Neighbours that have fcen it, like it 
exceedingly. One (aid it was the pret- 
tied Altar in the /World for jx young 
Maiden-head to be facrificed upon : 
Another, that it was one of Loves 
little Cabarets where a brace of bun* 
gry Lovers might refrefh themfelves 
with a Bit from the Spit , when they 
could not tarry till the whole Joynt 
wis matrimonially ferved up to them. 

Altho* 
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Altho' I very well know that k is 
not deftgned for any fuch wicked. Pur- 
poles, yet I cannot forbear to envy 
the Pleafures it will be confcious to, 
and refledi what a delicious Scene of 
Happinefs you and I might ad: upon it, 
if youwoud but give your Confent. 
But thefe are Thoughts you are never 
troubled with, all your concern at pre- 
sent being to know how much it toft. 
If I took as much Pleafure to make o- 
thers uneajy as you do, I fliould leave 
you in this Sufpence a Month or two 
longer, and not clear it to you till 
I came down into the Country : 
But as lam not revengeful in my Tern- 
per,be pleafed to know,that for all it ap- 
pears fo magnificent zn6ftately, I bought 
it with the Money you gave me, and as 
for the Over-plus I fairly laid it out upon 
a very fine Counterpane, for which I 
pretend that you are very much *- 
bliged to me. Confider then, Ma- 
dam, that if I have been fo trufiy a Ma- 
nager of your Purfe, how much a 
better Manager I lhould be, of a more 
precious. Cabinet, if you thought fit 
to truft me with it./ Befides 1 muft 
take the freedom to tell you that I 
am in ibme fort a Benefactor to your 

%^ re- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



H4 SELECT LETTER 
repofe, and I may without Vani- 
ty affirm, that by my means a cer- 
tain Perfon fleeps at her eafe, that <&- 
fiurbs the Quiet of <b many People.. 
But I am afraid that this Vanity and a 
finall Compliment from you will be 
all the Reward I (hall receive for the 
Pains I have taken. Not but that if 
you were inclined to do me 3M**j 
this Bed might eafily enable you to 
fay the Debt you owe both to my Love 
and the Trouble Ihave under-gone id 
this Affair. Cou'd I have found ever 
a Conjurer in this part of the World, 
before I had fent down the Bed to yoa, 
I wou'd have brib'd him to inchant it in 
fo ftrange a manner, that I might have 
revelfd in your Arms, yet your Huf- 
band have fyonm nothing of the bu- 
finefc, and you not flept a wink in it, 
till I came to prefcribe Love's Opiate to 
you. . How glad wou'd I have been 
to have purchafed So valuable a Charm 
as this at any rate r and how wou'd I 
have hugg'd the honefi Magician that 
cou'd have help'd me to it ! But no 
fuch a Conjurer was 1 able to find 
after all my Enquiry, fo that I was for- 
ced to fend you the Bed in its true 
primitive State, without any other 
- Charms 
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Charms than what all other Beds in 
the World may as well pretend to/ 1 
mean the Faculty of making People 
deep comfortably* when Nature caSs 
upon them. Take your Belly -full of 
it there. Madam, you have my 
free leave for it, but when that Do- 
meftic Animal, that lies by you/ fide, 
wakes you to perform Love s Matt ins , 
in that Critical Moment, think ('tis 
the fmaSeft Favour you can grant 
me,) oh ! think upon 

The hanguifhing 

THIRSIS/ 



To Four Ladies, with whom the Au- 
thor was in Loire at the fame 
. time. 

I Think I have given you a plain 
Proof that I am as much in love 
with* you as 'tis poffible for a Man 
to be, fmce I can afford to write to 
you at a time when I fuffer as much 
as ever poor Fellow fuffer'd. ' Upon 

men- 
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mentioning my Pain I fancy you'll dt 
fitfl iufped it to be another fort of a 
Diftemper than really it is: In the 
next place I am afraid you'll think 
my Letter contagious and for that rea- 
fon refufe to read it ; but Ladies, as 
I hope to be happy in the Embraces 
of you all four, there's no danger in't. 
My Diftemper, in fhort, is nothing but 
the Tootfcacb, and as for that night 
tndifpofrtiori which you charged me to 
have gotten in Spain % and I fb often 
denica> fuppofe it were trtie, it Wou'd 
have been fo effe&ually cur'd by this 
tim$, that it nought not to hinder 
* you from keeping a Correfpondence 
with me upon that fcore. No, La- 
dies, you need not fear ariy tnfeftion 
by reading my Letter. If twere pot 
fible for you to catch my Uifeafe that 
way, fince Love and the Tooth- ach ge* 
ncrally go together, you might per- 
haps catch part of my Lave ^ mind 
ifte, Ladies, I fay part oft my Lovey 
for Ihould yoij catch it aH, 'twou'd 
fcorch you to death; fbr I fwear to 
you, I have the moft ardent AffeSi- 
on for you all foqr, which I ever felt* 
And now methinks I hear you. cry out 
that a divided Heart is not worth a 
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Farthing, and that a Man that loves 
M«rr Women than 0*0 loves *«* at all. 
This perhaps may be juftly enough 
laid of your pwty Gallants that have 
not Heart-roto* enough to lodge more 
than one fbiSis at a tfme$ but, La- 
dies, my Heart is of a prodigious ca- 
parity, and will contain you ill fou* 
with thckgreatcft eafe in the worlds 
and that (o conmsdietfly, that you need 
not juftle or elbow one another. In 
fliort, without being guilty of lnfide* 
tity to any one of you, I will lovd 
yqu all four both in general and irt 
particular, Did you btifc kntfw what 
ftrange Eitotiom and wambling of 
Bowls I feel within tile, as often as 
I think on the Tears, fei&n'd or real, 
which you were pleas'd to (bed at my 
Departure, you'd be (ktisfi'd that I in- 
terpret them to my advantage. As often* 
as I fefleft upon that Melancholy Fare- 
well, fo fall of Tendenefs and Con- 
cern, \2mCoxcorsi> enough to flattef 
my fetf, that I am feriouuy and hear- 
tily helmed by you all four} And! 
while I am pouetfd with this Con- 1 
templation, 1 am ready to run mad 
that I was fo unhappy a Dog as not 
to kn<»w ttns gW Fortune of minebeu 
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fore I parted from yoy* that I might 
hive made my Advant4& of it while 
iwas at— r- But fincc I have received 
do, Pletfitrc by it jas yet, J am refolved 
to make my (elf (ome amends by locft- 
1 tug of it, for you may fvvear I'll not 
be//**/ of the Honour I had of feeing 
,* four pair of the fined Eyes in Chrijten- 

aom weep when I took my leave of them. 
In fhort, I relate this Hiftory to all I 
meet, Men* Women, and Children, 
that will give me the 1 hearing ; in 
which number you may fafely include 
a world of pretty Ladies, who already 
begin to lend rj\e their Ear. If here- 
after they (hall think fit to lend me 
any ihipgdfe, I will make all you four 
my Confidents, and fend you a pun&ual 
Account of it. At the feme time,. 
Ladies, I muft entreat you to fend me 
the News of your Parts, as likewifeto 
love me a little, or at leaft to make 
me falteve you do. For a proof of 
this I exped: you ftiould all four kifs 
the bottom of this Letter where my 
Name is written. Tho' I am fo many 
Milesdiftfnt from you,yet I fee, as plain 
asmyh%nd^ Mrs. Mary and Mrs. Bet* 
ty going to do it; but as for Mrs.Ijetitia 
and Mw. H$ngwr s they fcruple at the 

bu- 
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- bufineis, and, make ivry Faces $ how- 
ever, I know they'll come to t at laft 

to oblige a Friend (b, fo> now 

aUdi you have done it j but, Ladies, 
a word before parting. For Godfake 
not a Syllable of this to your Huf- 
bands or any one elfe ; for we itiuft 
exped a terrible Noife indeed, ftiou'd 

it be known that you kifsJ, 

i 

Ladies, 

Tour moft Bumlle and 
Obedient Servant 
LePays. 



To the Vmr- 



A Letter of Gallantry. 

ALTHO' my Lowe parted from 
you laft night in a great Paffion i 
yet as for nyfelf,. Madam, I fwear to 
ou, I went away very well fatisfieJ. 
is a peevilh, froward Child, that's 
R % certain, 



S 
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certain, and has fir any: Humours with 
him. when you have granted him, 
one Favour, the young Son of a Whore 
demnds another, and another after 
that, £fid foon to the *Wof the Chap- 
ter, tftat is to fay, till you have grant* 
ed him the kft Favour of all. But 
t preach'd all night long to the 
fquawling flippy, that he had reafbn 
enough to be latisfied, reprefenting to 
him, how that languilhing Svftwefs he 
few in your Eyes, thofe tender Words 
interrupted by fo many Sighs, that fee-* 
ble refinance attended with fo much 
Tranfport atid Emotion, were fufhcient 
Proofs you were not angry with him, but 
wbtoM content his longing one of thefe 
days. Then to refrelh the young Ratal's 
Memory, I Teminded him what an a- 
greeable Drfirder you were in all the 
while, by the lame token you hardly 
knew what you did, or what was done 
to you. Laftly* 1 gave him Reafons 
to hope "that at our fittt favourable 

have no occafion 

at, to appeafe die 
! fcWfotyou, and 

a Kaj), and ftill 
\ /(friy/ Therefore, 

ronjtrre you to be 
. - <0- 
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w J/*g to me that r may keep my 
fromtfe to him, for this little God % \xt 
cafe he's difappointed. will lay about* 
him like a Devil, and prove a greater 
Tfyon in your fide than 

Tour mcJt importunate Lover. 



I I " J I ' M " ' 



To Madam <k $~*~ 

fbe Author excufes himfelf for not wri- 
ting a Lowe Utter for her 9 a$Jbe de-> 
fire J him. 

THE lad time I had the honour 
of your Company, you were 
pleas'd to enjoin me two different 
things. The former I now acquit my 
felf of, hi fending you the Glove f you 
defired me to buy for you j but as for 
the Love-ietttr you commanded me to 
write, let me dye, Madam, if 'tis ki 
'my power to obey you. Not but that 
I have ufed all imaginable Endeavours 
to bring it about. Upon my Word 
now I have harrafs'd and teiz'd my 
poor Head beyond Exprdlion, and all 
Ki to 
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to di&ate me a few fait Compliments 
m order to give you this fm?ll Sat /j- 
faftion ; but this Head of mine is the 
moft perverfe, fantaftical fiead in Na- 
ture, and when I have itooft need of 
his Affiftance, is then {ure to play me 
the fcurvieft Tricks, t In fhdrt, tis a 
giddy , hair-braitfd Rambler, and fo 
great an Enemy to all Confiraint what- 
ever, that when my Heart honeftly 
advis'dhim t'other Morning to obey 
your Orders : Imufi, replies he, be as 
implicite a Slave as thou art, to do eve^ 
ry thing that is order* d me; but thankf 
to Heaven and my own good Condufl y I 
am free, and will obey no body but my 
felf. Hark you me Friend, cries my 
Heart to him, you are a Blockhead for 
calling toe Slave. I will maintain it be- 
fore all the World that 'tis an honour 
to *&y:Califta, and little lofs than Re- 
be Sipn to difpute the meaneft of her Or* 
ders. What ! an Honour to be a Slave, 
feys mf Head in a Fury, you may preach 
up the Merit of pajfive Obedience as long 
asjou pletife, but 'tis a Doftrine I JbuB 
never fwatlow ; for know I am a Repub- 
lican in wty Nature^ and declare againft 
aUTyran^y whatever.- And how darefi 
tfau c'all Califtfi 4 Tyrant , fays my 

tfeart f 
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Heart, fit whofe Goodnefs is equal to 
her Beauty \ an J who ifjhe delighted in 
makingConquefls might drag all Mankind 
after her triumphant Chariot. If /he 
tramples upon the Liberties of a free- 
horn People, replies , my Head, if fhe 
fees her Subjeth fuffer without endea- 
vouring to favethcM $ if fhe keeps up a 
ftanding Army of Ik tie Cupids in her 
Eyer 9 contrary to Nature s Magna Chai> 
ta, all which is undeniably true, why 
then I poffitively affirm that (he's a Ty* 
rant, and ought not to be obey'd in her 
arbitrary Injunctions. 

You'll be furprized, Madam, with* 
out Queftion, to hear that I am pla- 
gued \^ith fuch an intefline War with- 
in me, and perhaps having never heard 
till now that the Headand Heart can 
be of two different Fa&ions, you 
v may queftion the Sincerity of this Re* 
lation. But, Madam, I once more a£ 
fore you 'tis true, and what will more 
amaze you, this Heart of mine became 
your Slave chiefly through the wicked 
Infinuations and Counfels of my Head, 
which was eternally telling it how 
gentle and good condition'd a Mifirefs 
you were, and by that means engag'd 
it to part with its Liberty. But after 
R 4 it 
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it had once prevail'd with my poor //ear? 
to ftitfrender up its Free Join to you, like 
a malicious Trqyter as it is, it refused 
to follow its Dire&ions, pretending 
that it wou'd always continue free ; 
kaftyou might believe it owed you 
any manner of Semite j and to give 

Sfoa a Proof of it, pofitively refus- 
ed to write the Lvoe-kmr you de- 
manded of me. Pardon me there- 
fore, Madam, if I cannot *Un you 
upon this occafion ., and be adored 
that my Aai* utterly difapprovesthis 
Obftinacy of my Hew/, condemns its 
Rebellion, and will difpate the Glen 
of being intirely yours with the protJ- 
ejf Beqr* intheUniycrfe, 

And now, Madam, may I be fo 
bold as to ask you your Ofpnm of 
this Letter? Is it not a. men fareilk id 
its kind, and is it pofiHble to write any 
tiring more extravagant? I dare not 
pretend to determine beforehand how 
you wUl-reHflut, bat if 'tis fo happy 
as tocontributetheleaft to yourbivetv 
(ion, IfhaU be infinitely pjeasd wkh, 
my Performance! Jiocc to fatisfie you 
isthe^reateft S?tisf*8i$n that can |i to 
Tour ntqft faithfid and 

Ofad**Sery**t. 

' To 
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To Madam de L — ^ 

A Billet written one Morning when the 
■Author had taken ?hy fie. 

I Know you are in Town, and am 
impatient to fee you, and yet, as 
my iU Stirs will have it, cannot yi- 
tisfy this Impatience. What vexes me 
molt, is that I am ajhamd to acquaint 
you with the Rcafon. All I dare, tell 
you at prdentis, that 'tis anabfolute 
inocmtrollabfe Reafcn, which 1 am fore'd 
to>£w/*toinfptteofmyTeeth, and 
ifl went about to^<w/r<fc/jf# it, lihould 
fcon find my felf in the wkkedeit Dip- 
order imaginable. Thus T am con- 
(train'd to obey this hangjbtf Tyrant, 
who, to be free with you, ft> imperi- 
•idly fummons me to dance Atten- 
dance tfxcx him, that he has made me 
lay tkwn my fen. half a fcore times 
at lead:, while I have been writing 
this fliort Epiftle. But I hope his 
Reign will not laft altve two Hours 
longer, that <b (ban as I have dined 

I 
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I may do my (elf the Honour to wait 
upon you> and tell you in Per/on, with 
what Zeal I am, 



To Qlifta. 

Upon feeing her lath her felf in a 
&vtr. 

WE L L, Madam, all your Tricks 
and Arttfces are to no Pur- 
pofe. l*ft Night my good Fortune 
led met to the happy place, where you 
were bathing your felf, and tho* I law a 
fight infinitely finer than that of £>/- 
,ana all naked as (he was born, yet 
Attaons cruel Deftiny did not attend 
me. But, Madam, if I might ask 
you a ciw/ Queftion, Whyihouldyou 
take fo much pains to conceal your 
Beauties ? Upon my Word now I faw 
nothing like a Jbameful part % about 
you, or if I did, Was only the Thighs* 
2x\dfmetbing elfe of your Sifter and 
Cofrn, which ought to be ajbamJ 

.to 
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to appear in your Pretence. The firft 
Dotlrine I raifed from my Text was, 
that thofe very Members you give 
your felf (b much trouble to hide y are 
net a jot inferiour to what you expofe 
to common Sight, from whence I drew 
this Inference, that there are a thou* 
fend pretty Women in the World that 
have more Reafdn to bide their Fa- 
ces than you have to hide your— 
Had you lived in that happy time when 
the good Folks of Syracufe dedicated 
a Temple to the fair-buttockcl Venus^ 
your Ladiftiip had certainly been God* 
defs of the Place , every one Wou d, 
have brought his Offering to you, and 
faluted your plump Pofteriours ac- 
cording to the Ceremony there obfer* 
ved. Pardon me, Madam, this Quo- 
tation is too juft and natural to de- 
ferve your Cenlure. As I never be- 
held any thing in all riiy life fo 
charming as I found you laft Evening, 
I want Expreflions to tell you how 
much I am enfiaved by your Beauty. 
If I were now in my Poetic Vein, I 
fhould proclaim to all the World, 
that the* red hair d Charioteer of the 
Day, meaning the £*«, quitted 
the Ocean laftEvening, where he ufes 

to 
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to felace himfelf in the Arms of his 
beloved Thetij, to fport away the 
Night in that fortunate -River where 
Cahfta was bathing her felf. Hea- 
vens ! how often was it in my. Thoughts 
to />Z*»gi? Head foremoft into, the Wa» 
ter after you; and try the Adventure 
of the Nymph Salmacis. But, Madam, 
ts thde were the fitfi Motions of my 
Paflion, fo they are exevfalk, becaufe 
the wifcft Philofopher upon Earth U 
not MafieroS. them. The next Mo* 
ment I made fome ftler Reflections 
upon diis Dcfign, and mud own I 
' was terribly afraid of yon, altho* 
. you were naked and difanaed, and car- 
ried not that wmereiful Fly-flap about 
you, with which you ufe to cerrcft 
the Infolences of my Hand, when it 
prefumesto touch your Bullies, or 
examine the Fringe of your Petticoat. 
After all, Madam, 'tis more for your 
Advantage than you are aware of, that 
Yfam you laft Evening, for whenever 
you z& the rcjerved, 1 mud own you 
carry Treafures about you that deferve 
' to be well looked after, and not expo- 
fed to tmfatftijfcd Eyes. Having seen 
the Beauties of your Body, 1 cannot 
but approve the Severity of your Soul ; 

there- 
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therefore you need not quarrel with 
me for prefimring to fee you, fmce 
it turns fo much to your Advantage. 



A Billet from Catifta to the 
Author. 

She is angjy with him 'for not hom- 
ing her at a Mafqueraae. 

XT O U are a Man of the leaft Gd» 
\ lantry 'that ever was known. I 
aminforra'd that a Lady in a Mafque, 
and who, notwithftandiqg her Difguife, 
fcemed to be well-jbapeJ enough, took 
you afide Yefterday from your Com- 
pany, and (aid a hundred obliging 
things to you, to all which you re- 
plyed fo coldly apd dully ^ that me tfent 
away very illjatisjfed with you. This 
Lady had an different goo J Opinion 
of your Wit before, and had the Cha- 
rity to think you might aft your part 
tolerably well i&£ Frolic of this Na«r 
tare, but you hdyjf^pft efle&ually 
undeceived her. 'As this Lady's Sen- 
timents are always the fame with mine, 

don't 
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don't come to tell me any more Sjto- 
ries of your frowefs^ for I fhall cer- 
tainly fend you back to the Lady in 
the Mafque. 



The Authors Anfwtr. 

T^Efore 1 received your Billet, I 
J3 was told that .you Vere at the 
jS^Malqueradelafl: Night, nay, that 
you were 'the very Perfpn with whom I 
difcourfedfo long. Butwhyfhouldyou 
think it ftrange that I did not know you, 
you that never (poke foWiind Words to 
me in all your Life, and then enter- 
tained me With To much feeming ten- 
Jemefs> In ftiort, your Son/ was infi- 
nitely cpor? difguifed than your' Face, 
To that had your Mafque been off, I 
jhould never have been able, to know 
you through fo much fondnefs and 
good Nature. I flioafd have (worn 
that my very Eyes deceived me, and 
that it was not Califta that talked to 
me. Since I was taken up with thefe 
thoughts^ judge yon whether all the 
foft Expreflions and Carefles of a Stran- 

tit 
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gtr were like to operate with me, 
and whether I was in a Humour tb 
begin an Amour with a Ptrfon, who 
feemed to have Tome wicked Defigns 
upon your Property, Thus you cotr'd 
not but obferve wkh what Indiffe- 
rence \ entertain'd you, fo that, my 
dear Califta, inftead of complaining 
of me, I think you ought to commend 
my Fidelity, and from thence conclude 
that you have no Rival to apprehefld. 



To Monfieur de A* 



Our Author gives a /bort Account 
of the principal things he obferved 
itf JEngland. / purpofely tranflattd 
this Letter to let our Ladies fee 
what 4 good Opinion the French have 
of them. 

IF the People of London talked 
French, a Mao.wott'd almoft fancy 
himfelf in themidft of France: Both 
Sexes go exa&ly dreji as they do in Pa- 
ris* and bating a few^things, the man- 
ner of living is the fame.* Since our 

ar- 
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arrival here we have (een all the re* 
ntarkabk Places in this Town , a» 
White-bell, Somerftt^H«ufe, St. $zm« s, 
Wtfmbfler+Abbey, St Ws, 7<wp&~ 
Jtor, the two Excbatttcs, and feveral 
•other Buildings, whim we (hall give 
yon a large Acctnnt of at our Return. 
One thing we much exceed Paris in, 
and that is , the great number of 
arerty Ladies, who are molt plena* 
fuHy furniihed with Bothies. As this 
is a cheap Commodity here, and very 
icaroe inFr/uce, I was thinking to buy 
a good £*a»tity of them, and fend 
them you in a Veflel jfcv ked up by 
two and two, with red Ribbons between 
them. I concluded that fo delicious 
a Merchandife would not be urmeU 
cme to you, and that you vvou'd be 
v very wefl pkefed to furnift fome of 
your Acqaaintanoe with them, who 
wmt them, and wou'd willingly lay 
out their Money mat way- : But upon 
/ttWThoughts, confiderins that your 
Ooftom-hdute Officers, who let nothing 
efCTpethemwiraow/xdwmffg, wou'd 
fdHy them with their tmrigrtems 
Hands,! laid afide this pefign; Jcnow- 
- :ng fuH well tbjt fuch nice Common 
dities wou'd befpoil'd with handling, 

and 
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and lofe all their Chatms and Beauty 
before they cou d come to you. It was 
a , fenfible Mortification to me that this 
Obftacle oppofed my Defign, and hin- 
der 'd me from affording you this Satis- 
faction \ Since I have mentioned the 
Englijb Ladies, I muft inform you that 
they are terrihly cruel in their Tern* 
pe*, but us not fuch a fort of Cruel* 
iy as gives Occafion to mournful Ele- 
gies, that makes the difconfolate Lo* 
ver hang or drown himfelf, that de-> 
lights in the Martyrdom of Hearts, and 
the Complaints of defponding Wretch* 
cis ; for according to the heft Advices 
I can receive, they make none of 
their Gallants die, but by over-loading 
them with their favours : But they are 
cruel according to the Genius of their 
Nation, they love Blood and' Slaughter 
and after the manner they talk^ of it/ 
one of their humble Servants can 
not give them a more agreeable Di+ 
verfion, than by ft abbing fome body or 
, other in their Company. And this is fa. 
certainly true, that a Stranger can- 
hot but obferve how this barbaroui 
Ipclination reigns even at their Plajs^ 
and § in their Theatres. You know,' 
my worthy Friend, that 'tis an inviota* 
S ble 
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Rule of our Stage not to expofe any 
Tragical Obje&s to the Eyes of the 
Spectators : And therefore our Poets, 
that know the ftveetnef* of our Tem- 
per,' never exhibit any Moody Repre- * 
fentations upon the Stage, nor fuf- 
fer any Murders or violent Adions to 
appear there. On the contrary, the 
Englijb Dramatic Authors, to flatter 
the Savage Humour and Barbarity of 
their Countrymen, miktvioGonfcience 
of flieddang Blood upon their Theatre, 
nay, adorn their Tragedies with the 
mofl; cruel Catajhophes that cad be 
imagined. Hardly a Play is a<9aed 
but lome body is either banged or torn 
to pieces, or murder *d iij it, and at 
fiich Parages the Ladies clap their 
Hands for Joy, and are ready to burft 
their fides with laughing. I had d- 
moft like to have forgot that they 
never fail once or twice a Week to fee 
the Prize-Fighters hack and mangle 
one another at, the Bcar-garden r who, 
to pleale thefe good-natur d Spectators, 
cut large Collopsout of on% another's 
Carcafies* By this you may jmdge of 
the Temper of the Englijb Wome»: 
However, I woud not have you con- 
clude froim hence that they are cruel 

in 
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irf all other Refoe&s j for, as. I have 
already obfervea, they are favourable. 
enough to their Lovers, 'ris a fre* 
queot tiling to carry them to the Ta- 
Vern, where theyl take their Brim-> 
infers heartily, till they can fcarce find 
their way out of the Room, and then 
ta be fare they are not in a Humour %o 
deny their Gallants any thing. There 
i$ a famous Public Houfe near Moor- 
fields, where the Matter keeps a par* 
eel of Ftdlers and Dancers in conflant 
bay, who have nothing to do from . 
Morning to Night but to divert tho{$ 
that come thither to drink. Here 
the whole Quint effeme of their Gal- 
lantry is to be, ieen at one view : They 
are never without abundance of mer- 
ry Fellows that carry their Mijtreflet 
thither j the Houfe is fomewhat built: 
after the manner of an Amphithe- 
atre^ and the principal Sport being in 
the middle of the Room, the Com- 
pany behold it at the grsateft eafe ima- 
ginable. I have been there, and had my 
ware in the Piverjion it affords. We like- 
wife went to fee Hampton-Court, where 
the Court is at prefent, and. which is 
the Fomtaifrbkau of England. Wq 
bad the ffymr of feqiqg their Ma- 
S 2, jetties. 
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jefties there : The young Queen is 
low, and of a brown Complexion, , and 
by her Face 'tis eafy to difcover that 
{he has a great deal of goodnejs and 
fweetnefs in her Nature. She has 
brought fome four or five Portyguefe 
Ladies with her, that are the mod 
- deformed, ill-looked Devils that ever 
bore the Name of Women. When a 
Man fees them among the Englijb 
Maids of Honour that attend her, 
he wou'd be apt to fwear that Hea* 
venznd Hell were jumbled together* 

• and that Angels and Furies were late- 
ly reconciled to one another. But 
this is not all the Trumpery which the 
' Queen has brought with her out of 
her own Country ; for her Majefty 
has a Confort, as 'tis called, of Citterns, 
Harps , and the Lord knows what 
In[iruments , that make the mod 

. wretched Harmony that ever was 
heard. Going to hear Mais, we were 
obliged to fufferthis vile Fetfecutim^ 
and tho* I have hone of the nkefi 
Ears, I never heard fuch hideous Mu- 
fic fmce I was born. As for Hampton- 
Court, 'tis a magnificent Pile of Build* 
ing, but upon my Word comes not 
up either to our St. Germain s , or 
Fountain-blew , no more thm White- 
hall 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



out of Monfrur dc Pays. a 67 

bsff is to be put in the fame Scale with 
the Louvre, or St. James's Houfe with 
Luxemburgh Palace. When I was 
fhown that difmal Place where the 
late' King had his Head cut of£ I 
cou'd not forbear to poutf out a thou- 
fand Imprecations againft this rebellious 
Nation, and was infinitely pleafed to 
fee the City Gates, and other eminent 
Places adorned with the Heads and 
Limbs of thofe execrable Regicides, 
fyomwelfs Head of accurfed Memory 
Was very much to my Satisfaction pla- 
ced over Weftminjler-HalL I wifti that 
the public Examples of thefe Criminals 
may deterr all Rebels for the future,and 
Jecure the Peace and Dignity of the 
Britijb Throne, which has. hardly 
recovered the terrible Shock it received 
in the late calamitous Diforders. And 
now, Sir, having feen all that is worth 
the feeing, we begin to think of ta- 
king our leave. Our Pockets have 
been moft cruelly emptied fince we 
have been here, {or Shilling is the 
Word upon every Occafion. 'Tis im^ 
poflible to make a vifit to an Engtijb- 
rnan, urilefs the Shilling marches in 
the Van. For my part, tho* I under- 
Hand as little of th&r Language, as , 
Si I 
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. I do <fi>Arahic, yetrtiethinks they e*!k 
bf nothing but Shilling, Stilling, SbiU 
ling everkftingly. In fliort,. For tbit 
Sftd twenty other gopi Reafons 'tis 
high time for us to prepare for our 
departure ; but alaft ! 'ti$ with fome 
ngret we take up this Refolatioo. 
Tne Sea ufed us fo difcmrtewfly kj 
our Voyage hither, that we wou'd 
not, ifwecou<I/>^/yavotdit, cxpofi 
ctrr felveS a^ain to its Fury : Tfaete- 
, fore, Sir, if you defire to fee us 
oncfe more in Fr&nce, yoft muft tvith 
all Expedition build us a feridge from 
Dover to Calais : Otherwife I doirt 
fee h6*w we (hall gej: over. 

Tmrmbjl 

Oledient Scrvawt. 



ft 
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To Mmfim de B — — 

Itf the beginning of this Letter he ral- 
lies, his Friend fdr not writing to 
him i and afterwards gives him an 
account oj a merry Intrigue he had 
with a Hugonot Parfins Wife. 

UPON my Word, Sir, I am 
exceedingly oltiged to you, 
For the extraordinary Opinion you 
feem to have of my Friend/hip, fince 
you believe it can thrive and prolper 
Eke the Fruits of Paradife, without 
mltivating or looking after. To 
be plain with you, can you expeQ: 
I mould entertain you from time 
to time with my Letters, while you 
refufe to put your felf to the' Exfence 
of one ikgle Line i But you are the 
fleafanttfl Gentleman in Nature 9 I 
Jfwear, when you teU me I have Wit 
enough toguefs at all you can fay in 
an Anfwer, ^nd therefore forUar to 
writeto me. What ! are you fo uurea- 
finable *o«pe& I ihould do like Friar 
S 4 Mar- 
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Martin , that is, flng and make 
the Refponfes my felf? Had you the 
leafi Regard to my Reputation, you 
wou ? d neverjerve me fo, fpr none but 
Fools ufe to talk -to thcmfelves, and 
for my part I begin to bt.weary.of jt. 
Befides, to difarm you of all Excufes, 
your Miflrefs pari never be fo />* lous of 
you, but you may venture to Write 
a few Lines to a Friend, without in- 
curring her Difpleafure, With all due 
. Submiffion to the Lady be it &id, Friend- 
Jbip does not interfere with the Interefl 
of Love, fo that I may very well be 
allowed to find a Friend, at the 
fame time \ hat the chamving Urania 
finds a, Z*™?Mn you. Having made 
mention' of £01;^ I have trump ? d up 
i new Miftrefs lately, but thou art fo 
unpardonable a Wretch that I hard- 
ly think it worth my while to c ommu~ 
thee.Infhoit,Iam 
y Negligence, that 
cb'u'd deny thee this 
, but Friend/hip 
within me, and 
get the better of 
Know then r tfiou 
that for this laft 
d my' pevotifa'tpL 
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a Calvinift Parfon s Wife, who is won- 
derful pretty and good-naturd, which 
Ik/? Quality , you know, is feldom* 
to be found in the Females of that * 
fower Perfwafion. I daily make my 
Vifits to her, and fhe fuffers them, 
fuffers them, I fay, without Retuftance, 
and perhaps not without Pleafure. 
When I firft made her a tender of my 
Afle&ion, the pretty Creature pelted 
me moft unmercifully with Texts of 
' Scripture : But I (oon turned her Ar- 
tillery upon her felf, and convinced 
her that all the Orthodox Com* 
jnentators were on my fide. Perhaps 
you laugh at this Gallantry, tho' at 
the fame time you approve my pious 
Refolution to carefs none but Hugonots: 
For let the Cenforious 'World make 
the worft on't it can, People can only 
charge me with tempting a Woman 
to jtn y that was above ha If damn d to 
my Hands. But let them talk as they 
pleafe, 'tis a Dejign I am refolved 
to put in Execution this Lent, for the 
Repofe of my Confidence. I intend 
fotf the futtireto hunt no where but 
in the Territories of Geneva, where! 
(hall be Without the Jurifditfion of 
the Church* To that my Confeflbr 
" ■ l ". ' will 
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will have nothing to do with any Game 
I fpring there ; And indeed, if lie pre- 

# tends to forlid me this Sport, I foall 
i/p?*/ from him to fome more compe- 
tent Judge, By this twne I hope you 
are iatisfied that I have taken the 
Jurefi Method of fucceeding, and that 
a young Fellow cannot hetter employ 
bis time , than in making Lme to 
Women that never go to Confute*. 
That confounded Cburch-Stratagemwl* 
led Qmjejion is a mortal Enemy to all 
Gallantry ,by the fame token a Maa&all 

' have an Apoftle's Day now aad then 
popu\ unluckily upon him, when he 
lias .li* <^? brought an Intrigue to Awr, 
and fc make him ^ w one Minute 
ail tfce Ground he has been jbyglfag 
for fo many PPStf*/ before. But, tbe 
Lord be pr*ifed % there are jao faoh 
^Misfortunes to he feared amoag the 
J/ttgonots : The good People of that 
ferjmafion never /rwAfe their Heads 
with keeping t Catalogue of their Sins, 
Jmt let them lie itSipoes and &w*t ; 
whereas we Jifcrater Catholics payoff 
our (bores . once a Montfr at leaft, 
and then bfffiifrcjt Tick. Thefceft 
y<f// of all is, our Husbmd^ according 
w the common Jtotof mofkOuokoUs, 

is 
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is the kindeft, civillefl Felkw m the ^ 

World 'to me, and imagines the only 

f Motive of my coming fo often to fee 
him, is to be fettled in fome Points 
of Religion. To countenance this be- 
lief in him, I feem to be wonder- 
fully furprifed at his Difcourfe, nay, 

Homettmes allow him the better of 
the Argument, and, indeed, 'tismer-' 
ry enough to conftder how harmwi- 
oujly the bufrnefs of. Sin and Religion ^ 
goes forward in his Houfe ; for while 
old Orthodox thinks to make a Convert 
of me, I'm endeavouring, by way -• 
off Retaliation, to make a Whore of 
his" Wife/' 



To Monfieur de S~ 



Our Author endeavours to comjort bis 
Friend for having hfi his Miflrefs % 

T Commend you for making me the 
1 Confident both of your Love and 
jmE?#/<w, for tho you had not been 
obliged in point of Friend/hip to have 
done it* *Vet the "Conformity of our 

Mis- 
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Misfortunes feeras to have challenged 
it from you. I am concerned at your 
*// luck, and refent it with as lively a 
concern, as if it were my own. Were 
you to be comforted after the ufual 
manner of People in Diftrefs, that is, 
by citing to you the Examples of other 
Perfpns as unfor tunate as yotir felf, 
I coud eafily produce my felf as an 
Inftance of humane Infelicity, who 
have all my lifetime been perfecu- 
ted by Lave , as well as a conftant ill 
Fortune. If the perfidious Meliffa ha$ 
defpiid you, my cruel Califla has be- 
ftow'd the fame treatment upon m$» 
At the fame time, I rauft confefs, 
that Califla is not Altogether fo un- 
juft as Meliffa, fince ftie beholds none 
oP*ho(e fhining Qualities in me, which, 
the other fees in you ; for which Rea- 
fon I ought only to condole your 
hardfliip, without thinking of my 
fell; who am too worthlefs a Wretch 
to be comforted. But fince yqu have 
commanded me to adminifter to you 
fome Confolation out of my own 
Store, I cannot begin better, than by 
reminding you of the ancient Proverb, 
which fays, that Fortune and Lov4 
don't always favour the moft defe?- . 

ving 
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iting. One wou'd think that art 
bandfom young Fellow, like your 
felf, was only made to be beloved t 
and that the Ladies ought to prefer 
fiich as come neareft to . them in 
point of Beauty , to thofe that 
are fartheft remote from it : How- 
ever, we find the quite contrary ufual* 
ly happens : Women are the mod 
fantafiic Animals in Nature as 4 to 
their Affe&ionsj they love without 
knowing why , or wherefore , and 
blindly follow the Direction of their . 
Tafftons, that never advife with Rea- 
fon. What finer Gentleman did Italy 
ever produce than Jocondus^ witty, 
generous, gay, and beautiful, yet does 
not Hiftory inform us that the dear 
Wife of his Bo(om loved the Embraces 
of her Coachman much better than 
his, a Raskal that was as ugly as the 
Devils and flunk, worfe in his own 
fingle Perfon, than a Convention of 
Pole-Cats ? Who has not heard of 
Afiohhus , the famous King of the , 

Lombards ', whofe Beauty made him 
admired by all the World , yet, his 
virtuous Queen left him, to Jolace her 
felf in the Arms of a little diminutive 
crumpled Brute , whofe very fight was 

enough 
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enough to put Maffalina her felf 
out of conceit with the whole Sei 2 
And now, Sir, da you think it 
• Jlrange thai (lie has 'abandoned you 
for that walking Tun of Guts and 
Garbidge, your Rival* Tell me riot 
that your Misfortune is without Ex- 
ample: Were I not afraid to over- 
whelm you with variety of Citations^ 
I cou'd eafily refrejb your JVfe-» 
mory with the ancient, but true Sto- 
iv of the celebrated Penelope, whofe 
Virtue zn&Cbafiity have been recant 
mended to all fucceedin§ Women as 
Patterns to follow, Don t you know 
that during the Abfence of Ulyffes, (he 
was courted by abundance of young, 
Lords zndNoblemen y who omitted no* 
thing that ctiu'd contribute to gain her 
Affection*: There was nothing but 
Mufic and Feafting, and Magnificence,. 
yes the Devil of any Prcgrefs did thefe 
young Lords and Noblemen make in 
Penehpe\ Heart, with all their Muf- 
fle, Feafting, and Magnificence, At lad 
a Crotchet took Mercury in the Pate 
to jundertake that which all thefe fine 
Princes had attempted in vain. He 
flatter'd himfelf that being a God he 
ibould eafily furmount thofe Difficul- 
ties 
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ties which frail Mortals had found in- 
vincible, and that Penelope muft be a 
Statue, or fomething worfe, ifflrecou'd 
maintain her Heart againft his fine 
Shape , his Eloquence and Addrefs. 
But nofwithftanding all this, Mercu- 
ry fueceeded not a jot better than 
the reft of his Rivals. Finding that 
neither his fine Shape, or his Eloquence* 
made any Impreffion- upon the Lady, 
he had recourfe to Addrefs, having 
had the Honour more than once to 
ferve his Father Jupiter in the painfttl 
and laborious Character of a Pimp* \ 
But he difplayed all his dexterity to 
no purpote, therefore to bring mat- 
ted footer to an iflue, he metamor- 
phofed hitnfelf into a Goat, and urn 
der that agreeable Form ' carefs'd this 
irrecoftcileable Enemy to love, the. \ 
chaft and virtuous Penelope. Now 
what will: you be able to reply to 
me, deaf Friend of mine, when I 
fhall defire you to remember, that a 
paltry, (linking Creature, with Hoofs 
and Horns obtained thofe Favours, 
which fo many whining Coxcombs, 
and even Mercury himfeff had follici- 
tedinvain? Penelope, who had flood 
faff* to alt the Charms and Courtftiip 

of 
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of Gods and Men, furrendefs up he* 
Perfon to a vile, nafty Animal , and 
/ what was the effedfc of this unnatural 

. Commerce, but ,a cloven-footed Pup- 
py, I mean Pan, the illuftrious Prince 
of Fauns and Satyrs 1 Let me defire 
you, Sir, to chew the Cud a little 
upon this injlruftive Story, arid when 
•you have done fo, tell me whether 
you and I have not ftiown our (elves 
a hrace of idle Coxcombs to languijb 
and die for two infignificant ungrate* 
ful Coquetts. Were we wife, we ihould 
leave off this Game, and ftart a better. 
As for you, 'tis in your Power to 
ehufe a hundred Miftre/Ies that will 
think themfelves honoured with the 
leavings of the infenfible Melijfa, and 
will be much more capable to com- 
fort you upon the fcore of your lofe* 
than I can pretend to. Deliver your felf 
therefore from a Slavery 9 which will, 
be diftionourable to you, fince your 
Miftrefe has made fo vile a choice. 
Conftaricy is often a Vice as well 
as a Virtue, /and all the World 
will laugh at you, to {how it upon 
this Occafion. For my part, I adyife 
, you nothing but what I am refoived 
to put in fraftice my felf * When* 

ever 
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Whenever the cruel Cal$& y Who ; hag 
hot as yet thought fit to. declare her 
felf, (hall beftow her Affe&ion upon 
any other than my felf, that very Mo- 
ment I will throw off her Chains, 
and not drag them about me to fet 
off the Triumph of my Rival. I will 
fee him* crucified a hundred times o- 
Ver, before he (hall have the $atis- 
f act ion to (e$ mp drop one fingle Tear 
for thofe Favduri which he enjoys 
at Pleafure. No, I will drown all my 
Cares in a Glafs of generous Red, 
put the ill-natured Jilt in the front 
of fome glorious Lampoon, break 
her Windows, murder her Lap-dogj 
and wilh her and her Spark at the < 
Deiiil. This is the Remedy I wou'd 
prefcribe to you in your preferir Di- 
ilemper, and not to let it grow lip- 
6n you by humouring it, which 
wou a make me as great a Sufferer 
as your felf, fince I feel all your Af- 
flictions in as fenfible a manner as I 
do my own. Forget a toorthltfs Crea- 
ture that has forgotten you* rfay, 
remember that JUeliffa has obliged 
you by refigning you up for another, 
fkice 'twas impoifible for you to have 
• T p*Wd 
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p*ts'd one etfy Moment, with a Wo- 
man of Co wretched, a tafte. I am 

r«rr, &c. 



- ALcttertoMonficur H : — - 

Giving an Account how he fiur$ris?d 4 fa- 
mous Mifs of the Town dining at her 
Lodgings in anundrefs y with two of 
her female Companions. 

Wth L, I have the raoft comb- 
c*t Adventure in the world to 
recount to thee, chat's certain. Ha, 
ha, ha, I (hall kill my felf, I think, 
with hnghing at it, 'tis fo ridiculous : 
Give me leaye to recover a little out of 
this Fit, and then, dear Rogue, thou 
. Ibalt betn all. 

Know then — but this wicked 

fit again interrupts me— — «- Well 
then to beferious . — Know that 
between the Hours of twelve and one 
to day » having gone through my 
whole Circle of momogri/tts, ibol&- 
ed unawares into the divine Belinda's 

Cham- 
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Chamber, where I (ato a fight enough 

to Pardon me, dear 7^, lam 

fo tickled with the Idea of it, that I_ 
mud take t'other dofe of Laughter be- 
fore I can ftir a ftep farther 

to have made the morofeft Cynic in 
the world forfeit all his Gravity. 

A Plague on her, you know the di- 
vine Belinda well enough, that ill-na* 
tur'd fawcy Harlot that comes every 
ftight Xo fpruced up and prim to the 
Playhoufe j Hie that has been the fub- 
jed of fo many Sonnets , and deified 
by fo trtany confounded Poets j (he 
that is never without a train of Mar- 
(Juifes, Lords, and Knights, and a 
numberlefs Litter of fubaltern Puppies 
to hunt her from the Pit to the Side- 
box, and back again from the Side- 
bdx to the Pit. Well, and n>hat of her, 
you'l cry, why, as I told you before,^ 
I bolted unawares into her Chamber/ 
and furpiz'd her with two of the Sifter- 
hood at zfmaS Collation. 

The Devil of a Napkiq or Table- 
cloth was to be feen before them. No 
Pagan Ragoos , nor high-fitm* Kick* 
fhaws, but a Platter of humble Sprats, 
attended by fix boil'd Eggs in a crack'd 
eartherri Pipkin, a dabh of fait Butter 
T % duck 
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ftuck upon tfie corner of the Table, 
and a handful of Salt wrapt, up in the 
greafy Fragments of a Sejftont* paper. 
Their Commodes and Srfiocks were 
wafhing below bjr the Landlady ' of ;the 
houie, judge then what a rueful Figure 
they made in this difhabillee^ with their 
//tf/r about their Shoulders, and their 
Udders fwagging down to their Navils. 
The Furniture of the room was every 
iVay anfwerable to the Entertainment y 
for let me fee ' - « ■ there flood that 
neceffary Utenfil call'd a Pifs-tot brim- 
full in the Chimney, a batter d Banlox 
uf>on a broken-baoky Chair, the Ske- 
leton of a Fan^ with a Tooth»bruJb, a 
Powder- puff^ and a box of Pomatum in 
the Clolet ; a^rfrw of Pips, with the /#■*- 
^wy of Compliments, and one of Dur- 
ffs Song-books in the Window, and 
- laftly, two or three little deal-boxes 
• upon the Mantle-tree, which I hope 
in the Lord had Turpentine Pills in 
them. The Ladies blufbed^ and fordid 
I, then down Stairs they flew witHout 
fpeakihg a word, and I after them, 
but loft them in fome of their fubter- 
ranean Catacombs. 

Nofooner. was I got into the Street, 
but I made abundance^ of tooral Refle- 
xions 
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&ions upon what I hady^»; thefe 
impudent Qevils, faidJtQ r mJ2:ieJ£ > ^thaL 
look fo charming by Candle-light, blefs 
me ! whaty^rry Dowdies^ thqy. are 19* 
thfeir undrefs, arid how fcurvify do they 
fare at home, who are fo nice forfooth 
arid (ofqtitamiJh& the Tavern f * Welt 
I am rtfolvb&vvlindeceii* all Mankind, 
and communicate my Difcaveries to 
them. With this virtues Jld olutioa 
I went to all the ChocoJatedioufes I 
knew tojW.ojrtr.aiiy of; my Acquaint 
t&oce, and mhofym my felf fothmrt j 
but siting no? * fing,^5^$here,; 
I * repair dtp Gjy^iluadgingSi and cou^d 1 
n&Lrqft till I had imparted this -bkfed^ 
Npws tft thfle. I can't feret^l l^w; 
this. Letter. wjill <?<&# with yo*^ th& ii 
yjau mak^a ri^ufe,ont,j*itiay;pfeQyft 
3 letter Aotidbte, agaiftft whorin&thaiv 
a .Month's fepnance^ H> \,ti$e x $ Pow- 
4«flg-tub — rym J5#t as for the divine 
B&lwd^: th$ n&fc time I fee heir, 2^*/^ 
y#*^ in: the Side- box, if flies not a$* 
civti and £i<flf£/? »s one of hor own 
GaHing before zfnrly Juftice y take my 
vyord fort, 111, proclaim the nakednfifs 
Qf herlLand to all her Adorers* 

Farewel. 
S3 To 
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Jh Monfmf <fes A^from .Antwerp. 

Giving a Pefmptw* ef tohat our A»fh$r 
titfervdw FlaadttV 

r & are now at A*tt>6rp\ and in 
a few" days latetfd^to vifit 
tidlandl *Tis worth any c*rw#j Mans 
while to make the &&*<£ I? "landers i 
Here ire a world* of iufclfc Gities> ift* 
finitely ? /^r than ©&s 7 ia ^/W*. I 
had tentyou a-Angt Account of them 
if my Friend Mr. L. B.kdd bbt pre- 
vented n& in my Defied, for he has 
aeg«ttted4ftinfelf with £b much Go* 
and £xaft#efs> that "tis impofliHe to 
*A/ a Syllable to what he has writ- 
tea. By iftttue of his Letters youtl/r* 
every thing as difiin&fy and plainly is 
if y&tf hacf it before your Eyes, (6 that 
' tfiey gtofc you all the pkafnre of <mr 
Voyage,' without ever topping a f<fet 
oat <x Paris fcr't. However 1 am a- 
fraid that at our retubn he'4 make yoa 
pay your part of the yEx pence, for 'tis 
not teafimaile ypu fhould contribute 

no* 
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nothing towards it, who receive the 
tame Satisfaftion as we, yet feffer 
. none of the fame Inconveniences. 
Thanks to the Relations he has feijt 
you from time to time, you have be- 
held every thing that is beautiful and 
remarkable in Flanders, fitting perhaps 
;at your etfe in your Elbow-chair in 
fori*, while w^ are jumbled to df fttfi 
in fame curled Waggon, that al- 
jfc»ft (hocks us to pieces : Not to inflame 
your reckoning by telling you, that 
vre are forced to take up with the raoft 
fwga* Food ifiat ever was known, to 
have Butter mingled in all our Sawces, 
Butter in the beginning, and Butter in 
\\& conclufiw. To this I might add, 
that in abundance of places they urn* 
derfland our Language no more than 
Greek, ot Hebrew; (6 that if J de- 
fire the Servant maid of the houfe 
to bring me a little Water % ten to one 
but the Gipjj lays a huge Loaf before 
me. Not but that we nave that ne- 
ttjfory Animal caU'd an Interpreter 
-♦inkhiUS, jbilt Heavens ! what a dtmm'd 
$tw&*c is it to tilt by an fcwsrprefet* ? 
Ifahp ¥$[\$w i leaves you t^t a mo- 
jjfcept, all that while you mx&lofe two 
pf your Sen^y and refolve tp be deaf 
t 4 and 
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and dumb i Befides,$iri Confider ImHv 
it muft put>aMan to the biujhto ask for 
.f^r/wwflMngstbatftialltiewdf^tf/^jbyan 
- Interpreted, fcnd whit a Cfuety**r»<a*« it 
is to a perfoa of my t*tti&ui»g temper. 
• J fl6C-t64te-abl<j t& whifp'er a fewViw/ 
tfiingsliftfo the Gtamaberniiaid's £*«, 
^fpfcdaHy if {heV 4ri*#Sirf: Thw^I 
' tlftV-6 fteWri you fame of the ' Income- 
•hie*M x $ we lie urtdei* : 'However, dur 
FfiendMKZ..5.aS^^>'aftd^/rt''as ! Iie'i6, 
"has petfa&y inured himTelf to all ts^e 
. - mvifyip: Thatjfr^Cefitleim^Wto 
cou'd : itbi iizlftfi&Jto&VJris to "CWrii- 
cpfcr ' Ms 'heart, andv \fofifo wou'd • not 
• t ha ve' fjon^-i M& %tfbbut a Cwc* tb 
*pvrc!^%e?/)»^i«;-l5thet^^*Maiiih 
the world^iow, wheo he'-sln a Waggon 
ftbw'b? lap ^between, fbme Tunleilibd 
MoAkandTome jdlly Hetimifb Hefiefs, 
lying upon a wholfom Bundle of Straw, 
where he dtfplays all his Stack of Dutch 
at once, to make ■ himfelf underftood 
in fiich IBtyrious company. Wou'd 
you" not tte .wonderfully//**?/**/ now t& 
fee^htrriiti this wwry Eq^ipage^'But 
as I Hinted to you above*, he that wfe 
f& mFgfttfy! fyueawi'tjb^vA jtckl/ at'Tarft, 
is'grbWnas^^ asififenr*fc* in his Tra- 
vels, aria* Fcaii 'aflure yotiriias no oth<* 
m ,.!...-';..-.■; -U r v , .. /^^ 
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"Ittnefs aboift him but that of mtfleefh* 
ing fo well a nights ; but the mifcUef 
on t is that hfe makes me bare a good • 
(hare of this Ittnefs. When he can't 
'< fleep hiMfetfi he wilhes $H the World 
' were dwtfV, and is (lark w^/ to fee *- 
hy one enjoy his reft when he's without 
it. And yet one wou'd think he ufes 
Exercife enough in all ibnfcierice to 
make him flfeep, for we hardly pafs 
through any Tdwn of hpte, trat he 
ftiuft make tHe Tour of it ;uf>on the 
Ramp&rt^ahd^thisforthe &6ft part 
hn • foot, * for itf Coach Is ; ^^Cokvenience 
that h hot "always to be had/ This & not 
all; he niuft getiyouuptb thditdpof the 
higheft T-dWtr^ and Steeples, that are 
of a prodigious height in this Country. 
Five hundred Steps Of Stonfe qr Wood, 
and above thelp five hundred; Steps 
-four or five confounded Zaddirs $itb 
forte thirty or forty Rounds fh each, 
terrijfe liim no inbre, than if he had , 
fervid an Apprenticeship to ^a ; Mafon. 
"Tisto no piirpbfe to tell hirii, thai 
linleft he had -learn* d to dance upon 
f foe high Ropes he muft ex pfed to Ireal 
hfc Neck, and that he' Wotfd not get 
* ^f/w/ethefoonerto Heaven for dy- 
ing fo high above ground Y All Rmon- 

ft ranees 
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Jrmces of this nature are perfectly 
hfi upon him;; nay, what is worfe, 
he obUges me to follow him in all 
thefe frolics -i me, I %,. who to pur- 
chafe alt the, Wealth of the Uaiverfe, 
would .BQt be hit in -the Teeth . wkk 
<#irtg.in the : Air, for fear of JiJboMour- 
»»g my Family; andwhobeftdes am 
not altogether Co curious as be is, 
to fee. the Fortification, Plan, and Set- 
tuation of every Town we pafc .through. 
Thefe are -his cuf/lttit Recreations eve- 
jry day that /u^Su over his head, and 
yet he does nc*^*/ a, jot the &«#• 
ior't. The pei^tuaf *.^agZf*g of the 
£$unes,top,in all the great Towns of 
f loaders is no imalf EarJforertp vs. 'lis 
a fort of Mafic that fkafet a *«« Comer 
for twice or thrice, and one, that w*s 
i»tfwr us s 8 to Jt before, muft needs bej&r- 

fnvdto .hear a $et of BtJJsphy all the 
Wotes.-of jnCeuraut or.jbjgg asdiAin&- 
ly as a Spinette or, Harpficord: So that 
(be Fellow that looks after tfce CfocU, 
.may let every Family in any of their 
[Towns a dancing, without putting 
them to a farthing Expem for Vi- 
olins and. other Jnliruroents. . As {I 
told you, 'tis a pleafent Surprize 9r 
nougb, but. take my word for it, a 

Man 
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Mail foon grows mary of the nbifcj 
for this Harmony ftunas ooft titery 
<fU&tter of an hotir: So that the J-ord 
h£v>e*tercy, fayf, upont\\%q&&Cipj» 
ferns that iive near thefe SeeepfeSi fcitt 
efpeeiaUy upon foch as like our $riet*<t 
Ml 1 , £. #. have no great Inclination x& 
fleiejK Heaven be praifed we (haii r&* 
rtKHfe into anotberQcjutftry toomorroir, 
where the Sells fire not lb clawtotms 
and importunate. Before I lesveithis 
TbWn, I cannot but own to you 
that ^/a*rjM$ dne of *he>*#€kiff5 , 
a Man can defire to fee. The Mag- 
aiticence;oF< the Churches, tht Cleans . 
nefs of the Streets, the fkie Furniture 
of the private Houfes, is a quite -di£e» 
rent thing from what we 'haveih france* 
There is hardly % TracteftnansH^ufe 
without abfta&nce of good Pictures 
in the rooms, for moil <6f ^eflahave 
a natural Gefthri to Painttog : The 
fcedpfe are -koneft and induftrious y the . 
Wti^nleautifulmdfre*, and for that 
reafon not given to Gallantry, whatever 
Stories yotrmay have heard of the ma- 
ny Conquefis the French made at B ruffe Is 
among the fair Sex. I think 'tis impofli- 
ble to give zjtronger Demonftration of 
their Chaftity, than that there are cer- 
tain 
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tain Societies of Religious . Women 
calM BcQtints here. In . foipe peaces 
yon toay ; fee eleven -hundred of thm. 
A^gr) (together, who take no fwqpr 
on them, g* about the Town when v 
they t/ffaftfa *eceiye ( frtfttn. from -.Gee-." 
tlemen.ie their ChaoiheeSi an.4. ufe 
all- theirtODCent Fr&4m .imaginable > 
yet; it :\ew f#yer Jmcd that they, 
wete»fiifa8eJ of- the lefrft Gallantry, 
or. charged with aoy;the <Jeaftyc<W^4** 
Diforder. ^aviogitok) yftt) this, yoir 
may eafily conclude. <thf* ■$ he -'.Ftemfk 
Ladies hive no ixtt%fa$ .Inclination to 
. love. .. I dare pawn my Reputation, 
that if. we ;had fuch Houfes in F%an^ 
where young Wqniejj might *&$#* 
of themfelvesasthex/aacy beft, ; yit&-» 
out any -Guardiani or Relatione .or 
Husband to contronl them, that,' /*- 
trigitivg wcwTd be^mvich more in ifgn* 
among thejTi,,afldth^ ; our ^*cA La- 
dies wottd not b6 altogether fa refery'4 
, and cold as.thofcof glanders, lam. * 



' i .o 
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/ To the fame. 

Containing an Account of 'what 'he ob* 
fervd in Holland. From Amfter- 
dam. 

THE Perfection Kfufler from 
Mr. L. 2?. daily increafes upon 
me. A Man that travels in hisCpm- 
pany ought to renounce Sleep for good 
and al! : Becaufe foriboth I deep a, lit- 
tle better than he does, he immediate- 
ly concludes I take too large* dofe 
of it, and everlaftingly buzzes in my 
Ear, that it may be prejudicial to my 
health. Ever fince we came From 
Delft, where befides the famous Tomb 
of the Prince of Orange, we faw that 
of Admiral Tromp y whofe Epitaph be- 
gins with Hie facet qui vivus nunquam 
jacuit, he daily recommends him to 
me as an Example to follow, and to 
qualify me for having fuch an Infcrip- 
tion upon my Tomb when I am dead^ 
wou'd never have me'go to bed by his 
good Will while I am alrve. Let me 

f MT- 
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conjure you, Sir, the next time you 
write to him, todefire him to give 
civil Quarter to your humble Servant, 
and endeavour to perfwade him that 
fuch Perfons as I, who have more 
Body than Soul, ought to be allow'd 
Imlf as much Sleep again as other; Mor- 
tals. You may baek this if you pleafe 
by reprefenting to him, that during 
-our Stay in Holland he ought at leaft 
to gjve me Liberty of Confcienee y which 
is the A^and-moft fiaple Commodi- 
ty oi thefe Provinces, Since I havje 
mentioned the Word Liberty it may 
not be amifs toobferve to you^ that 
thefe fat Gentlemen keep a furious po- 
ther about it. A Man that hears 
them talk of the ^French and their Go 
Vernment, woud fwear we were po- 
thing elfe but a pack of Slaves and 
Paffalst with the Rod always at our Po- 
fteiiours to make us mind our Bufine(s> 
and that no People are fo fit to com- 
mandite Univerfeas the Dutch. They 
talk of Ctownd Heads with as mucn 
arrogance as the ancient Citizens of 
Rome : They rail inceflantly at our 
Conftitution, at our felling of Offices 
and other Places, pretending I know 
not how many Abufes are occafio^d 

by 
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by k, and fay that nothing feat true 
Merit and f/rr*# advances a Man's 
Fortune in their Country. If what 
they fay is fr«?, 'tis certain that onlf 
thofe that have the iiggefl Bodies, and 
£*?*/<•/? Bellies nave the moft Afcr/f 
to recommend them, for I have re- 
marked that there needs no ether Qua* • 
lification to make a Man a Counfeftor 
erBurgomafter, but a n«#&/y Paunch ; 
tor which Reafon j if our Friend Mr. L. 
B. has a Mind to continue in theie, Pro- 
vinces,! believe without flattering him, 
he may ju% pretend to the highejt 
Preferments of State,- for altho' he 
Jleeps very little, yet the Butter, 
Cheefc, and Beer, upon which at this 
prefent Writing he feeds as heartily 
as a natural Dutdman, havefoexceed- 
ingly mpwoeJxhe bulk of hisPerfon, 
that you'll Uefi-ycm m to fee him 
at his return* However, I don't be- 
lieve he'dfeetk his abode here, tho' to 
poflels himfelf .of the higheft Poft in the 
Government ; for as you know him 
to be a very good Catholic, the dif- 
ficulty of going to Mafi here will be an 
iro/wi^oMacle in his way. The 
T*urh onk is, I am exceedingly 'fimi 
. 4rfm/,- that thofc Sons of Cirtumi- 

\ fio* 
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fon 9 th$ 5^"*, fhould be allowed more 
. Elbow-room at Amfterdark than honefi 
Catholics. Your < Bawdy-houfes at 
fflris live not in half the" dread of 
' that Heathinijh Animal , the Conh 
mijfary o$theW#rd y is the poof Mafr 
houfcs here* However, I have had 
leifure enough to obferve* that not 
the MensbvK ;the Government has thia 
Averfion jRcfr our Religion. The/fcA 
landers don't fo much hate Rome as 
they do Madrid^ and formy part 'tis 
an Article of my Faitbfh&t they wou'd 
footer beprevail'd upop to lubmitta 
the Pope, than the Kitag of Spain. 
Happening to be in Company with 
fbme Butter* foxes t'other Mornings 
a Friend of ours that was in tbe-Aro* 
tering Stralkv told them that the fa 
quifttion was certainly going to be put? 
down, thatAprotefiant Miaifter had 
lately got leave to preach publkkly 
at Madrid : In fhort, that his Catholic 
Majefty was upon the pctfnt of decla-* 
ring himftlf a Hngonot. Upon this, 
a fat Hollander in the Room twirled 
his Whiskers^ and in the fakefs of his 
Heart replied, that if the Spaniard 
tutnd Hugmot, the Hollanders, would 
find themldves obliged to turn Gatbo* 

lies 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tics the riratu tyJotftfri* after.;; And* 
nW t Sir, lietcy&M. to yoVtodefcEi. 
mine *hethei; ,th : e#- have tojr reaf...^. 
/£#»* for their to*w Religion or.kny; 

t)ofitive Ayefifaft ;t<h <mwjj. Ititody jtfft* 
y eaough be df&tft'd of them? • that 
they bm nothing in the /World, bulb 
the Spanijh Tyrtfitgij $htf js^. nothing; 
csrdia/fy but tbeitSiJvtr, W«reit>n6t; 
for this, they wsujd itifaHibly be.the: 
famfttft Felloe io the Uitiveide. : A» 
^-thdr fT<^< you may. ta^eeitfar 
a general rule without Execption,. that 
they are fm£ cpraptexiori'd/:»d'p^* .' 

tyip a Miracle. Iri tfartk Holland ' 

partiQulafly, all the LaiTes Imfre fuch 
efeltcatt Heads pf Hair, arid io agrees 
able a mixture pf wftite and rod til rheir 
Qheeks, thatchomoft iridiflerent a* , 

cpoflg them wou'd pa6 fot a >^i«g 
Beauty at /V«*\ •*»* *he ft me time 
t#Hiftfranjkly;<WWJ to you that the ,.« 

j&tefalitj of ;fheilMce little:W/?K«*haa 
(o i^rany /w*#rr hj Waxwork, and have 
iBO £/*<**<•-, 4 ft»ee jqI . URdto&*n4i*& 
than rnerejy. to. .Jiftingwjb; /Beer from, 
%Yine , aqdv/QjJtter from , 'Cheefej 
fcthat a : M&nrfM not ptrf imbfetf to 
^great-^^flio Oaths: to pervade 
ct|ie?a., th*ta Jw Siio, lorectoiffo ahem* 
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Altho' they have Wo^reat Mtnation 
ta GaiiMtryxm 'NsltulMfs !fiiie, ; yet 'tis 1 
lib difficult matter' tooraw therh "\t x -[ 
to the; tikt : They dtf but of down 
right Stupidity that* • tohtfcK; our V Vo- 
meh ipftt'ris do out of ' Gajritf'jumt then 
theirl 'Gttrbffts are fo ttf// and )wW«g- 
i»arwJ^-«id^ey have To kicked a. re- 
li(h of fo$ that; as I aid credibly \ti> 
form'd, v id the very ! G>//fr. of Rleaflire,; 
add initfee inoft/^Wj^wl*)^ Moments 
of !Bli&ji*heyll eat: apples and cra& 
Nuts.,neiatithJsisnotJi»//l : haveto^ir- 
/Maqybncwith :< Jn't^&ifitiefs of Gal- 
Wrv retiring cah be^fo^fiametficaP 
\yapptfite\usParh ai^^^'-ToM 
hereto* bapyouityotoig Miiident will 
grantry<kra«iy f av©Ws> bat- when ddCe 
tfcey.aragoe within theJattte of : iMb^' 
rriw»fl»>, Randt have ipr6W>ifoc d fefidfiP 
texrdk' Words for bet&fifvr m?fc< 
y do 4nay t #«««» i bowow: Wft«#y - of fen 
Ifyiaer? ytnan * preva&'-wftfr thehi *!»- 
)^:^.the.leaft'G*i/«&*M» vWlfifc 
thty'WvW yoflr'Oftrh *lifo>fkr } 'ty&t 
may: imake them. *-f0ibX.tffa''<JWfl 
/aiakton, and do whatfyoti i^/eay& ? ! Km 
whBritbt^ b*vewke#lhM{¥malt»&hft» 
of..l^^aaponnhei^^^^^ r lf*a1«8 
iir the xftoto* will /at* «fo|#&(«h4b 
• : •. «- ! /*- 



Digitized by (jOOQlC 



out of Monfieut de'PlyS.t. fy? 

injure their Husbands; I Andiiideed they 
derive nd.lietle^tltfws^'framcthis/)/:- 
/& ic Self-denial* ; for they \ #ttw» their 
Husbands at Dfcretion , : who are fiich 
tame paflivfi -Creatures^ that to this 
very Hour it was never, ij(WJn« that, a 
married Man in Hott$nd beftow'4 
any conjugal Vifciplm «poi) his* Wife 
If a Man ihould adaninifterja few trad-f 
fitory Kicks to his crooked Bii y tbCK. 
the Prruofntim ;were flftver ,fo ^ij/?, ho. 
muft exped: to be (ex* -tot Brifamflt, 
for his Rains,. ,and do three or fouq 
Years petulance in Prtfo?,*. And the 
Reafonis, beeaufe no Man is allowed 
in this hk 'fed 'Country to dft.birofelf 
Jjtfike. Nay>:, -a Mafteijror Mitfreia 
that mould \xfo4l'ad'Vffefl;m to' giv?" 
their Footman, or $ervant-naaid a /?#$ 
in .the Jfor, ww'd oeriatflJyvhe;;cal?i 
lad r warn witf for't, and forced; to pay^ 
them a jfarr. : Wages,, x W tptfy . had* 
lived but ii ve £<9P j in .their; ♦ Service. \ 
After this 1 -teawenyou to judge iw>w /** 
/«&»* thefts Vermin a*e,- and- whether 
you wou'd chufe a Valet. -out of H»l- 
1t*ti. But i£\this Culiom; is /<W#, 
they have/others that idefefve to be. 
Jmtattd*. Aj for the O^f/aod 4f-, 
J$iw of th* World,' they have the 
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iip Maxims that cah be; Imagined. 
Not- to diipltate &ofejttmtky Gentle* 
men thdSi$/«, who hivepieached Co 
Jong upon ihofe <7hrearf$a*e Topics of 

have pat thar tn Prstficn which the 
Others Have - only recom Wended in 
fkeitf. i Oeiitainly nor People in the 
World receive Misfortunes, Troth left 
Mtortum i'v Let what Accidehts foever 
&/<*/ them, they comfon -themfclves 
that fon&tfeing4«»r/i , :n«ght Aproe hapH 
pen'd to theth'i' If chcy chance to 
break a £<$ or-an.^, they think 
thenafelves /uW«n*^ deata with that 
they* did' not freak thdicAte/b .• Ifi 
*Temifcft^ti^a^»*x ,ftf«ieof their: 
Ve(fel$V tliey thank He*vwi forfpart*%. 
the reft 1 ; o* 1 # *hetr fioufas^xt . burnt 
dbwn'-fy<ifite»;;^hey »e< weil enough 
pjeafed <htt*hey efcapei it tixmfclvesJ 

fdatimt they' give <thefaifelues in #*& 
/^,whk^iknotfoYrtw**M>*^pra«ais'd 
in our'eiimate. Nhoutd.^veUthis Let- 
ter to too; enorinous *i;8Jtf^ fbonM J 
prerefrd tc* fet <fowtt'fetk thofe «/fe/ai 
MajfiaiS'thjit-ar^ cftafetift'd 4iere -ftrt* 
the repofe of- human Life ' : For theo t 
lhouid be ohjiged to jfcgf a- great dealoft. 
■" V • '■■> ■ Pa- 
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Paper to acquaint you \rtth thofe jujl 
and folid Notions they 'have of Lot* 
and Honour ^ how much <'tffe¥*d6(ptft 
thefe two foolifli Cfc/wiewV, ltd how 
they laugh- at us for- paying a /irwifc 
Adoration to a brace of worthtefs Ihli 
of our o\#n making. -Befides, if the 
Hollanders cant boaft fo >*<*# a W'% 
and lb fruitful an Invention as oursj 
yet they may /Vy?/? boaft a gr*<*A»» 
Application to Buflrtefs; sTrtdraore Iri- 
doftry than We. *Tisf indeed proJigfc 
cits to obferve that a Country which 
hardly produces any tHiftgr of its own 
growth, (houldyetha^e F)eutyof att 
tftat the Univerte • <$W.r ;• wfcich & 
intirely lowing to their infinite Tradii 
and the good Constitution of their 1 
Governmint. The Limits of a Letted 
are toO cdrif&J to recount to you; f 
thdulawsf r&ittrkabU things , as th# 
Magolftdne* of the smfohouf? at d*# 
Jlerdanti ' ttfef ' fleatneft and rich Furrti^ 
tuns of theiir ft'tvirti Hcfufes, which 'aW 
exriltytoite 10 asto anfwea-one anotheW 
tfee Beauty- arid Vaft numbers of -the# 
Gmjts'\n ttiemidlt of their Streets^ 
oPibm planted wkh gr&t IVees* 
on eacli fkte (b wgttlarty , \ that a' 
SffatigeT can tfiitityi tell whether -he- 
V \ fees 
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tfeesa Qity\il>*\For<& y or a Fortfi in 
a. City.- <Tfl this I might add with, 
what ^r^as.wellfas Expedition they 
can b^fcl ( yw;a,Ship oi'aHoufe, the 
*w/Expencg and Trouble, they are at 
in keeping tfeeir £>*&*, and that vwder- 
jk/CorreipQndence whichrtheir TrafV 
fie gives them, in all the Gotten ai 
the World. In (bort* Sir* J mould 
be forcedrto write ineatirfi Volume, 
to give #au, a ( ,?etierj$Ie c Af(;<xant of 
all the f*Mg(\* of ( this.^4?.*ep»Hic, 
£ut J mayr-very. wellifpana'.ypu the 
trouble, of. my Relations,: -ftc yotf are 
in great <^iger v ,;letme fell ybu of 
meeting a. greater farfKutio^, than 
you'd exp€&> : Our worthy friend. 
Mr. £. #. 'istfoitft refolyedj fmce he's 
in the humour pf tra&llinL to make, 
t Vifit tQ Pfitmatff Swefo, F$fand t , 
and the reft of the Rlprtkerp .Countries., 
.jjowevet, I; am in good hopes we 
ftiall make the beft of our, way to Liep 
though Boijf. le^gc and fifaefiriffa and 
wjhten we ^are got fate thither we Ihall 
loon determine how to;4i%>o|^ of our 
felves. Thus, Sir, ypu :; fee itbat in- 
Jpite of„the P*oyerb> h ajniVke tQ 
leave Holland without making t»y For- 
tune tfyt^ i npith^t I tyveibeqn mpt*- 
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ing to my (elf in any Refped: to bring 
it about, but the mifchief on't is that 
I have not as yet been able to find out 
any Employment that Suits my Incli- 
nation, except it be that of teaching 
your young Wenches of about fifteen 
Gt Sixteen the French Language; with 
wftonfr their Mafte« take alllfcej^i- 
liarity you can wi<h» .and pevfwftde 
them to do every thing they have a 
jmnidtd, provide^ they tell thepflds 
due Mode and JFafhion of K France. F If 
I knew but a Utjte Dutch to introduce 
toe, , this wofiVi, be the //{# as well at 
"the mo$ agreeable my of turning t» 
Penny j butts. 'tis my Misfortune to 
be ai>}e to fpeek, no o/^r. Lghgu^tgs 
but what J |eam V of my Nur/e r and 
a few Fragments of Latin y y\\\d\ I 
picked up at 1 the College* I am forced 
to leave Holland* $s\ told ypu/Jbefc^ 
without making niy Fortune tjji^re, 
However , I can\honeilly afiure you 
that I am not uv the leaft marfifiea a; 
it, fince l(houldb$,^*/»fc/ to ftndit^ 
4*y t where eife &£ in; you^Fsfadjfcfo 
#s . feeing with the, *frw// ^infi^ity ;: 

four niofi humble - '^ 1 
: And hufi obliged Servant m 
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fythhl^ieing angry with bimftr »£ 

•' ( /% ftr th*t hh Soul bad kft him 

' tog>4*d inhabit with far. »< ■" 

/tjtO'fc jfjeavea's; fafej, Madam, 
X\ •' what 1 have f done to- you to put 
t't^lhtdfd^^/iPaflfiqrt fWaS ft*h*tt 

16 'itopatilokatk a Criirie'in me to fdl 

yobr.LSdiftip tliat my ^»/ bad quitted 

itsot&TehetiiedVtQ take up it* t&w- 

f*rs with you? Formy part I cannot fee 

wherein it fliould (bmigfetily dtffttaft 

you., tf you belteve iiothing of th* 

matter, why then ftiOuJd you be ft* 

it, arid if 'tis Jr**, that 

r of a Soul has left mefor 

ayottrftlf a God's Name. 

i it back to its old Mafter 

no Tttk-to it : for ever 

>//c has taken it to loiter 

comes fa fetdoib borne, 

no qrae to /**//& it for 

.«?&#»£ me; . Perhaps you may 

'think this Adventqte is without Ex- 
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ample, hit I : qui a/fate yoij 'tis net 
fo new as your Ladifbip irbagiries." If 
ever you had read Pliny y he wou'd have 
informed you that the Soul of one 
ffermotims ufed to abdicate his Body 
as often as the Wbimfey xqqk it, in or- 
der to divert it fclf more agreeably elfe- 
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fo acquaint ber that be hfid the goo J 
t Fortune to efiape a double Scowring 
'■' \; fix, pea'th and 'Marriage* j 
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to condemn me to' * W 5 ^. Howw 
ever* Heaven be; ipraifed, I have made 
a fhift to avoid, both thofe. B/t$*gs y 
and fince you have been always p|i§a- 
fcdt to txprefs ibme Cmcem for. my ; 
Welfare lam wi» ; enough to, JJeHeve 
'twill be fome Sattifaftio» to you to 
kamhow U/cv^<v/them. ..-;/, 
• My Feaver had. bj ought ms to, a 
very ./low Condition, v& that. I. *xpefte4- 
every moment when I (honUL tftke a 
leap in the Jark^iat which reafoni I- 
was willing to clear my Dj^before • 
I parted, andif I had ftolen aev thing* 
from any of my Neighbours,^ bontfL* 
ly xottfiort it, that J might not ,pe> 
W&atrafs'J'w my Journey to. the vtfer 
world. Immediately I remember 'd that 
I had read in Tome of our. Qafuifts, 
(perhaps it was St. -d^tin^ Mbwon't 
be pofitive) that to fotf was nothing 
elfc but to tate away (omethmg; that 
belonged to our Neighbour, winhpuf. 
his Lonfm: Upon which account- rcr, 
merobring that 1 bad JhUn certain v^r, 
lutkb. Goods from . your pretty. Cpfio 
Beljmi* without?, her leave, my poor; 
Qwfficmn flew in toy/**, anda&eoV 
the part of a £*ty. , This (CopfideFp-' 
$ipn, jnihorfo.fo. farMl ajarmfjjme,, 

that 
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th>t : 3tis impofliblc to tell you what 
Jgtpiefl lay under; ;(o that being fol- 
ly rtfolved -to' make! rbftimh* of all 
tW ve*y moment, I asked myCori- 
fetfbr," a grave <»/wJ»r< PiSar of the ' 
Chuicti, 'Whether he uWd gi*e him- - 
feif the tfoable to take into his Gu- 
(tody a few things J had J?'/** from si 
ttitaln Perfon, and deliver them to 
their ptohet Outer, Hie old Gentle- 
maftOte^joy'd td Aid fo pious a;Difc 
pofitftR' in me, made anfwer that he 
' wotfd'dfrfc With all &***»•/. Upon 
this I jme tarn a little Purfe which f 
wow "about my Neck in nature of a 
ReticbGafo, wherein he found a La- 
dy's Ptaut* in Miniature, thtee ted 
Ribfe6ris,andalL(id4etof Hair. When 
my veteTaWe Spavte Taw this, tv**^, 
<:», *ri«J he* if 'you b*\>t bee* gurlty 
op'w*<ofh§r Tktfty mitt trouble your 
felfntwtthe mdtw ; 7tm it a facta* 
mo^^tmrJr^ti, **dmy Uf* ft 
jrritoy mifav&rife&yiJgmturagamJl 

jo* !•■}$;$»* PatM t - Atd I to him, 
ttiriy ni/&'f*8 PovHaff allow * for /&»* 
JhiefiMtbfrg <f >a *ftoufand ****Jr a 
grt^rwiuSttMu'thu:- •■ How my dear* 
Gbity'-'ftid h^twuding up. his Wh)s« 
y&ti au*ft ; ^idiciou%, -• and what, esq! 
• J ' that 
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that be. 'Tis ahfwerM J, what both 
the Indies cannot purchafe, 'las what 
would pay xhtgteatoft Monarch's Ran* 
fom upon Earth, and I mufc'Jbegyou 
to< reftore it With the oikei* things. . 
That jet* may foifurt »/, ToitagttidH, re- , 
pifed our $efuplo*lrawer, for wkatfap 
one of the trighfeji- Luminarim of the 
Latin Cknrch^Kafl toUitur peicatum nifi 
rtjlituatkr abtmm-: Which forryour 
Ladiftip's Edification I thui franflatei 

.f :^ .•;!■. . - '■■3 ••; 

s'Jfjvu refiot* ntf what you fittie^ 
Old Nick $ti\hunty*« to * Gm/j 

With that, ?n fpight of my Weaknefs, 
P jumpy out oF bed, took old £<vAr- 
Jiaflieus by the Beard, and gave him 
ten or a dozen hearty Bnfes % and tie*; 
fired him' to n^far* them to yoW'OK 
-fm£*JW«. r< Akho'myftelatiOdSjthttt^ 
flood found my -bed, wewufl Tears to ! 
fee me fo nea* my - lift Bxtf t ! y«P theyo 
could not forbedf- la*g&*g'& X&ridi*; 
cHloufi Scene, 1 "nay even the gooi^*: 
/-8W* htmfelf no^aiihis^wi/jitofind; 
rae 'troubfedf %ithJ|b^ merr/Vtletaotfe 
prConfcien$£ ; However,»tb-'OOuipoie<. 
my afMed Spirit,- -h» proffltftii ^wr* 
b*S*cenhitfr&. botbt^/ii^'indr. 
*■»•' thff 
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i&*Kijfet Ihould be : /faithfully rjeflprrf 
to their right Omer. : When they had 
giv«0 .VM.. Satis faitm, in .this /w^«? 
tsttt :pdkt$i< I gave one ©f my. Bro- 
thers* Will IhadmadeaJittle before; 
and intreated him, that, if he had a- 
oy KJuU»tfs for me, he wqu d take care 
to fee two Articles; of it performed: 
Theiirft was, to bury the B«x t where* 
in Jjwferve your Letters, in the fittnei 
Coftii.with myfetf j>,«nc|: the fecond, 
to go to /&»///', ask her for my Heart, 
and deliver it .to Madam,— « — ~\to 
whom it frightfully Jbeloags,. , ,1 Jifce- 
wife bethought miy felf of fome finall 
nutters I» ha* ftoiea -foams frltf^ ,&#!• 
accordingly communicaR^thefe Scru-i 
pl«!tamy;i^$-<&nfejbrv . $ut;,af-; 
terJ bad 'gtan ,h*majM^cQU9t of T 
the.>*fo^e (AnTair, . he Jw(y. told, me, 
dttfrfine»ir,h«d rode fq mnyfnut&ft , 
5far«j»lor for- faks, qWfd fomany 
/wjwrjp? attendance after lie'«K thrown a- ; 
wayxfo^many.^jfi and fcpen, at, the 
e/cpette>$$ <o many $*«*-* 9go» her ac T . 
count, •!< had bovtffydefarvd * letter 
reward than a Patch* bg*,; , a Xootl i T ■. 
ptckqrfiJ&id « final! £ar -ring . amtuntcd 
to, and therefore ©fled no* ^^wf my 
fetf up^lhajti iQW -Ilms you fe$, 
. -.' Ma- 
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Madam, what a world of care I took 
to discharge my Cokfdence, tHat I might 
flr*p off like !a- good CMftlak.f '■ Butf, 
as it happen'aV'I might ; bave:/2to<f* my 
felf the trouble of making ail this/r*- 
paration^ for Heaven contested 'it felf 
to iee me put all in readinefs for this 
unwelcome V.W$e, without carrying 
matters' any /farther. "In fhort,..jnv 
Feaver abated* and I began to perceive 
fome fdunT gfimpfe ? of a Recovery. 
'Twas at this critical Juncture, when 
my Relations, intending, I iiippofe, 
to take their Advantage^ of my Weak- 
uefs t which had not as yet wholy left 
me, propofed l.faatch to me, and I, 
to convince you that I was not yet 
fuhy recovered, in fome manner. coqr 
Jented to their' Propofal j buf no foort- 
er did Ifinxj my felf xriftaiu "fal that is, 
re-eftablifh'd in perfect health 9/ Mind 
. m BoayT'bi&t nook care" to^efcaic the 
|JB^fr>i/^c^7r^<heyha^ laid for me, 
1 aW made 'tKSfcefl of mf way to Paris, 
iivherA I AnTa* p^fentj tut cannot /*// 
«#otf i6 wh^aeS*} foallW&x* next. 
<MwWeVt»l Uovo, -Mkaamj that 
?Hft my 2>3%\a^ me4#wfwt'part 
r J# the Wk>i^/i#^^nitaf'mvib- 
•4felyi^dfeW€ mi'-FrknMh' flinch 1 1 
OI have 
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have/iw/* to yoM v and that oothing 
.can gjiye «^e greatet fatitfafifott thaq 
to find by ypynj Letters, tl#t you mat* 



• flfdctaitk 
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^ay^. I^t-^oy with a io^i 
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&. $he hano^of, ?k4& 
\\ py Vf^-Mtidfctf J?H»o»» 

?y° u «*a#*M ** l*k&,im. fcfc 

.iut^pf^haye ho%,p|ttt jity Deffgfi 
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to determine what fort of Death to 
pitch upon. At firft I had an Inclina- 
tion to imitate the late Celadon of amo- 
rous Memory, and plunge headlong in- 
to the River ; but then I was afraid left 
the Water would carry me to fhe Banks 
as well as him, and the companionate 
Nymphs fave me incite of my teeth* 
Then the Fancy took me in the head 
to go and decently hang my felf before 
your Door, and copy the Example 
of Jphis, who is the firft Lover upon 
Record that brought a Halter into re- 
putation^ but I confider'd upon fecond 
thoughts, that it wou'd eternally re- 
fletl upon your Family, fhould 1 make 
a Gallows of your Door ; and befides, 
hanging is a fcurvy fort of death, 
to which I have had an averfion 
from my Cradle. In the next place 
I thought of poifoning my felf, but 
foon laid it afide, believing that ?oi- 
fon was no more able to difpatch me 
than Mithridates in the days of yore, 
fince I had made it in a manner familiar 
to me by being fo long accuftomd to it ; 
for mind me,Madam,having fed fo ma- 
ny Years upon Fear, Defpair, and Me* 
/ancholy,which are the rankeft and moft 
violent Poifons in nature, and all this 
X with- 
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without any prejudice to my Perfon, 
I think \ may fafely conclude, that I 
may venture now to take a fmall dole 
of ' Arfenic or Antimony, aod yet do 
my ielf no harm. After this I be- 
thought my felf, that to pierce my 
Heart with a Dagger was as pretty 
ao Expedient as a Man in my Cir- 
cumftances cou'd voifh, but when I re^ 
flexed that Lucretia had ended her 
days with a piece of cold Iron, I foon 
abandon d my defign; for why the 
plague fliould I pitch upon that fort 
of death which a foolijb Woman for- 
merly chofe, who died out of madnefi 
far having committed that very A- 
c^ion, which it makes me ftavk mad 
that I have never yet been fo fortunate 
as to commit : And therefore fijice my 
Dtfpair proceeded not from the fame 
Motive as that of the undifcreet Lu- 
cretia, what reafon had I to chufe the 
fa«ie Defiiny} In Ihort, I /pent tlie 
whoJe Night in cwfijering of this Af- 
fair, but cou'd come to no final Refo- 
ld tiofl. Now, Madam, I wou'd not 
have you think that the^r of dying 
lias k inder V me all this while, no, 'tis 
. the mamer of doing it which has gi- 
ves me all my Uneafinefs ; for to un- 
load 
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load my Confcience to yoii all at once, 
fince I have found fo many Plagues and 
Cr^t; in my ///*, I wou'd by my good 
will taft a little Fleafure at my death. 
And this, Madam, I might expe# to 
find, cou'dl puf a certain thought, that 
has fuddertly come into my head,in ex* 
ecution • which is, my /<iir</? Creature, 
to*//* between thy Arms, to expire 
upon thy Bofom, to befit/led with thy 
Kifles, and /mother d with thy Erpbra- 
ces. I am very well fatisfied, before 
I have made the Experiment, that 
there is nothing of that Horror in this 
fort of death, as there is in drowning, 
hanging, and the like. Oblige me there- 
fore fo far as to let me die in this 
manner, for fince you ire refolved 
upon my death, what fignifies it whe- 
ther it be given me with Pain or Plea* 
fare i 
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ToMonJieur deC — Captain in the 
(Regiment of — 

Upon the Conclufion of the War between 
France and Spain in the Teat 1660. 
by the Treaty of the Pyrenees. 

THIS comes to tell you, tho* I 
know you'll curfe me for my 
News, that you muft now refolve to 
live, whether you will or no. la 
fhort, the Peace was yefterday conclu- 
ded, and in a few days will be pro- 
claimed all over the Kingdom. Ill 
allow a Gentleman of your Gallantry 
to be angry at it, but 'tis no little Cw- 
folation to us worthlejs Fellows,that we 
are going to enjoy the Fruits of Peace 
and Tranquillity , which the confounded 
Noife of Drums and Trumpets has fo 
long interrupted. With the reft of 
his Majefly's good Subjefts I have my, 
part in the publick 3^y, yet at the 
fame time feel one that is particular to 
my felf, when I confider that I have 

no- 
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nothing more now to fear from your 
bravery, and that your Life is no lon- 
ger a Ward to your Courage. The 
Devil take the Guardian, fay 1, that 
fhows fofmatl a concern for the pre- 
fervation of his Ward. Well, I wou'd 
not for a greater Sum t^an I am willing 
to mention here , have veniurd my 
Life upon the fame bottom with yours 
in any of the late Engagements, A 
Man that had feen how you expofed 
your felf upon every occafion, woud 
have /worn your Life was a burden to 
you, and that it cofi your Father and 
Mother no Pains to beget you. Had 
the Mufquet- balls been nothing but fo 
many PaftiSs or perfumed Eggs, you - 
cou'd not have march'd with more a- 
lacrity into the Trenches. 'Twas to 
no purpofe 1 remonftrated to you that 
your Life was worth the preferving, 
that there was no great leachery in 
having ones Brains examinM by a Ca- 
non-ball, and that your Father, as a- 
ble and experienc'd a Workman as he is, 
might belabour the matrimonial Anvil 
a dozen and a dozen times to that, be- 
fore he cou'd hammer out fuch another 
chopping Youth as your felf j for in 
(hort; all Advice of this nature was 
X \ thrown 
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thrown away ubonyou. MMted by that 
fgnis fatuui call'd GalUttttry, you belie* 
ved me to be an Eriemy to ybur G/rf- 
ff , and thought a Son of Mats 
ought to defpife the Counfel that time 
from (o cowardly a Principle as Difcre* 
tion 4 I own indeed you took the dtreH 
Road to get a Marefehal s Zfctf**, but 
alas, where one Man arrive to his 
Journeys end , how many thoufond 
drop fkort by the way ! In my opinion 
now a Man that fets Honour always 
tefore his Eyes, ought now and theft 
to look behind hirtl, and reflet upon 
the dangers that attend it : You Gen- 
tlemen in rethink a Man is Only 
born to be knock* d in the Bead, but 
We of a more peaceable Cloth arfe well 
enough content to be dt [appointed df 
thofe Honours. Now, as I humbly 
take it, this fantajlic Idol of yottte, 
this fpoilfr of fine Shapes, this Lover 
of Blood-fhed, Valour I mean, is the 
great eft Cfrfe thata Mah can bring mt% 
him into the World j for which reafon 
I thank my Maker duly every Morn* 
ing for not bellowing this fatal Ta- 
lent uppn me. To deal plainly wkh 
you, I was never any great Admiret 
, either of Alexander* $ or Cafars Ok* 

' *y 
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ry, which was purchafed by the £fe- 
folation of fo many jhurifbing Pro- 
vinces, and the Slaughter of fo many 
innocent Wretches. Thefe and the 
like Calamities have too long over-run 
all France, but flow their Reigr 11s over, 
the Lord be praifed, and we fliall fee 
no more of them ; for I tnuft once 
more tell you, tho I difpleafe you ne- 
ver fo much, that the Peace is conclu- 
ded, and that I have no other War 
now to apprehend for you, but that 
which your Mtfrefs is refolved to 
declare againftyou at your return. 

Yefterday land four of my Friends 
cnter'd Fmtarabia, where the late 
Prince of Condi cou'd not get En- 
trance at the head of ten thoufafld 
Men. Miftake me not, Sir, as if I 
told you this with an Intention to 
magnify my Bravery ; No, "as one 
of the bUffed eifeas of the Peace : 
And to convince you that tis fo with 
«« I muft inform you that we live 
kithe ftrideft Amity imaginable with 
thofe worthy Gentlemen tlie Spaniard*, 
who are dot fuch ill-favoured Devils 
as we ufed to paint them, but treat 
us with Rofa-folis, Wine, and Cho- 
colate as lovingly as if we had tum- 
X 4 blec * 
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bled in the fame Belly with them, and 
not a Soldier of their Nation been kil- 
led in any of the late Actions. They 
are a civil* well-bfed People, as I hope 
to be faved, and the Duce take me if 
I don't love them heartily, becaufe 
they carry no Gall nor Rancour about 
them : Not but that you may hear 
them complain now and then, one of 
having loft a Son, another a Brother, 
and a third a Relation* either in Flan* 
ders, Catalonia or Italy. But this is 
nothing, the complaining fit is foon o- 
ver with them, and to repair the Lodes 
they have fuftained, wou d be content 
with all their Hearts, that a iufficient 
Number of our allefi Troops were 
fent into Spain to beget as many Chil- 
dren upon their Women as they loft 
Soldiers in the W^r. All our Politici- 
ans here are of Opinion that this 
is one of the principal Articles of 
the Treaty, and that for this pur- 
pose abundance of the ableft Mathema- 
ticians in Europe will be employed to 
compute how many Men thz Spaniards 
have loft, to a jtngle Centinel, fince 
the falling out of the two Nations. 
As for me, I think it %he mod reafo- 
ttable Propofal in the World, and fince 
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I have not had the Honour to be 
employed by his Majcfty in his Wars, 
am very willing to ferve him upon this 
Occafon, for which Reafon I will ufe 
all my Intereft at Court to procure 
me a Company in one of thefe Regi- 
ments. v 

Well, certainly this is the merrieft 
Country in the Univerfe. The Chil- 
dren here can dance before they can 
fpeak, and cry for a Guitarre more im- 
patiently than they do for the fucking 
Bottle. Their Mirth begins With their 
Life, and never concludes but with it : 
Nay, their very Priefts have their 
lhare of it, as well as the reft of their 
Flock, and f have obferved that at all 
their Weddings and Merry-makings 
the Par/on is the Man who conftantly 
leads up the Dance. But of all their 
commendable Cuftoms, that which I 
mft love them fdr, and all the World 
•in my opinion ought to imitate, is, 
that there is a Probation/hip here in 
choofing a Wife^ as well as in taking 
the Monaftic State upon one. After 
they have consummated for a Twelve- 
month together, if Joan does not like 
Johns Abilities, or John is fcandalized 
at Joans Capacity, they are at liberty 
*<•'-;. to 
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Vbpirt, ao^ a young WenCT^bat his 
had half a dozen fuch Husbands one 
after another y carries her Head as higfr 
as the modefiefi She in the Parife* afld 
nobody dares fay &#* is her Eye. 
Well ! bow happy a Place would Frame 
be, were thisrigibtawj Fafhion ohfervtd 
. in all its Provinces. 

Before I contude this Letter, gfre 
me leave to acquaint you wkh an odd 
Accident that has happened upon 
thefe Co aft s , and which perhaps it 
lhay not be improper to recount to 
you. Not many days ago a poor 
Whale j having heard without queftion 
that the Peace was concluded between 
the two Crowns, and poflefs'd with 
a laudable Quriojity i to fee two Nati- 
ons united \ which had fo taifcrably 
infejled one another in the late War, 
imagined he might come irtto thefe 
Seas without any detriment or molefta- 
thn to his Princely Perfon ; for which 
reafon he left his native Shores of 
, Norway oxGreenland y to affifl at fo il- 
luftrious a Reconciliation^ and carry 
the happy News throughout all Nep- 
tt$ne% Dominions : But the toorthy 
Tars of this Place , who under * 
ftand neither Rhyme nor Reafon 9 hap 

viug 
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virtg no regard to the Afttefes of 
Tedte^ nor yet td the Rales of Hofpi* 
tdtty , that are every where fatred s 
no fdofier few this high and mighty 
P6temate Appear upon their Coaffs, but 
like a parcel of Raskals, without any 
formal Declaration of War, or the 
leaft Affront from his Northern High- 
nefs, they attacqud him with all the 
/^ of the River, not Gonfidirinff 
that two to one is every where odds 
as well by Watery as Land, manrid 
cut a hundred Boats againft him, 
and brought him in a triumphant man- 
lier into the Harbour. You know 
how corrupt the Courts of Admiralty 
are over all Chriftendom, and what little 
&?/£<?# is paid to the jLw of tfati* 
ons, where the Idngeft Sword puts in 
its PretettfiOns. Irt Abort, they decla- 
red him good Prize, and made a Prefect 
df him to Cardinal Mazarine, who 
either put of good Husbandry, becaufe 
he knew it wotfd require fo many Tuns 
of Butter to fry him in, or for fome 
other keafon beft known to himfelf, 
wou'd not keep him, but fent him to ' 

Don Louis de tiaro, who out of revenge 
fends his Excellence every Week two 
Mules laden with Ice**' — ^ But f have 

tref- 
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trefpafs'd too much upon your fatt- 
ened Send me Word in your next 
when we may expett you in thefe 
Parts, and be aflured that none of your 
Friends wifties your coming with more 
Impatience than 

St John de luz. Tour mofl bumble, &c. 



A Billet from a Lady. 

Wherein Jbe defires him to help her to a 
Songfbe had forgotten. 

I Remember that Yeftejrday towards 
the Evening I heard a Sonnet or 
Madrigal, I cannot tell you which 
of the two it was, repeated tq me by 
I don't know who or where; But this 
I remember full well, that it was one 
of the prettiefl Fancies I wet* beard 
in all my Life. This treacherous Me- 
mory of mine has unhappily loft it, 
by the fame token, I have puzzled 
ray Brain , to no purpofe, all this 
Morning , in hopes to recover it. 
Prithee favour me fo far as to try 

whe- 
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whether you can retrieve it in yours, 
for I flball have occafion to (how it 
in certain Company to Night, where 
it will be very acceptable. I can give 
you no other Marks to kfiow it by f 
but that it talks of Cupid's having 
been of feveral Trades, but what thole 
Trades were, the Lord of Oxford knows 
for me, and concludes with this Line, 
or fomething like it. 

Where he flops up one hole, he leaves 
a fcore in the room. 

If your Memory can't help you to it, 
I exped your Mufe (hould fupply the 
defeft of it, and fend me before Even- 
ing either the Song I have forgotten, or 
one of your own upon the fame Suh- 
jettfvW as good as the other. Farewell. 



'the, Anfuyr. 

Madam, 

I Have not the leaft Idea of the Ma- 
drigal or Sonnet you write to me 
for, and indeed how fhould I > My 
Memory can't help me to't, for to 
the left of my remembrance it was 

never 
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never intri$ed with it. As for my Mufti* 
I have taken a great deal of Pains with 
hertoputberin a gW Humour,' and 
perfwade hex to comply with your Com- 
mands : Beftdes that me bates nothing 
" fo much as to write upon OmPulfion, 
Die told me very bluntly that flie lay 
under no Obligation to pay the Pebtt 
of your Memory, or gratify a Lady s 
Demands that cou'd forget a 'fine piece 
of Poetry fo eafily. You muft own, 
Madam, that (he had fome reafon for 
what (he faid j for fince you have loft 
f © charming a Song as this laft appear; 
to have been by your concern for it, 
how ean it bp imagined that you Should 
- take any care to preferve fuch foolifti 
Words as mine ? At firft indeed I was 
of her Opinion , but upon fee W 
Thoughts both alter 'd i#y <w* Mind 
and hers alfo, by reprefenting to her, 
that you cou'd not oblige her more 
effectually than by forgetting her Verfes^ 
fince at the fame time you would 
forget her -blind fide. Upon this Co»- 
fideratien (he niade the following <&*/- 
/«/ I now fend you, for I can't find icy 
my heart to give it a better Name, 
w herein (he has endeavoured to fpllpw 
the £/W£)ire&ion$ you gave her t *s 
. T -v§i| as 'twas pofible. G#- 
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Cupid tum'd Tinker. 

CO 

Fair Verms they fay 

On & rainy lleak day, 
Thus fent her Child Cupid a packing* 

4C Get thee gone from my Door 

" Like a Son of a Whore, (ing. 
" And elfewkcreftand bouncing and track* 

(%) 
to tell the plain truth, 
Our little blind To^th (Sir: 

Beat the hoof a longyhile up and domt, 
Till all dangers paft, 
By good Fortune, at lafl 
Heftumbled into a great Town^ Sir. 

n a ,<*> 

T fan Jtraigbt to himfelf 

Crys this tiny fly Elf, 

Since begging brings little relief, Sir :■ 

A Trade Vll commence 

That {hull bring in the Fence, 

Andftraighthefetupfer a Thief \ Sir. „ 

V (4) 
At Play-houfe and Kirk, 

Where heflily did lur\, (People, 
Heftole Hearts both from young and old v 

'Till at lift, fays my Song, 

He had like to havefwung 
On a Gallows as high as a Steeple. ($) 
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(5) . M 
Then with Arrows andBovo 

He a Soldier muft go, (jng. 

And Jlraight he Jhot Folks without Warn* 
He thought it no Sin 
When his hand once was in. 

To kill you a hundred his Morning. 

CO 
When he found that he made 

Little Gains by this Trade • 
What does our fly gracelefs Blinker , 

But Jlraight changd his Note 

As well as his Coat, 
And needs he muft pafs for a Tinker. 

. <*> 

Have yo any Hearts to mend , 
Come Til be your Friend, 

Or elfe lexpeEt not a Farthing : 
Tho they re bnrnt to a Coal^ 
Vllfoon make 'em whole j 

And Maids, is not this a fair Bargain ? 

, C8) 
But Maids, have a Care, 
Of this Tinker beware (out. 

Shun the Rogue, tho' he fets fuch a face 
Where he flops up one hole, 
'Tis true by my Soul, 
He'll atleafl leave a fcore in the place 

(on't. 

Be- 
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Before I part with your Ladiftip I 
cannot but remind vou of your accu- 
sing me in your laft with being the 
moft faithlefs Lover upon Earth. A 
hideous charge! were it true, but Hea- 
ven be praifed, 'twill give me no great 
Trouble to juftify my telf, tho* in ma* 
king this Juftification 1 ihall be forced 
to advance certain Dotlrine which is 
not commonly received. I am per- 
fwaded, Madam, that there can be 
no greater Fidelity in the World than 
to Jkm it to feveral People at the fame 
time. When a Man has promis'd it 
but to one Miftrefs, he needs no 
mighty Stock of it to keep his Word 
with her. But when he inws Fideli- 
ty to fome ten or twelve Bona Robas 
at once, he ought in my Opinion to 
he plentifully farniftied with this pre- 
cious Commodity, to enable him to 
acquit himlelf of his Promife. As 
for my felf, Madanj, I can honeftly boaft 
that I am poflcfs'd or this happy Ta- 
lent, and am the faithfuBeft Man li- 
ving to half a dozen Mijlrijfes at this 
prelent Writing. 



¥ In 
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In all Loves Dominions I challenge the 

Boy, 
To Jhoto fuch a forward frank Lover as L 
So faithful and true where my Promife 

At the frfifofincere, andfo warm at the 

laft. 
Imprimis, Tvefworn true Allegiance to 

PhilLs. 
And the fame I have done to divine 

Ainarillis : 
Then to Caelia the fair I my Heart did 

refign, 
Next I laid down the trifle at Irisx 

fhrine. 
Califta then gently put in for the Prize, 
Nor did the Coy Sylvia my Offering de- 

fpifi- 
But now you U enquire can they all quar- 
ter there ^ 
Why Madam my Heart's large enough 
t never fear. 

There's room for my Phillis, 
^Andfoft Amarillis .• 
And Cselia the fair, 1 

Who need not defpair . r 

Of a good Lodging there : * 

VVith Iris, Califta, and Sylvia bejide. 
7"f$^ Madam, this aft by Experience f*ve 
tryd. S* 



Digitized by VjOOQlC . 



Entertaining SubjeBs. 3*9 

So large is the place, and fo plenteous 

my Store, 
I with cafe can provide for fix Mifireffes 

more. 
Nay, if you diftrufi me, e'en fend tne a 
fibre. 

I don't know what your Ladiflrip 
will lay to thefe heretical Principles, 
but you may be (atisfied I firmly he* I 

tieve them, having made this Confef- 
Jim to you, not only \wVerfe, but in 
the Sincerity of Profe, in which I 
beg leave to ajfure you that I am with 
the utmoft refped, 

Madam, 

Tour trwfi obedient, &c« 



To a Lady who defired him to draw 
the Char after of his Qfyal. 

Madam, 

YOU are certainly the mod in- 
genious Woman in the World at 
tormenting of your humble Servants, 
Y % fo 
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fo that 'tis really a great deal of Pity 
you had not been Daughter or Wife to 
one of thofe Emperors who took fo 
much delight in inventing new Tuntfh* 
mentt to perfecute the poor Cbrifli- 
ans. How nobly had you fucceeded 
in that glorious Employment , and 
what Pleafure wou'd it have been to 
your good-natured Daddy, or Husband 
to fee the ftnitfnlnejs of your Inven- 
tion ? All the Tortures , the Gibbets and 
Racks of thoie famous Tyrants had 
been nothing but down-right Sport awl 
pjjtime, if compar'dtothe Torments 
which yoxxrjertite Genius wou'd have 
found out. Have I not Sufficient rea- 
ion, Madam, to entertain this Opini- 
on of your Cruelty, fince I have found 
to my efiji how dextrous you are in 
perjecuting your Subjects ? Is it pq/Ii- 
ble to devife a more emphatical Punilh- 
xnent than to oblige a Man to write 
the Panegyric ofr his Rival? And 
yet you have iwpofed this cruel Mr- 
cefityupon me. Since Adonis hzs the 
good Portune, 1 won't iay the Merit* 
to appear lovely in: your Eyes, you 
mud £'en lay your Commands upon me 
to draw him as fuch y and charge me 
not to let Envy or Jealonjy have the 

fcaft 
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leaft hand in his Piflure, Nay, what" 
is more, youexped I (hould flatter his 
Defeds, &ndfetoffb\s good Qualities. 
This, as I take it, is What you require 
me to do in order to pleafe you ; but, 4 
Madam, is it poflible I fliould pleafe 
yon and my felf at the fame time? I 
need not inform you fure what a Ittor-, 
tijication it is to praife ones Rival even 
for his Perfections,- what muft it be 
then, to be forced to tell lies in his 
Favour. Do you believe that becaufe 
you are charm d with his Merits, 1; 
muft bcfo too, or becaufe you have ^ 
been pleafed to make him your tdol^ 
that I trm&fall down and wor(hip him [ 
in my turn ? I appeal now to your 
Ladifmp, whether you did not give* 
me %'pt0 Provocation to compare you; 
to thole ancient Tyrants that pcrfecu- 
tedthe poor Chriftianr. becaufe they 
woud not adore falfe Deities ; for 
don't you exercife the fame fnjujlke, 
againft IT~ N D "~ * U! ~ is nothing, you 
are my iS I tho it goes ne- 

ver fortu e Grain, I muft 

ehey\ nei fcruple to facri- 

Jfce my is , tiiat I may 

promote yours. For this Reafon I Will 
irnttiedfitely take my Pencil in Hand 
Y } to 
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to draw tije PiSun pf your 4>ek>ved 
Adonis and ufe all imaginable Precau- 
tion that neither Envy nor Jeahtfy 
(hall be concern Via tempering the CV 

Adonis is welMbaped andqfarai- 
finable Stature. /Tis tree* fogie .Peo- 
ple think him fomewhat of the Utpjl, 
but what of all that? 'tis ratJb^ an 
Advantage than any Prejudice ; to him, 
(ince.no Man can call hio} a grfof 
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Miracle were it 1 other wife, for to my 
certain Knowledge he ows the Devil 
and all for Cofmetics and Waihes, 
(crabs and lathers his Phyz mod **- 
mercifully^ and. bellows fome half a 
dozeq of Waft-batts upon it every 
Mproing. His Eyes are blew and rowl~ 
ing, 'tis tree they are fomewhat heavy 
1xi$ t dull f but then 'tis to beconfider'd 
they are mly fo in your Preface, and 
iphat Vender is it, Madam, if when 
tbe£*ft (hines in its Meridian bright- 
n?fs, the lefler Stars difappear i His Eye* . 
firowf are fair, but over large, and fome* 
fjwhat Sarace$h\ik% I mean, when the 
Tweezers have not play f d their part, for 
yikxoii reafon,I wonder at the Impudence 
of hi$;Enemies,who pretend that he has 
an effeminate Face; Whether Nature 
wp«in;a liberal Vein when fhe beftow'cj 
£ Head of Hair upon him, I cannot 
refiilve you, as not being able to judge 
^f ft through his Periwig, but this I 
apt ajfured of, that fhe Ihew'dherfelf 
extreanily frugal when the gave him &, 
Beard ; 1 fay, Madam, ejrtreamly/r^ 
gfih f<?r had (be given him one Hair 
iefs) ilje had mnd his Beard to all In- 
tfpts 4nd Pwppfes. But blejftd be 
^eiajhion which extends its Empire 
I, ¥ 4 over 
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over'our Beards as well as our Habits, 
Adonis has juft omg& for his prefent o<s 
caTion. His Nofe is not to be play V upon, 
becaufe 'tis fomewhat of the /tor/*/? 
winch may be the pfaftcal reafon, per- 
haps, why he does not fmeU things 
at a difiance. His Cheeks are rhddy 
and fanguine, and .indeed well may 
they hufh to be placed fo near a 
Mouth that fpeaks nothing but Abfnr<- 
dities. In fliort, the Turn of his Face 
feems to promije no mighty flock of 

• fntelleduak, but who4kaows but his 
Soul is an errant Hypocrite, and con* 
ccjH it felf on purpoie to Jurpri&'aii 
the World, when it makes ksfirft Ap- 
pearand >, As for the qualities of feis 
Body, 'tis certain he polfeflesthemto 
advantage : He is a profound Critic 
in his Clothes, and tho' lie duly en> 
ploys half a icorc hours every morn*, 
ing before his Toilette and Looking, 
glais, yet it cannot be pretended that 
he beitows them to no purpofe. He 
dances to perfe&ion, fo that one may 

, v\thiHJli« fay of him, that if he has 

• no Mercury in his Brains, he has er 
jouoh ia his Heels. He makes a good 
%ure on horfeback, I cannot deny it, 
Wiio t{?e laft time J had the honour 

©f 
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of your company, received an un- 
lucky fall from my Horfe, which be af- 
terwards mounted before you, and mm- 
ffigft/with an extraordinary goodgrace. 
I remember it full as well as if it were 
but yeiterday, how plentifully you 
laughed at my misfortune, and what 
migh 
upon 
the/ 

of S) 

perlu 

tetlig 

nis. 

thing 

fraid 

and! 

haza 
porta 
fufio 
Dirt, 
Fidle 
with 
is/r< 
thinj 

they 
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thtyfpctf. JJe.is no Lyp } and ail 
that know him vyitt dplum, die jufticc 
tti ilear him jfpm. that Imitation, 

for 'there wgnjsla great deal of #7/ 

t 



r^.i 
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fame fime, C*li/ta % we muft oWtr th**l 
you have principally contributed fed <fii; 
this /&wr i* him, by heaping your 
Favours fo prditfely vtf6n him, tfiwtt 
that 'tis pardmuMe ifl a Man to '4e»< 
ceive him[<lf y aftetf lie* has deceiv'dta* 
If man of your wit. As for his Itev 
votion y 'tis Agreed on all, hands that in. 
muft needs be very g*e*t* for heine-; 
ver fails of fbewing his fine Perfoo *t , 
Qhwrch whenjw* are there* which js aSf 
much as to lay, he goes, thither ,*«yv 
</#**. He is as d$r#t j*"»*Mtit:Jto 
h^ Condition well; d*kibct> .. aad \ftH 
before ^4/fr iwtrf {jH^uto^:!opv*rt 
rqxwd froi^ jyou. . Is Ab« ordinary] 
Cbowa&tfoiiv^ oncintfi 

il^OAic^^vJiat^^ that* finoftt 
hf is b i«. happy ,s» to #W* pftr »n&i 
you *&** are all tfasWrlartthhaoa 
One cannot fay without grofsly flat- 
tering him, that he rallies, agreeably, 
but the Reafon is, becaufe all Raillery 
is downright' StaKfer-* atfd Slander 
furely is below a Gentleman of his 
extraordinary worth. He tells his Sto- 
ries with a very ill grace % and teazes 
all thofe People to death whom he 
cjqfigns to divert with them ; but tell 
me after all, what mighty honour is it 

for 
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for a Man to be a good Stery»teller % 
iff plain Englijb, a good Buffoon* 

Add now, Caltfia^ I have finifhed 
the Pi&ure of your dear ^A/mrir as 
well as I was able. I am afraid you'll 
not think it altogether fo charming as 
the Original; but I find my felf oblig'd 
itt Go*Jcince to inform you that Love 
is a mod deceitful Painter, upon which 
account 'tis not fife always to believe 
the reprefentations of fo known a 
fUtUttr. Perhaps too my Jcalo$tfy t 
whatever cafe I took to kinder it from 
having any hand in this affair, has 
not ficmded your Intention. Well, 
beit fo then- However, I dare af- 
ftre you* Catifta, that my Jeaktfy is 
much more jufi than your Lute, and 
better jr**?; how to draw Pidhires af- 
ter the life, iam ' 



Madam, 



> 



Tour mofl oUdicnt Veffal, &c. 



7* 
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To Mrs. Elizabetj^Handy my Lfr 
dy< 's Gentlewoman., 

Dear Betty, 

I N C E you have promised to c$*~ 
^ fider mc for drawing your K- 
dure, and to btjnjier than your Mi* 
ftrefs, who has not as yet paid me a 
farthing for drawing hers, and a thou* 
fand other Services I have done her in 
my time; lam willing to gratify your 
defire, and paint you with all the little 
Art I am Mailer of. At the fame time 

1 may without vanity affirm that your 
Pidhire will be a truer and more /*//&• 
ed Piece than hers, fmce you don't ex- 
ped I ftiould flatter you; vfor which 
reafon youmuftnot take it ///of me, 
if I tell you without farther Ceremony 
that you are not band/owe. Should 
I ufe this Freedom with your Miftrefs, 
tho* I have the truth never fo much 
on my fide, (he wou'd call me all the 
vile Names under the Sun; but I 
know I an? talking to j*m % whom I 

fear 
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fear lefs than her, by the fame token I 
love you a great deal better. 

Once more then I mud tell thee, my 
deareft Betty y that thou art not hand- 
fonte, but then I &fy the Devil him* 
felf to fay thou art deformed. No, 
no, my dear Child, thou haft a fiat- 
ling roguy Air, and a certain Je ne 
fcay quoy which our jlnefi Ladies ate 
often without, andiets all the Spring 
of Nature in Motion as often as I think 
qn't. Thy Complexion is brown, and 
none of the clcareft.lhy Eye trows are 
as blacky a Coal, and by the affiftance 
of Art wonderfully becoming. Thy 
Uqfe is a little fw-*Vup, which is an 
infallible S/g#, dear Rogue, that thou 
att.a Lover of the Mathematics. Thy 
Mouth is fomewhat of the largeft, but 
then to make thee amends, 'tis fo pro- 
per ipr a Man's Tongue to wanton in. 
Then thy Teeth are as regular as the 
Pal^ade before thy Lady's Parlour, 
and as whiter Ivory* Thou haft the 
daintieft fmacking Lifts in the Urn- 
verfe, that wou d irmte a Hermit to 
/g*andyw/upon them. Thy &air 9 
which reaches down to thy waft, and is 
of a lovely black^gives nolitclc addition 
to thy other * Charms. M> for thv 

Bub- 
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Bullies, dear Child, they are none of 
the whiteft, but they ate plump and 
6efhy, and rife ?nd fall to prettily, 
that I tm ft ark-mad to have the freftng 
of them ; were Bubbles to be bought 
and fold for ungodly Pelf, tboU 
mightft fafely boaft that thou art ri- 
cher than thy Lady. As for thy Sbapi % 
I may venture to fay without Flattery, 
Itis fine and delicate.' Thy Legs^k 
fo (traight and well-proportion^ ana 
thy Feet fteal in ana out fo prettify 
under thy Petticoats, that j[ long to be 
better acquainted with them. If thou 
hadft defigned I (hould have painted thy 
ether Parts, thou oughteft to have 
Jhcum them me, for between Friends 
thou (hould conceal nothing from us 
Painters, and I don't queflion but that 
thy Pi&ure would have been ten times 
more cmfkat had I drawn tbecftark 
naked. However, I have feen enough 
to convince me that thou art a moft 
delicious Morfel of Iniquity ; and, uri* 
lefsthe Planets deceive me, Idaite 
fwear thy Inclinations are not averfo 
to the Fkfi. Thus, my dear CI$£ 
I have drawn part of thy Pi&ure, ' by 
Which ft Man, that has but once had 
a fight ef thee, may tafily know thee 

again : 
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•gain : But now I am preparing to 
ftcw thee .fame of my Mafter-ftrokes, 
to faosfie thee I am no B**gltr.u my 
Trade, but can tell how to ^w Peo- 
ple after the life. Not to make thee 
vaia, Nature has been wonderful /»- 
Julgeat to thee j thou canft /*/ 4f thy 
Perfon with a very little Exf**ce % and 
appear in an ordinary Stuff more <n/- 
vanta&coujly than any oioattfiiff-nmttd 
Counteues in their Silks and Sattiis. 
In the point of drej/iug, thy Fancy is 
the mou orthodox in the World : £*- 
vy it (elf cou'd never cJurgf thee with 
putting one fin out of its due place, 
nay even thy very Negligence has 
Charms, and becomes thee. As for thy 
pretty little $'**&**■> nothing in nature 
comes amifs to them, they arc perfe ft Iy 
skill'd in ail the My{\ericso(Bnu>roidery t 
/they anjlitcb apdy*w, cut 5/r«/i and 
itai/fr, and the whole Hiftory of the 
Creation In Paper, raife Fortifications 
in ?afie > and a thoufahd other Curio- 
jitics. Thou haft more Wit than 
wou'd letup a dozen Waiting Gentle- 
Women , and canft fee as far into a 
Millfione as the */<*>/? Match-maker in 
Town : Thou canft dijeover a hundred 
thjngs which no Body elfe wou'd have 

ta- 
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taken any notice of; nay I have. oh* 
ferved more than once that thou know- 
eft the Intention of People, let them 
take never fo much c^re to conceal it. 
I'll defy all the waiting Women in the 
Univerfe to (hew fo much weeknefs of 
Spirit as thou doft, or fo virtuous a 
difpofitbn to bring an Intrigue to i 
htppj Conclufion. 'Tis, true indeed, 
that in relation to thy wicked Lady 
this Talent of thine has hitherto been 
unfiifcefsful, but if thou continued 
much longer about her perfon, I don't 
doubt but fome of thy Stratagems 
will take ef&& Thou haft an amorous 
Inclination, as I hinted to thee above> 
and lam damnably miftaken if thou 
canft live a day without engaging in 
fome new Amour: But then, Child, 
thy Love is twite, 'tis built upon no 
fordid Principles of Lucre^ it prdpofes 
nothing to it felf but the eafe and re* 
lief of Mankind, and always foars a-> 
bove thy Condition. But let thy Lo- 
vers be of what Quality they will, 
thou knowft how to make em obferve 
their due di/lauce, and govern 'em like 
a true Miflrefs. Thou haft dexterity 
enough to manage a laudable corn- 
merce with fve wjix, Gallants at onte^ 
Z for 
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for, to thy eternal praife be it faid, 
neer a Women in the world is deeper 
read in all the Refinements of Gallan- 
try than thy felf. Thou knoweft how 
to beftow thy Favours with Difcretion % 
to employ fortietimes* Compaffton^ and 
fometimes difdain, to a& the fend and 
the indifferent, according as the various 
difpofition of the Scene requires it, 
in fhort, to make a proper Ufe of thy 
Looks and Sighs. Thou cjmft dart a 
favourable glance at one, while thou 
fqueevefl, the other by the Hand, and 
talk tenderly to a third, while thou 
treadft upon the Toes of the fourth, 
and manage Affairs fo difcreetly as to 
tjtfke rioneof them defpair : Not that 
thou artfo willing a Tit neither as v to 
let every Blockhead get up and ride 
for asking : Faith, Child, 111 fay that for 
thee,thou waft always zRefpefter of Me- 
rit, and wou'dft vouchlafe thy Friend* 
Jh/p to none but thofe that deferved it. 
If any young Fellow falls roughly up- 
on thee in one of his amorous Fits, 
thou knowft how to humble his Info- 
lence, without tearing his Ruffles, or 
playing the Fury with his Hair. Sho^ftd 
thy Miftrefc fur prize thee conferring 
Notes with a Friend in a Corner \ or in 
*■ a 
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a Pofture that wbu d give offence in a- 
oother, thou art not a, jot difcompofed 
for the matter, but knowelt fo u>f# 
how to perfooate the Innocent, that 
'tis impoffible to find the leaft capfeof 
quarrelling with thee. Upon all fiich 
occasions thou haft a thoufand Excufes 
ready <ritf and dried for the purpofe, 
and thy Wit never dij plays it fejf fo 
fignally as in thsfe Rencounters which 
wou'd utterly dum found a Perfon. of 
lefs Ajfurance. Befides, Betty, tog£v$. 
thee thy due, thy Soul is neither in-> 
fe&ed with Jealoufy nor Envy, thou 
art no Enemy to the DivertifementS; of 
others, but takeft as much delight to 
procure as to receive them thy feU f ahd 
art never in thy Kingdom but when 
thou art holding the door. When thou 
feeft two Lovers under any unhappy 
Circumftances, thou knoweft how to 
infinuate thy felf into their Confidence 
with Addrefs $ and art ravifhed to find 
any Opportunity to contribute to their 
Pkafures. After all thou art generous, 
to a miracle, and not at all influenced 
by Interefi; thoupreferr'ft an honeft 
fellow's hearty Affethon to the Purje 
of a wealthy Qoxcomt*, and didft ne- 
ver in all thy life floop fo low as to va* 
Z % lui 
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/** that glittering trafb call'd Money. 
Nay, Child, I date engage for thee, 
that did thy Abilities come up to thy 
Will, thou wou'dftgiwinftead of ta- 
tty the Pence, and <tZfon> thofe that 
I had a (hare in thy Affe&ions a noble 
(hare of fay fortune. And, fltffy, 'tis 
this virtuous Principle that makes thy 
Lovers dick fo chfe to thee .* As thou 
*rt infinitely more generous and witty 
than all the Servant-maids in Cbriften- 
dot* put together, fo one may ^uftly 
conclude that thou haft none ot their 
Pifef jr or Imperfections. Thou doft 
not trouble thy head to find out, and 
afterwards proclaim the Faults of thy 
Mfftrefs; thou ralfeft no idle ff nobbles 
about the Wages or Gettings of thy 
Fellow-fervants ; and as 'tis thy chief 
Defire to converfe with People /frr* to 
Face, thou «vw# not endure to fpeak 
ill of them behind their lacks : So 
much for thy Morals. Now to give 
ibme fpecimen of thy intelleSnal Parts, 
thou carift nicely diftinguiih between 
fulfome Jove, and love dreft up in clean 
Metaphors, and haft informed thy Judg~ 
ment by reading Romances and other 
JW Books, that tzlkfeeltyly and/*- 
dkioufly of thefe Affcirs. Tis true, 
< ^ that 
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that (6 many fbining Qualities make 
thee as much enviedby the Maids and 
Footmen, as thou art admired by the 
Mailers and Miftrefles. Infliort, my 
dear Child, thou art the Heroine of 
Waiting* women , and Glory of thy 
Fun&ion, and I make not the leap 
queftion but that one of thefe days 
we (hall all of us fee fome notable Ad- 
venture befal thee, that will convince 
the world that then waft defcended 
of illufirious Parentage. 

Thus, my charming Betty, I have 
endeavour'd to dram your Pidure, 
Which 1 hope will give you fuch Sa+ 
tisfaftio*) that you won't grudge to 
fay me for t in the fame Coin a$ you 
fromifed me, who am 



four nNjfl humble 4dmirer. 
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To a Harlot in Great Quccnftrcct 
that bang ? d her f elf for an Iiifti 
Cdptdint and was unluckily cut 
down by her Maid. 

» 

AN oldf Acquaintance of mine 
came to my Lodgings thia 
Morning, and accofted me after this 
manner. Harry , cries he* there's 
the jftrahgeft Accident has happen d 
yonder, near Covenfi Garden, that ever 
you heard, > and, plrithefe, try if you 
can guefs it. Why* fays I to him, I 
have no extraordinary Hand at this 
Sport t but if 'tis fo very ftrange, and 
the Scene near Covent*Garden, as you 
fay, let me fee. Has the talking Par- 
rot in Ruffelflreet foretold the down- 
fall of the French Kip£ ? No. Now 
I talk of a Parrot, when Do&or Bur* 
gefs preach'd laft, did he make no be*- 
dy laugh? No. A Whore profer'd a 
retaining Fee at \Rimfe\ and denied 
it ? No. A City Reformer furpriz'd 
between a pair of red-hair'd Strumpets 

\ <:* .-. ' , ;.;•:-.■. ::•*• '. at 
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at the Horfe-Jboe ? tfo. A new Hay 
talked of at Witts, and no Exceptions 
made to it i Mo Sir. Thus Afr was the 
Word (till. At laft, fays my Friend, 
in his old leering way, to put you out 
of your Pain; a certain Harlot in 
Great gueen-ftreet—has runaway from 
her Lodgings, carried off all fyer Effeds 
in her Pocket-Handkerchief, I fuppofe, 

and Why, is that fo ftrange ? Mo f 

no 9 but hear me with Reverence and 
Attention, — decently fufpended her 
felf Yefterday Morning between the- 
Hours of Twelve and One, precifely^— 
the true Canonical Hour for hanging. 
Says 1 to himi as I hope to be faved, 
but , prithee Jack y for what — - ; 

Why, what fhould flie hang her felf 
for but Love, faid he, very gravely— 
The Devil ihe did, fays I again : Thou 
may 'ft as well tell me a Foot Soldier 
woud die a Martyr for Small-beer* 
a true -States-man fof his Country's 
Intereft, or a City Prentice for Suffolk 

Cheefe > Why, truly Sir, you 

may make merry as long as you pleafe, 
fays he, but 'tis even foas I tellyou, 

$nd her Name Why, that is 

what I long to know-— Don't in- 
terrupt me then, 'tis the famous Squin- 
Z 4 tibella 
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ulella—-* Well, Peace light on her 
Soul , 'twas glorio^ly done — ~ But 
you have not heard all, fays he. She 
had not hung a full Minute, when Alas, 
to fee the great Uncertainty of hu- 
man Affairs ! her Maid, the Duce take 
me if my very Heart did not leap up 
to my very Mouth at the bare mention 
of her Name, hearing a Noife above, 
run up Stairs, and unluckily cut her 
down; and a Chiryrgeon, with a * 
fox to him, made a^ftrittto bring her 
to her felf, and recovered hen ^And 
thus, continued he, (haking his Head in 
a forrowfui manner, they have between 
*em fpoil'd one* of the beft Jefts 
\n Chriftendor*. 

This is the exalt Relation my Friend 
gave me of this Affair. Now to do 
thee Juftice, thou art the "only Har- 
lot fince the Creation, I believe, that 
ever had it put into her Head by 
the Devil % to fall a Sacrifice to Love. 
Who cou'd have imagin'd that a 
VVoman of thy free communicative 
Spirit, fhouM fix her Afle&ion, which 
was Attributed before to all Man* 
tend in common, to Jews as well as 
Gentiles, upon one tranfitory Mor- 
tal, n?y, love him to that degree, as 

to 
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to venture Fire add Brimftone for his 
fake.This is fo monflrous and furprizing, 
that I much fear me, my dear Child, 
it portends fome unlucky Revolution 
to Europe, the down-fall of the Pro- 
tefiant Religion in the Palatinate , the ^ 
Univerfally Monarchy of France, the 
unkinging of his Polijb Majefty, or 
the beating of Prince Eugene out of 
Italy. Hadft thou adminiftred a lit- 
tle Neapolitan Confolation to thy 
Hibernian for his Infidelity , thou 
hadft revengd thy felf upon him in 
thy own way ancf Projeffion, but to 
bang thy (elf for a faithlefs Wretch, was 
fo wrong a Step in Politics , that I 
can't imagine how thou could*ft fall 
upon it Alas, thy lufinefs is living 
and not dying, or if thou muft needs 
refohe upon the latter, thou oughteft ' 
to die in thy own Element, I mean, 
of Love's ailive Diftemper, and even 
of that, no where under a Garret. 
Money is a Whore's Religion, Love is 
(down-right Superftition j now, why 
(houldone of thy Function, in this 
Atheiftical Age too, die for an Errour, 
when our very Parfofl$ won't do it 
forthe/rjtfk 

' But 
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But my Dear, I only lay this by 
way of raillery, for between Friends, 
I fo heartily approve of thy virtuous 
Refolution, that I am almoft ready 
to hang my felf for its Mifcarriage. 

Blefs me ! what wou'd I have gi- 
ven to have been in thy Chamber when 
this glorious Scene was tranfa&ing 
there j but Heaven be praifed, I have 
a tolerable good Fancy of my own, 
with whole Affiftance I can make a 
fliift to guefs pretty well how it was. 
I imagine then I fee thee taking fome 
half a fcore melancholy turns about 
thy Room, with a noble Diftra&ion, 
and heroic Wildnefe in thy Looks, 
like Queen Dido a little before fhe a- 
fcended the Funeral Pile : Metbinks 
I hear thee pouring out a volly of 
hearty Ejaculations againft thy falfe 
Gallant,— then down with thy Look- 
ing-glafi,-— then out with the Cords, 

— then fatten them to the. Staple, 

then mount %he fat*] Joynt*Stool, 

— — then take the fatal Leap, ha, 
ha, ha, it makes ipe ready to die 
with the conceit,— and then fwing 

With an Air and a Face, 
And a Shape, and a Grace, 

As 
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As the Song has it, like a School-boy 
in a Bell-rope, but fo prettily and de- 
cently, that I muft needs fay for thee, 
with the Knot lo nicely placd under thy 
right Ear, thy Mouth fo merrily di- 
ftorted,and the humidity of thy Nature 
fo p/enteou(Iy dreaming down upon the 
Floor, that for my part, I wou'd ra- 
ther have beheld this Sight, than any 
of the Roman Triumphs, and fooner 
feen thee dangling under the Rope, 
than a thoufand Lady Marys fhowing 
their Agility upon it. 

Faith, my dear Child, to be feriaus 
with thee, I wou'd not have had 
thee cut down for a Million, and a 
Million thou knoweft is a pretty round 
Sum, as times go. In the firft place, 
had thy noble Defign taken effe<9v 
thou wouldeft have been immortali- 
zed in all the News-Papers about Town, 
and thy Phyz moil curioufly engraved 
in Wood by honeft John Overton, to 
adorn the Walk of every Coffee-houfe 
in DruryAane. The poor Sifter-hood 
of Wildftreet wou'd have quoted thy 
Name with as much Veneration, as the 
Boys in Qheapfide talk df the London 
Prentice, that killed his brace of Uons^ 
and kept the Anniverfary of j&y Suf- 
- - . penfion 
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penfion more reiigioufly than the good 
People of White Friars do that of their 
Martyr^ Captain Winter. Then there 
wou'd havebc$n half a fcore mournful 
Odes made upon thee, that's certain, 
fung mod harmonioufly at Holhourn- 
bars and Fket+ditch c The Ballad-Wo- 
men wou'd have cried here's a new and 
true Ballad if a Mifs of the Town^ 
that bangd her felf in great Queen* 
flreet Then fotrie of the (landers by 
wou'd have asked for xbhat } For what I 
why, becaufe fhe had perhaps, cries 
one of them, been over-worked in 
Bridewell, or becaufe {lie had fain in-* 
to the ffands of Juftice Perry, cries 
another, or was flript of her only 
Petticoat by an unmerciful Drawer, 
lays a third, or an unkind Spark gave ' 
her a fmall Token of his Afiedkm, 
cries a fourth, and left her not a Far* 
thing to get rid on t. Thus the Mobb 
wou'd have bandied their Opinions a* 
bout thee, and at laft, the Ballad* 
Women dear'd all by telling them 
In truth, you are mfiakpn, fhe- hanged 
her felf for Love* Upon this, there 
wou'd have been fuch fboutiug and 
clapping of Hands, fuch hollowing and 
Wzaing, that the whole Town wou'd 

hav^ 
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hive rung with the noife. Nay, who 
knows but the City Poet, in a few 
Years, wou'd have brought thee into 
Smitbffe&f, where thou wouldeft foon 
have o're-topt Jepbtbas Daughter, and 
Batemans Ghoftj or laftly, who can 
tell but thou mightefl: have been pre- 
fer'd to the Almanac, and a new>2?- 
ra commencd from thy glorious Sufi 
penfion i Well, it makes me ftark- 
mad, my dear Creature, to think that 
thou haft kft all thefe Advantages and 
Honours, thefe Trophies and Epitaphs, 
through the over-ofiicious Fdh of 
thy Maid* Prithee, let me conjure 
thee to turn her away for my fake ; 
or rather for thy own • for why Ihould 
thou keep a filly Skit in thy Service 
that has rob'd thee of Immortality ? 

H.T. 



To Melanifla. 

Upon feeing his Rival go into Her 
• Lodgings. 

Was dreft, and juft going to make 
you a final! Vijit % kft Evening, 

when 



i 
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when I unluckily faw a Coach flop at 
your Door , a Gallant bolt into the 
Houfe, the Safes drawn down by tru- 
fty Rachel^ and all appearances Of Bii- 
finefs going forward. This made me 
immediately drop my defign, for as I 
would not willingly be binder d in one 
of my own Intrigues % fo I am too good 
a Qhriftian to interrupt any Friend of 
yours in his. Coud I but exprels to you 
how uneaftly\ pafs'd the Evening, and 
v what racking thoughts poflefs'd me all 
n\%ht&$ hara-bearted as you are, I dare 
fwear you wou'd pity me. All the while 
I tofc'dand tumbld in my Bed, I fanci'd 
my happier Rival revelFd in your 
Arms % forfeited on your JJps, lay ex- 
piring upon your Breafts, and — ? 

but I dare truft my (elf no longer with 
fuch ftabbing Ideas : In fhort, I am up- 
on the brink of Defpair, and you have 
no other way left to cure mv Jealoufy^ 
butby impofing upon myl/nderftanding^ 
and telling me that all I faw was a per- 
fect IOufion ; perfwade me the Gallant 
was the Fellow that f urnifties you with 
Small-coal ; that the C^c/; was ^ Ban- 
box with your Linnen in't, the two 
Horfes a brace of Elephants jufl 
•marching for May -fair. Tell me, tru- 
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fty Rachel was drinking burnt Brandy 
with a couple of Tinderbox-cryers at 
the next red lattice, tho' I faw her 
draw down the Parlour-Sadies about 
fix. To conclude, invent any thing, 
/^anything, fwear any thing, tho* it 
be never fo abfurd '; fo you give it 
me but under your hand^ 'twill be the 
bed of Cordials to 

The def pairing 

Amyntas. . 



<Bilkt to Melaniffa. 

He def res her tojlealhim a kind Glance 
out of her Window. 

Madam ^ 

WHAT have I done to difo- 
blige you, that you fhould 
keep me fo long in Darknefs > In plain 
Englijh, why have I not feen you jhihe 
out of the Safe this morning, fince 
you know I compute the Day not from 
the Sun's rifing, but your appearing at 
the Window ? Tis now exaiftly ten J 

yet 
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yet Yis as dark in my Hemifphere, 
meaning my Room, as if 'twere mid- 
night, and all for want of your divine 
Eyes to enlighten k. You'll hardly 
believe me, but upon my Faith 'tis true, 
I am forced to ufe a Qandk to write 
thefe few Lines to you; therefore tho* 
it were only to fave me the expence 
of Candles, which the Maid, with 
Tears in her Eyes, told me are rifen a 
full Penny in the pound, fince the de- 
daring of the War, peep out of the 
Window, and give Light and Comfort 
to. 

Amyntas. 



Billet; to the fame. 

Upon calling her a Hypocrite. 

Madam^ 

YOU quareird with melaft night 
for calling you a Hypocrite, by 
the fame token 1 promifed to retratt 
my Words the next time I did my (elf 
the honour to write to you. Lwou'd 
willingly ohlige you ^11 1 can, but ha- 
ving confider'd the matter ferhqfly up- 
on 
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on my Pillow, my Conference tells me 
you are* a downright Hypocrite, and 
Madam, I find, theire's no going a- 
gainft ones Covfcience. 

To be a Hypocrite is to be one thing 
in reality, and another in appearance : 
Now, Madam, let us examine whe- 
ther you will not come within the pale 
of this definition. To fee the charm- 
ing Innocence of your Looks, one wou'd 
be apt to fwear you never intended o% 
fexecuted any Mifcbief with them, and 
yet you have more bloodjhed, they fay t 
to anfwer for than the French King. 
Then your Eyes are the greateft Hy- 
pocrites in nature; he that obferVes 
the languilhing&^w/Jofthem^wou'd 
conclude they only warm'd us by their 
Beams, whereas the Sun in Afric does 
hot fcorch more violently. Your Cheeks 
are adorn'd with fo delicious* red that 
half the World imagines you ire paint- 
ed, whereas you wholly owe it to the 
Indulgence of Nature. Arid liflly, as 
for your Conversion, nothing is fo 
eafy and free, yet nothing feems id 
artificial and ftudied. 
] On the other hand, Madam, you* 
humble Servant is perfectly the reverfe 
of what he appears to be. You'd take 
A a him 
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him for a wavering ina^/iant Fellow, 
and fo does the Generality of your Sex 
that regulate their Judgment of him 
by Appearances i but, to my certain 
Knowledge, he's the fincerefjk Lover 
upon Earth. 'Tis true, he feems to 
proffer his Heart to a thoufand o- 
ther Women ; yet, take my Word 
for't, he only defigns it for you: If 
fometimes he a<9:s the Indifferent, and 
tells you he cares not a Farthing for 
you, don't believe hhn j for then )tes 
Paflion is at the higheft, and he cobld 
readily die for you. 'r 

Thus, Madam, 'tis plain we are both 
of us Hypocrites, tho* of a different 
Species. What will you fay to my 
TroPofal then of bringing both oiur 
Nolle Qualifications into one common 
Stock? For perhaps Something very 
fincere may be the Refiilt of it 



T# 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



Enttrtming SubjeBs. J 6 1 



To Ma Jam * * * upon fending her Sit 
Richard Blackmore'j Job and Hab* 
bakkuk. 

After fizlzzcs Manner. 

TO (hew you what an univerfal 
SuhmiJJion is paid to Beauty, an 
Eafiern Prince comes to wait on you 
this morning. *Tis true he does not 
appear in his Arabian Magnificence, 
nor vifits you with a Splendor fuitahk 
to his rank; but after the manner of 
Suppliants he addrefles himfelf to you 
in a penitential habit, and you fee him 
juft as he efcaped out of Sir Richard^ 
Poetical Powa ring-tub y which has 
prov'd more unfortunate to him than 
his Dung*hitL However, Madam, it 
was^your Command he ihould appear 
before you in this Garb j and the Pa* 
triarchy (hew hisantient Meeknefs y ba& 
obey'd you. Butaltho' he enjoys the 
bappinefs of your Company, yet ei- 
ther difcouraged by his law unworthy 
Treatment , or overcome byyour Beau* 
ty 7 he is not able to ipeak ia Syllable 
A a % fUt 
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for himfelf. He that had Eloquence c- 
nough to defcribc all the mighty Works 
of the Creation, finds himfelf at a 
Lofc to defcribe th$ ieaft of your 
Charm j he fees that the natural Ar- 
mour of his Leviathan is not fo im- 
penetrable as your Heart, and that 
the weakeft of your Glances exceeds 
the Strength of his fam'd Behemoth. 
Tho' he firft (aw the Light in a Coun- 
try which furnilhes our Altars with 
Perfumes, yet he owns, they fall (hort 
of the natural Sweetnefs of your Breath, 
and confefles, that his own Arabia was 
unproperly call'd happy, fince it never 
product anything fo beautiful as your 
felf. 

But, Madam, tho* your Command's 
are not to be dijputed, Joi had hardly 
venturd to appear before you in this 
Difguife, had not a Brother in Affii&i- 
dp, rnd Fellow-fufferer come along 
with him to keep him in Countenance, 
Both of them are fo much alter'd for 
the worfe, fince they have come out 
of the Dodtor s Hands, who not con- 
tent to murder the Living, exercifes 
his Cruelty upon the Dead, that their 
near eft Relations, were they now a- 
t live, wbu'd hardly know them. Job 

com- 
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complains more of his ///Ufage from 
the City Bard, than all his other 
Affii&ions, which the Devi/, in con- 
jun&ion with his Wife, contriv'd to 
lay upon him ; and Hablakuk bewails 
the ignoble Captivity he lies under, 
with a deeper Refentment than that 
of his Country-men in Chaldea. 
However, both of them will glory 
in their Misfortunes, if you'll but 
vouchfafe to caft a pitying Look up- 
on them, nay, thank their unmerciful . 
Perfecuter for putting them in this 
dif advantageous Drefs, if it produces fo 
favourable an Effedh 



To Mbnfieur de la his Corre/fwn< 

dent in Paris. 

Written in the Perfon of a French-man, 
and giving an Account of all the 
merry Paffages he olfervdin London. 

IHad long ago difcharg'd my JPro- 
mife, and fent you an Account 
of the moft remarkable things that 
offer themfelves to a Strangers C«ri- 
ofity ': But London, Sir, is too Gigantic 
A a 3 a 
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a Place, and the many new Obje&s 
one daibi meets, arefo apt to efface 
the Idea's of die former y that a Man 
may very well be allow' d to pais a 
few Months in it , before he can re- 
gulate his Thoughts, and reduce them 
into Method. For your Comfort^ I 
{hall not trouble you with any Re- 
lations that are to be found in our 
common Itineraries. The Difcoveries 
I fend you, arc either the Refult of my 
own Obfervation, or foch as I gather d 
in my frequent Converfe with the a- 
bleft Virtuofos of this famous City. In 
fliort,they very well deferve your At- 
tention, and you may depend upon 
the Truth of them. 

People may talk as they pleafe; but 
I am of Opinion that there is more 
Religion (lining in London, than moil 
Cities in the Univerfe : Nay, that in a 
great meafure 'tis incorporated with their 
very Trade . Thofe worthy Gentlemen 
the Stage-Coach-Men ihew it in their 
printed Bills, where they never fail to 
conclude with an If 60a permit. Nay^ 
in one of their Lotteries I obferv'd the 
Projector endeavour'd to hoof: in Cu- 
flomers with a Text of Scripture, and 
made Sermon Pimp to fc^is Defign, by 

quo? 
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Quoting that Saying of his, Time and 
hance happen to all. What is more fur- 
prizing, your very Beggars in the com- 
mon Streets ufe the fameTone with the 
Presbyterian Parfons. In fhort, London 
is lo far from being a propbane Place, 
that fome of the moftEminent Citizens, 
who can afford it, haveftw Religions 
going. at once, and will march you 
gravely at the head of fix notch'd 
Prentices, to Church in the Morning, 
and a Meeting in the Afternoon. 

As for the Women, I'll fay that for 
them, they are perfed Heroines in 
their Nature ; they'll lee you half * 
Score Kings and Queens murder d up- 
on the Stage, yet fliew no more O*- 
cern than if fo many Nine-pins were 
tipt down. And then at the Old Baily 3 
tho' the Judge gravely tells them, Look 
ye. Ladies , we have a fmutty Trial 
coming on, where we Jhall be obltgd to 
call every thing by its proper Name, 
and therefore it may be convenient 
for you to withdraw j yet the Devil q, 
Lady will flinch for the Bufinefc, but 
fit you out the whole Trial without 
fo much as putting on their Masks, tho' 
the Witnefles now and then talk a 
Heathen Philofophy that's enough to 
make even a Midwife blufo. But 
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But the merrieft thing of all, if 
their Pindaric Poetry. Wou'd you 
know what fort of Verification it is, 
I will tell you then : Why firft of all, 
here is one huge Line as long as my 
Arm or longfcr ; then there corrie one, 
iwpj or three fhort Lines, like a Pigmf 
behind a Giant; very pretty, Begar! 
the*! another Zwg Line, and then a 
fhort one, and another Jbor^ and anpi 
. ther/rag, and fo on tbthe End of the 
Stanza . I was told that the Englijh Po^ 
ets borrowed this Fancy from the Fag- 
got-makdrs ; for thefe Fellows will 
6rft of all ptat you down a long Stick, 
and then a fhoft one, and after this 
manner binding the Sticks together, 
when they have done, call it a Faggot, 
a$ the Authors tall the other a Pindaric 
Ode. 

Few Towns in Chriftendcm are fo apt 
to promote Scepticifm as this. There 
are at lead half a ScOre Pretenders to 
Andtrfbns Scotch Pills, and the Lord 
knows who has the true Preparation. 
The faifte Uncertainty there is about 
Batemans Spirit of Scurvy-grate : 
Nay, as you walk to Hogp/en ,one Sign 
tells you, This is the true, old y ancient 
farthing-Pye Houfe; and before ydu 
'**•' : < , cart 
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q# walk three Steps further, you meet 
another Sign that has Impudence to tell 
you the very fam? Story. Thus ? 
Stranger is wonderfully puzzled which 
of thefe two Houfe? to go to, and not 
knowing how to clear the Difficulty, 
fometimes goes to neither. They a- 
bound particularly in Holes in the 
Wall : to the bed of my Remembflance 
there are at lead four in Baldwin's- 
Gardens, and as many more about 
Red-Lion Square : Now, I believe it 
toou'd Non-plus the ablefi Antiquary 
of them all to determine which is the 
right, ancient , and primitive Hole in 
the Wall. 

I have been exceedingly fcandaliz'd 
at the great Variety of Spelling in the 
publick Signs, 1 cou'd inftance in a 
hundred y but (hall content my felf with 
the Word Lanca/bire, that has been 
mod inhumanly us'd by them* You 
fhall find it' written Lanckijheir in one t 
Lanke/heare in another,and Lanckajbeer 
in a third. I forefee that this Differ 
rence of Orthography in thefe public 
Infcriptions, as your Ale-houfe-Signs 
mod certainly are, will give the Gram* 
marians a World of Trouble two or 
three hundred Years hence : fo for tAy 

, part 
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part I wonder that Dr. Bentivolh does 
not petition the Parliament that no W 
Auafier be iuffer'd to fet up a Sign till it 
lias been firft carefully exatpin'd and con* 
(ider'd by Commiflioners weBskilPJ in 
thekMatters, and chofen for the purpofe. 
They have feveral Latin Words in 
and about this Town, that are peculiar 
to England, and go currant no where 
elfe. In one of the Villages about 
ton Jon there is a very noble Hofpital* 
and over the Refectory a Latin Infcri- 
prion giving to underhand that tins 
Building was erefted at the Charge of 
a Gentleman that belonged to the So- 
cietas Haberdajketorum. I was for a 
long while perplex f d to know what 
Countrymen thefe Haberdajberians 
wefe, or from whence they borrow'd 
their Name. Sometimes I thought 
cm the Remainders of the old Abort* 
pnes of the Hknd, and {bmetimes a 
People of the Cimbrica Cberfonefus, 
that came over -with the Saxons. I 
confuked Strabo, Ptolomy, Dienyjius A* 
fer> Afcla> and the old Geographers, a- 
bout the matter, who gave me not the 
teaftlnfight into them : Then I turn'd 
over CutveriuSy Ferrarius, Du Frefne % 
Saknafius upon Solinus y and who not, 

but 
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but was no voifer than before. At lafi: 
a learned Englifb Gentleman told me 
that thefe Haberda/berians were a civl* ^ 
liz*d moral People enough, and only 
dealt in harmkfs Manufactures, as Pins % 
Tape, Inkle, and Packthread. 

Some Airs have been obferv'd by 
Nattnralifts to breed Agues, as the 
Hundreds in Effex y fome to breed Co* 
kntures, as Guinea in Afric, others to 
breed contagious Diftempers, as Barba- 
dos and Jamaica. Now the Air of 
Cbeapfide has this peculiar Quality be- 
longing to it, as to breed Horns. *Tis 
certain (and the Obfervation has been 
made ever fince William the Conque- 
ror's Days) that not one marry'd 
Man in a hundred that dwells in that 
Street efcapes them. Nay, I have 
been credibly inforpi'd that a Linnen- 
draper of Cheapfide bought him zjine 
fortoife^Jbell Tobacco-box near the 
Exchange, and before he had wore it 
full Week in his Pocket, it was conver- 
ted to perfed Horn. 

The Merchants of London are •no- 
thing near fo polite as ours in Paris. 
The Devil a jot do they know of the 
Ouvrag/es dEfprit, whereas ours will 
difcourfe better upon Bwh and Authors 

than 
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than Trade and Commerce. I made 
a Vifit to one of them, and after the 
firfi Compliments were paft, enquir'd 
of him what Books of Note had lately 
appear J in the World. Oh Sir, fays 
he, fince the joining of the two Com- 
paries, we have had the finefi Bettelees, 
Pafymporcs, Bafts and Jamwars, come 
over that ever were feen. Pardon 
me, Sir, faid I, thefe Affairs are 
fomewhat out of my Knowledge. 
——Indeed, as for the Mamoodies, the 
Lingooes, the Culgees, and the Cbints, 
continues he, they receiv'd fome little 
Detriment by the Salt Water : but— 
you miftake me, Sir, cry'd I, for all this 

while I was talking of — but then 

for your Mulmuhy Phootaes y GurraVs t 
Moories^ and Rq/taes> mind me what I* 
fay, Sir, I defie the whole World to 
match us, and fo he went on, till I was 
fore'd to break up abruptly with him. 
Foreigners unjuftly charge the Lon- 
, donerswith Want of Civility and In- 
vention. Don't they give a plain Proof; 
of their fingular Courtefie, when Cu- 
rates, Surgeons, Operators for the 
Teeth and Toe$ * Anglice Tooth- 
drawers and Cprnrcutters, nay, Far* • 
riers ?tnd Sextons go by the Name of 

Do- 
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Doflors ? And then, who (fores que- 
ftion the Goodnefs of their Inventi- 
on, who confideirs that thofe noble 
Curiofities y Swimming*Girdles, Pacing- 
Saddles, Chalybiate Pancakes, Engines 
to prevent Leaking, and that great 
Traveller Major John Choke's famous 
Necklaces for breeding of Teeth, with 
a numberleis Set of Theories were in- 
vented here ? Befides, the laft new 
Religion that appefar'd in thefe Parts of 
the World, was it not wholly contriv'd 
by the Philadelpbians? 

*Tis worth a Stranger's while to 
peep into the feveral Conventicles here, 
to obferve how Affairs are managed a- 
mong them. The Minifter gets up 
into his Box, talks a great deal of un* 
intelligible Snuff; the People lugg out 
their Silver Ink-horns, and take it 
upon Content • which puts me in mind 
of the Fellow in Hell that was always 
making of Ropes, and an Ajs dill de- 
voured them. 

Amcng other Cufloms, I obferv'd 
one very Jingular, and ancient, and ///// 
kept on i cot, which is, to make Fools 
of People on the firfl Day of April. I 
cou'd never iniorm my ieli what gave 
the firfl Rile to to odd a F rolic ; but me* 

thinks 
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thinks they might let it alone ; for fince 
three Parts in four of the People are 
Fools every Day in the Year, what occa* 
fion is there to fet a Day apart for it > 

When a Humour takes in Lo*do# f 
they ride it to death before they can 
part with it. As for inftance, lotteries 
were firft fet up for Annuities and Pen- 
fions j then they came down to Books 
and Pidhires, at laft they defcended 
even to Snuff and Balfam, to Plum- 
Cakes and Mince-Pies. Thus,becaufe 
/Efop from Tunbridge had the good 
Fortune to pleafe, a hundred other /£- 
fops from Bpfm, Ijlington, and other 
Parts of the Kingdom were immedi- 
ately trump'd up, till the very Name 
of JEfop at laft grew fcandalous. The 
feme Folly infetted the Theatre, where 
a Beauzx his firft Appearance upon 
* the Stage happening to tickle the Fan- 
ciest the Auditors, you cou'd have 
neYe a Play without that Animal to 
fet it off. The firft Be^u diverted 'em 
with his huge Muf\ the fecond with his 
monftrous Periw/g y the third with But • 
tairasbig as Turnips, the fourth with 
an extraordinary Cravat, the fifth w» th 
a fantaitical Sword-Knot. 'Twas the 
fame original Coxcomb all the while, 
but only a little divenii/d. Ha- 
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Having feen the famous Brafs Mo- 
nument in Weftminfter % I went in the 
next Place to iee Dr. Otes, whom I 
found in one of the Coflee-houfes that 
looks into the Court of Requejls. He 
Is a moft accompli ft) d Perfon in his way, 
that's certain. The Turn of his Face 
is extreamly particular j he has the lar- 
gefi Chin of any Clergyman in Europe^ 
by the fame token, they tell a merry 
Story how he cheated a tvoo-teuy Barber 
by hiding it under his Cloak. In ftiort, 
his Mouth (lands exa filly in the middle 
of his Face, like the White in the Cen- 
ter of a Target. 

I had the Curiofity (bmetimes to be- 
flow an half Hour at Mr. B— — s little 
Manfion in Rujfel-Court . Some Mini- 
fies will make you cry, fome will make 
you Jleep j but honeft Daniel will make 
you laugh with his Preaching. I hap- 
pened to hear him once, when he took 
occafion to prove the Tendency of Man- 
kind to Corruption from their loving 
rotten Cheefe. Do but obferve, my Bre- 
thren, fays he, when m oldCbefiire 
Cheefe is brought to the Table, how 
readily every Man (licks his Knife into 
the Hue Part, a plain Indication (and 
then he nodded his Head) of the Truth 
of original Sin ! But 
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But oF all the Vtrtuofos in London y 
commeod me to the ingenious Dr. 
ThmbUfworth % who publimd the Fut- 
niture of a G&/*^fcBarber , s Shop in the 
Pbilofophical Tranfatttons. He is cer- 
tainly a/w/w^Philofbpher, and will 
aflign you i Phyfical Reafon for any 
thing almbft. I will give you one re* 
markable Inftance, to (hew you the 
great Depth of his Penetration. He 
chancd to be in a Gentleman^ Compa- 
ny t\\zx. fainted away it the Sight of a 
few Eggs. Whafc does my Doctor do 
tipori this, but whips ftreightinto Ejfex 
where the Gentleman liv'd, enquires 
privately into the fecret Hiftory of his 
Family, and finds his Grandfather had 
flood in the Pillory for forging a Bond. 
Having made this lucky Difcove- 
ry, he foon found out the true Reafort 
of theGrandfon's^ey^wtoZT^j. A 
thdufand other Curiofities I cou d im- 
part td ydu, but having already fwelfd 
my Letter to too great a Bulk, I will 
e'en rtferve them to a ftter Opportu- 
nity, and conclude With ajfuring you 
that lam 

Tour tiumhle Servant. 



FINIS. 
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